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SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 

Nineteenth SPREP Meeting 

Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia 
04 – 12  September 2008 

  
 

Agenda Item 9.2.2:   Pacific Year of Climate Change 2009: a plan for action 
 

Purpose of paper 
 
1.  To present to the SPREP Meeting for consideration and approval the Secretariat’s 
proposal for 2009 to be designated the “Pacific Year of Climate Change (PYCC 2009)” 
and the regional campaign plan to support this initiative. 
 

Background 
 
International negotiations on a post-Kyoto framework on climate change 
 
2.  Climate change has for many years been a growing concern for the Members and 
reports of impacts of climate change in the region abound. In response to the growing 
scientific consensus that climate change is an even greater challenge than expected (IPCC 
4AR) and the economic reality that early action will be less costly overall than further 
delay (Stern Report), the international community agreed at the FCCC COP-13 in Bali in 
2007 to establish a negotiations roadmap that would culminate in a successor agreement 
to the Kyoto Protocol at COP-15 in Copenhagen in 2009. 
 
3.  Pacific island countries (PICs) supported by the Secretariat have been actively 
engaged in the negotiations. In addition several major climate change related projects 
have commenced in the Pacific – regionally and nationally. These include PIGGAREP, 
PACC and national projects such as KAP II and ADMIRE. In preparing for these national 
activities and addressing climate change in practical terms at the national level, PIC 
negotiators have found they can better engage with their counterparts from other parts of 
the world when they can address in real terms what adaptation and mitigation entails for 
the Pacific. This strengthens their negotiating position, but may be insufficient to ensure 
that the post-Kyoto framework becomes more beneficial to island countries than the 
present arrangements. 
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Action Plan for the implementation of the Pacific Islands Framework for Action on 
Climate Change (2006-2015) 
 
4.  The Secretariat in cooperation with Members and CROP had prepared a regional 
Action Plan (19SM/WP.9.2.1/Att.1) for PIFACC. It is intended that the Action Plan will 
catalyse action on climate change in the region and bring in further technical and financial 
support for the Members. In order to do so it will be necessary to further disseminate 
information to the donor community on the regional implications of climate change and 
the opportunities to avoid the unmanageable and manage the unavoidable. In this regard it 
will be important to highlight the current and planned activities in the region through 
inclusion in a comprehensive communications strategy. This information will also be of 
importance to the negotiations process as the Copenhagen COP-15 draws to a conclusion. 
 
5.  The Secretariat has prepared a regional campaign for 2009, which places emphasis 
on raising awareness and understanding of climate change as a process with decision 
makers and communities by focusing on action to address the issues and challenges of 
today to avoid the unmanageable and manage the unavoidable. The proposed campaign 
objectives are to: 
 

• promote action on adaptation to and mitigation of climate change at the 
regional, national and community levels; 

• promote changes in behaviour; and 
• raise awareness at the international level about the need to support adaptation 

to and mitigation of climate change in the region and to reflect these concerns 
and needs in the outcome documents from the Copenhagen COP-15. 

 
6.  The Secretariat will schedule special activities in the context of important regional 
meetings of relevance to work on climate change. These include: 
 

• REM/PEMM meeting in Tonga April 2009 
• RMSD meeting May/June in FSM 
• World Environment Day – national commemorations 
• WMO Day 23 April 

 
7.  Linkages to other processes such as biodiversity conservation, fisheries, health, 
agriculture and water will also be maintained or initiated. 
 
8.  A number of communications products will be required to publicize the 2009 Year 
of Climate Change. Posters, t-shirts and other promotional materials will be produced. In 
addition publicity and information packages will be prepared, including using the climate 
change documentaries produced in the region in 2008. High level visits to the region will 
be encouraged, for example notable climate change scientists or advocates. The 
Secretariat will produce a series of issues papers – for example on mitigation, adaptation, 
science, coastal zone mapping, etc. This may be reproduced as a CD-ROM interactive 
package (film, ppt, slides, etc) in order to ease the dissemination. Finally, the Secretariat 
will complete the work on the climate change portal – this will be central to the overall 
outreach and will provide a one-stop-shop for climate change information. 
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9.  The proposed outcomes to be achieved or significantly advanced at the 
completion of the campaign period are: 
 

• Communities and governments are supported to further adapt to climate 
change and to mitigate climate change where feasible; 

• Communities and governments are aware of the best adaptation technologies 
and strategies and the opportunities for them to mitigate climate change 
through their own actions and behavioural change; 

• the Action Plan for PIFACC is given further support for its implementation; 
and 

• Governments are supported in seeking and negotiating a post-Kyoto 
framework that adequately addresses their concerns and needs. 

 
10.  A  PYCC 2009 slogan and logo will be adopted.  It aims to convey that island 
ecosystems provide an integral part of the global community, that their protection must be 
part of any new post-Kyoto arrangement. Key target audiences for the campaign will be 
policy makers, donors, the private sector and local communities, with messages targeted 
accordingly. The campaign will badge activities as well as existing relevant material 
produced by partners to be included as campaign material, to be packaged and 
disseminated together with new material 
 
Launch 
 
11.  It is planned that the PYCC 2009 launch take place in October 2008 during the 
Pacific Climate Change Roundtable, which has been proposed to be held in Apia, Samoa. 
 
Funding 
 
12.  The PYCC 2009 will be mostly funded within existing resources but SPREP and 
partners will endeavour to seek funding before and during the campaign period for the 
implementation of specific campaign activities during and beyond the PYCC 2009. It is 
also envisaged that the campaign framework will provide guidance for partners on 
priority activities in efforts to seek funding for activities in a concerted manner. 
 
Recommendations 
 
13.  The Meeting is invited to: 
 

Ø endorse the Secretariat proposal for 2009 to be the Pacific Year of Climate 
Change; 

Ø consider and endorse the Secretariat proposals for the proposed campaign 
plan; 

Ø note the date of the Launch of the PYCC 2009 at the Pacific Climate 
Change Roundtable in October 2008; and 

Ø encourage members to fully participate in the PYCC 2009 and nominate a 
contact point for the campaign. 

 
 

______________________________ 
 
 
27 May 2008 


