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BACKGROUND

The identificatiom of Important Areas for Bils in Samo#s the culnination of work initiated througtihe
partnershipoff 2y ASNIF GA2Y LYGSNYyFGA2ylFfQa YSe . A2RAQGSNEBAGER
Thisincluded y Ay AGALFf NB GA Sgird Ar@as i 20¥8ptegated hy Yanigshihértgniand Toni
Tipamaa. This report provided the foundation docum#rdt was updated througliield surveys to some of the

potential IBA sites, literature reviewational and community workshogacilitated by Cedc Schuster of Pacific
Environment Consultantd hefinal report wascompiled by Pacific Environment Consultants in consultatiih

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Birdlife imiéional,O le Siosiomaga Societych

Conservaton Interi- GA 2y £ Qa YS@& . A 2TReAp@jBdudiakidd én 200N&Dd fially dhid@pRtEd0NT ®
2010

TheTerms of Reference is attached as Annex 1.

SAMOA

Samoa consists of two main islands namely Upolu and Savaii, and seven smaller islands alllief bétigben

about 13 and 14 South latitude and 17land 173 West longitude. The total land area is 2,934land a sea

I NBl 6AGKAY {+FY2F Q& 9EOf dzia A ¢ $he nCsepppslilyus &nd degelbSed island ib 6 2 dzi
Upolu, where the nationatapital Apia is located. About 80 per cent of the land is under customary tenure.

The 206 Census enumerated population 0f179,186 with males 92,961 and females 86,225. Compared to last
census conducted in 200the country's population grew by 1.4%Samoa Census 2008)

GEOGRAPHIC STRUCTURE

Approximately 50% of Savaii and 40% of Upolucaraprisedof steep slopes derived from volcanic activity. Both
islands have central mountain ridges formed from a chain of volcanic peaks and craters. Irthdpoiountain

range runs along the length of the island with some peaks rising to more than 1000 metres above sea level,
surrounded by flat and rolling coastal plains. Savaii contains a central core of volcanic peaks reaching 1858m at the
highest point andencompassed by a series of lavased plateaus, hills and coastal plains.

All the islands of Samoa were formed by volcanic activity. Most soils were derived from basaltic volcanic flows
differing largely in age and type of deposit. The young volcanictsire of the island means the sodse,in
placesvery porous for leaching into the groundwater system.

ECONOMY

The economy is relatively small with aggregate Gross Domestic ProductdfG®®) 1,129,520,000 angar

capita income 0BAT$6392s of D05. Economic performance is constrained by distance to markets, a small local
market, and a limited labor base that cannot compete with Asian countries in labour intensive production and a

high vulnerability to natural disasters particularly cycloaesly 2 ¢ S| NI Kljdz- { S& FyR Gadz/t Y)

The agricultural sector accounts for-16% of GDP and is characterized by a substantial subsistence base which
continues to provide a source of livelihood for over 80% of the population and a high level of domestic food
secuity. More recently, the fisheries sector has replaced agriculture as the dominant export edheer.
significance of agculture and livestock farming to bird conservation is the ratevhich land is cleared and used

for farming, thus affecting bird hataits. Tourism continues to increase asiacome earner with the growth of

small scale beactialeaccommodations and new medium size hotels now under construction. The increase in
flight regularity and availability of cheap fares from the two main asdioperating in Samoa has seen a steady
increase in tourismThe premise of Samoa as a clean environment tourist site and promotion of environmentally
friendly tourist operation and sites is seen as a positive note for conservation programs. The receriTai
September 29th 2009 shad how vulnerable the tourism industig, as the vast majority of the beach fales and
hotels on the south of Samoa were all destroyed leaving the industry in real trouble.
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ENVIRONMENT

(Y2 Qa o0A2f 23A Osdrichtdad heBtagy S kigh spedes divBréity and endemism. It is

estimated that Samoa supports 775 native vascular plant species of which approximately 30% of the angiosperms
are endemic. There are about 280 genera of native angiosperms (moreattyaother archipelago in Polynesia).

In addition, there are about 250 introduced plant species and 47 threatened plartsY 2 Q& F I dzyI O2y a
butterfly species, 11 species of reptiles, 43 resident bird species efghitichare endemic, and threlying fox
species(SamoadNBSAP 2001)

{ Y2 Qaclabsifid 1%errestrial ecosystembased on Pearsall and Whistlers Ecosystem Mapping Survey of
1991. From the 19 ecosystem types, the Samoa NBSAP combined them into 5 common vegetatjonhigpese
littoral vegetation,swampandherbaceousnarsh, rainforest, volcanic vegetation, and secondary or disturbed
forest.

This biodiversity constitutes an essential aspect of the Samoan culture, with many cultural proverbs and oratory
traditions derived fronor reflecting relationships with the forests, reefs, marine life and land animals.

CKS avltfySaa FyR 3S23aNILIKAOFE AaztradAz2y 2F {FY2l Qa4
of species endemism. At the same time, the same faqtooside the seeds for its ecological fragility and

vulnerability. For instance, many species have limited defenses against aggressive invasive species, and while
endemism is high at the species level, it is less diversified at higher taxa levels. Ganabdity is thus limited.

The ecological vulnerability inherent in its smallness, isolation, and limited genetic variability is exacerbated by the
ever presenthreat of natural events such as cyclones, climate variability, and the impacts of humeities:ti

TERRESTRIAL BIODIVERSITY

Samoa was once completely covered by indigenous lowland and upland rainfeithstgetlands mostly along the

coastal areas and mixed upland swamp for&tice the mid 18 1 Qa ¢ KSy O2YYSNOAFE FIF NYA
introduced, the native forestprimarily on the western side dfpolu were cleared for canut and rubber tree

plantations. Agcultural development since indepdenOS Ay (G KS wmpcnQa LINRPDARSR | y2i
as foress made way for plantationsafms and logging operations throughout the whole country. In the early
MphnQaz YI 22N O0eldf 2y Sa 2F h Fdremhiying mdipprousiiestBtandstothe Ay M
LRAYG GKIFG GKS Y BaNKuiedof seconddry ghowtndXisturbesl fesisi LJX | YR { | @ A
montane and cloudorests were able to recover frome cyclones and remain the only undisturbed native forest

left in Samoa while alhe forest on Upolu Island has been affected in some way.

Afew locations on Upal such as the Uafatdiavea forest have remained pristine with limited disturbance from
cyclones, while the rest of the upland forests are now a mixture of nativaplaixed with invasive plants such as
Merremia sppAlbizia sppand rubber trees oFunumiaelasticand Castillo aelastica andSapthodea
Campanulata
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Figure 1. Map of Samoa
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KEY BIODIVERSITY AREAS

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAS) are sites of global significance for biodiversity conservation, identified using
transparent, globally standdrcriteria. The KBA concept extends to all taxonomic groups thedfatan

methodology employed to identify Important Bird Are@BAs) KBAs can be used as a tool by governments,-inter
governmental organizations, NGOs, the private sector, and other lstdélers to expand the protected area

network in Samoa, and, more generally, for targeting conservation action for all taxonomic groups, not just birds.
Addtionally, KBAs provide the building blocks for landsekgyel conservation planning and for maiimang

effective ecological networks aimed at preventing biodiversity loss.

The goal of the KBA approach is to identify, document, and safeguard networks of sites that are critical for the
conservation of all globally important and threatened biodiverskKBAs are identified using the same standard
criteria used to define IBAS, ie based on the wiemdgepted conservation planning principles of vulneigbdnd
irreplaceability. The vulnerability criterion captures sites important for species thattaiskaof extinction, while

sites meet the irreplaceability criterion if they hold geographically concentrated species, or those with few spatial
options for their conservation.

Since the KBA approach follows that for IBA definition, but extends itwerauther taxonomic groups, all IBAs are
automatically KBAs, but not all KBAs are IBAs. Currently SamodBrasyghile the list of KBAs is in the process of
being revised to include all the IBAs that have now been identified for Samoa.

BIRDS OF SAMOA

Knowledge Base

{rY2FIQa tFYyR O0ANR Fldzyl Aa ¢Sttt ad0GddZRASR® ¢KS FANRBG o
when the first bird species list for Samoa was prepared by the United StatesiBgExpedition (Wilkes 1845).

This was followed & I RSGFAf SR RSAONRLIIAZ2Y 2F O0ANR&a +Fa ¢Sttt I a
Samoa Volume 2.
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Since then numerous amateur and professional ornithologists have recorded their observations of the birds of
Samoa and a number of manuals)diguides and reports on the birds of Samoa or of the South West Pacific have
been written. In addition numerous national and local biological surveys and assessments have included bird
survey elements. The most recent set of national bird surveys werdumed in 2006 and culminated in the

preparation of species recovery plans for the manur@iaoth-billed Pigeoro abw9 Hnanncl 0 FyR GKS
0 a | (MARE 2006b).

Despite the significant body of knowledge on Samoan land birds there is still limited kigandé Samoan bird
ecology and behaviour. Anothemajor gap is the status of the seabird fauna of Samoa.

Currently, 81bird specés have been recorded in Samoa; this inclugte®reeding native land birds, one possibly
extinct native land bird (the Samodmoorhen), 4 breeding introduced birds, approximately) breeding seabirds
and 35 migrants or vagrantdine of theland birdsare endemic to Samoa and anothéare regional endemics or
near endemics.

An unknown number of bird species have been extirpaggte human arrival in Samoa, but fossil evidence from
other islands in the region indicates that it may be very significaut. §ee Steadman 1995).

Land Bird Species of Concern

Samoaand American Samoa form the Samoan Island E&2as defined by Birde International. Within the
Samoan IslandSBA20 bird species are identified dsaving restricted range, making it importaas trigger
speciedor conservation efforts for the establishment of Important Bird Argasthe20restricted range species
for the Samoa EBA9 are found in SamaaSix of these, (together with Bristteighed curlew a wideranging but
scarce shorebird), are also considered togbaballythreatened base@n surveys and assessments over the last
20 years using IUCN Red kisteria (BirdLife International 2003 All theland bird species classified as globally
threatened are endemiat least to the sukspecies levelo Samoa.

Samoan MoorhenGadlinula pacifica: TheSamoarMoorhen (Critically Endangeredijas not been recated in

Samoa for over 80 years, apart fran unconfirmed sighting in the 19803 upland forest west of Mt Elietoga.

Due to the absence of a full national survey to determine its status, the bird cannot be declared to be extinct as
yet.

Toothbilled Piggon Didunculus strigirostr)s The Tootkbilled pigeonis classified aBhdangered Of the surveys
conducted and recording documented, the todbiiled pigeon is present in only a few locations and only in few
numberswhere they range from one to 20 birdscorded According to MNRE who were involved in the latest
survey of the toothbilled pigeon, approximately 500 birds could be found in Samoa. The main threat to the tooth
billed pigeon is the diminishing of its main habitats due to land clearing aedtfoonversion along with

predation from cats and rat§ he toothbilled pigeon is not specifically hunted but has been reported to be shot
accidentally by hunters.

Mao (Gymnomyza samoenjighe Mao is another of Samoan endemic birds identifie@atangered on the IUCN
Red list. Th006review further confirms this as it is recorded in very few areas and populations recorded from
these areas usually number below 10 in each site. The Mao was once found throughout the coumgnydowut

only confined tahigher altitude areas away from settlemerdse to the loss of habitat and predation from cats
and rats.

Shy Groungdove Gdlicolumba staif): the shy ground dove is classified as globally vulnerabhgionally it is
consideredthe most endangered ofISY 2 I Qa y I (i X $o it§ Heigghpregent MBly very few numbers
andrecorded from less than 5 sites nationally. The main cause of concern for the Shy Ground dove it that it is a
mostly ground foraging bird, thus making it vulnerable to predafimm cats and rats. The decreasing availability
of forest cover further limits the Shy Grouil2 @ Rabitat.

Samoarflycatche(Myiagra albiventriy The Samoan Flyadterglobal status is classed ¥sinerable The
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population was severely impacted iyK S / @ Ot 2y S& GKI G RSO AGE G SRoyRatky 21 Ay
et, al(1992) and Schuster, et §1997). Nevertheless, in the recent field surveys for the IBA report, the Samoan
Flycatcher was found to be in very healthy populations not dBly sites visited, but recorded regularly around

the countryin all locations including close to hom&3i the IBA sites surveyed, the Samoa Flycatcher was recorded

in the range of 2680 birds, furthermore, informal observations along other sites includiogg the roadsides and

near homes, all yielded densities of over 2 per coliis is a good indication that the population is recovering.

Samoan Whiteeye osterops samoen3ifhe Samoan whiteye, globally classed as Vulnerabkefound only on

the uplands of Savaii at heights of above 800m. Due to limited surveys into the uplands of Samoa, the Samoan
white-eyehas not been well studied or recorded. But the recordings from the uplands of $astiister et al, 97)
approximates the populations to ov&00, based on the recordings @fer 50 birds on the north western part of
Savaiiand over 30 along the Salailua upland forest

In addition e Samoan trille(Lalage shargi) is classed, globally, &ear Threatened Thiswas once a common

bird in theforests of Samoa, but due to loss of habitat is now restricted to upland forests of Upolu and Savaii.
Recording and sightings of this bird are only from a few locations and in numbers ranging from 1 to 5 at any one
sight.

In addition to these, there aranother12 species that are globally considered to be Restricted Range species, but

not classed as of immediate conservation riskallysix speciesre considered to bef national conservation

concern as determined through the National Biodiversitategy and Action PlanBAs within a country are

selected to provide at least 1, preferably more, sites that contain an assemblage of these Restricted Range species.
4 of these species are also considered tsmb&onal conservation concenvhile the emaining 2, island thrush

and scarlet robin, are included below but were not used as IBA trigger species.

Table 1 below shows the status of theaESamoan land bird species of global or national conservation concern,
along with an indication of which atBA trigger species.

AAAT A pg 30A000 T &£ 3AITTA80 , AT A "EOAO
NO Common Name Scientific Name Samoan Name STATUS
1 | Samoan Moorhen Gallinula pacifica Punae CR/RR
2 Shy Groundiove Gallicolumba stairi Tuaimeo VU/RR
3 Many-coloured Fruidove Ptilinopus perousi Manuma RR/cc
4 Purplecapped Fruidove Ptilinopus porphyraceous Manutagi RR
5 Toothbilled Pigeon Didunculus strigirostris Manumea EN/RR
6 Bluecrowned Lorikeet Vini australis Segavao RR/cc
7 Flatbilled Kingfisher Todiramphus recurvirstris Tiotala RR
8 Wattled Honeyeater Foulehaio carunculatus lao RR
9 | Mabd Gymnomyza samoensis Ma'omad EN/RR
10 | Cardinal Myzomela Myzomela cardinalis Segasegamau| RR
11 | Polynesian Triller Lalage maculosa Miti RR
12 | Samoan Triller Lalage sharpei Mitivao NT/RR
13 | Samoan Whistler Pachycephala flavifrons Vasavasa RR
14 | Samoan Fantail Rhipidura nebulosa Seu RR
15 | Samoan Flycatcher Myiagra albiventris Tolaifatu VU/RR
16 | Scarlet Robin Petroica multicolor pusila Tolaiula cc
17 | Samoan Whiteye Zosteropssamoensis Matapapae VU/RR
18 | Samoan Starling Aplonis atrifusca Fuia RR
19 | Polynesian Starling Aplonis tabuensis mititai RR/cc
20 | Island Thrush Turdus poliocephalusamoensis | Tutumalili cc
21 | Redheaded Parrotfinch Erythrura cyaneovirens Segdila RR/e
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Legend:++

CR | Critically XAG Aa&a FLOAYy3I Iy SEGNBYSTE 2
endangered | judged to be a probability of 50% in 10 yé’ars

EN | Endangered| W® ®AG A& y20 / NRGAOI f
judged to be a probability of 20% in 20 yefrs.
Yo dPAG A& y23G / NRGAOFE 2N 9yRIFIYy3ISNBR
mediumterm future, judged to be a probability of 10% in 13wslrsf2

does not qualify for Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable now, but is clos
qualifying for or is likely to qualify for a threatened category in the near future.

KAIK NRaj

iah dzthe ild in thel n€ek fytde, |

VU Vulnerable

NT | Near
threatened

Sea/shore birds

The knowledge othe population and breeding status of seabirds in Samoa is pading it difficult to review and
update the existing lisvf seabirdspecies of conservation conceased on the available literature,
approximately 12 seabird and shorebisgecieghat are of global or national conservation concédrave been
recordedin Samoa (see table 2).

The globally threatene@&ristle-thighed Qurlew Numenius tahitiensigs a regular northern winter migrant in small

numbers. Several seabird species lafogl concern are either passage migrants, visitors or status unknown in

Samoa. These include the Phoenix Padtelrodroma albaTahiti PetrePseudobulweria rostrataCollared Petrel
Pterodroma brevipeand Polynesian Storm Petdesofregetta fuliginosaRecent surveys in American Samoa

KIS NBO2NRSR GKS ¢ KA G APuffinusdSeiminierant possialy te \Refigiaded & KS | NB | |
shearwaterPuffinus pacificuand Phoenix petreds breedingg y [ | G a2dzyGF Ay 2y ¢ Qdz 6h
2004) Further survey workand estimates of the number of breeding birds presentetpiired to get a better
understanding othe status of these and otheseabirdsn Samoa No IBA sites have been identified, to date, for

these species in Samoa

4AAT A ¢d 3O0A00O0 1T &£ 3AI T A80 3AATOET OA "EOAO
NO Common Name Scientific Name Samoan STATUS
Name
. EN
Phoenix Petrel Pterodroma alba
Collared Petrel Pterodroma brevipes NT
TabhitiPetrel Pseudobulweriaostrata NT
1 Polynesian Stormpetrel Nesofregatta fuliginosa ¢l QL Q2| VU
2 RedTailed Tropic Bird Phaethon rubricauda Tavaeula cc
3 Masked Booby Sula dactylatra Fuao cc
4 Great Frigatebird Fregata minor Taio cc
5 Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel Taio cc
6 Crested Tern Sterna bergi Gogo cc
7 Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata Gogo cc
8 BlackNaped Tern Sterna sumatrana Gogo cc
9 BridledTern Sterna anaethetus Gogo Uli cc
10 | Blue Noddy Procelsterna cerulea Laia cc
22 | Black Noddy Anous minutus Gogo cc
Bridle-Thighed Curlew Numenius tahitiensis Tuliolovalu | VU
Legend:++
EN Endangered | W ®AG A& y20 / NAGAOIf odzi A& FIFOAyS3
judged to be a probability of 20% in 20 ye8rs.
VU Vulnerable | “..itis na Critical or Endangered but is facing a high risk of extinction in the wild in t
mediumterm future, judged to be a probability of 10% in 100 years.
NT Near does not qualify for Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable now, ngesal
threatened | qualifying for or is likely to qualify for a threatened category in the near future.
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WX F yFGA2ylrf OFGS3I2NBR F2N) aLISOASA (K
Conservation they may not be considered to be globally threaten&tis category includes seabirds
concern that breed in Samoa that may be regionally common but are locally rare and threatg
AY {lY2]I o WY

cc

LEGISLATION

Samoa has long established legislative frameworks for the conservation of birds compared to other natiens in
Pacific However, éspitethe established legal frameworks, especidhig control of hunting of national species of
concern, hunting practices continues to dase there isalmost no monitoringdf activities. Bblic awareness
campaigndiave been unddaken in recent years

e Protection of Wildlife Regulation 2004Provides for the protection of bird species of concern based on
the NBSAP. This regulation includes all the birds threatened or vulnerable at the national level. This is an
amendment of thewild Animal Ordinance 1960 and 1993.

e Wild Animal Ordinance 1960(1993 Amendment):

e Land Survey and Environment Act 198fhe main guiding act regulating the work of environmental
protect and conservation in Samoa. With regards to Bird ConservatierAd¢hprovides for the
establishment of protected areas and species conservation programs

e National Parks and Reserves Act 1974e first legislative framework provided for the establishment of
protected areas in the form of National Parks or Reserves.

Apart from the legislation, Samoa has developed a Biodiversity Policy which provides guidance on the
implementation of the Biodiversity Conservation work in Samoa.

{AYyOS {IY2FIQa | 00Saairzy (2 (KS /2y @Sy lemibnn@mal . A 2t 2 I A «
conventions such as Apia Convention and the SPREP Convention, conservation has steadily been integrated into
the mainstream of government work in Samoa over 20 years where the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Conservation is amongst ther¢gest and most well resourced agency.

Over the 20 year period, Samoa has also developed a National Environment Management Strategy and a National
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) as part of Article 7 of the CBD. The NBSAP is now timefonain pla
which all conservation work in Samoa stems from, including the conservation and sustainable use of ecosystems
and species such as birds.

CONSERVATIONNITIATIVES

Bird conservation work in Samoa first gained momentum as part of the NdtRerks and Reserve Act and

LINEINF Ya AY (GKS mdptnQa 6KSYy (GKS 2AfR !'YAYIFIf&a hNRAYI Yy
species of importance and those considered threatened. Since thénNsRr¢eiis have been an integral part of

ecologi@l surveys undertaken in Samoa, including the 2 msjoveys coverinthe lowlandand uplands forests of

Samoa. Additionally, several bird specific surveys were conducted for globally endangered birds and some birds of
national concern. With birds alreadgentified as a important component of the conservation programs in Samoa,
several public awareness programs and conservation initiatives have been implemented over the past 20 years.
Below are some of the recent bird conservation related initiativeSamoa.

Bird Surveys
e 1991:National Ecological Survey of Lowland Forest Ecosystems of Samoa (Park892} al
e 1997:National Ecological Survey of Upland Forest Ecosystems of Samoa (Schust&oa) al,
e 2003 (ldzRe& 2y (KSMdorig)l QS o6 { I Y21
e 2004 Bird Blood Sampling &Netting Survey (MNRE/MWR)
e 2006¢ dzF QAYS2 { dzZNBSe@
e 2006al ydzySIk al Q2YlI Q2 { dzZNBSe
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e 2009 Important Bird Areas of Samoa

Awareness Programs
e 1994 Manumea Public Awareness campaign

Invasive Species control
e 20042009 Myna Bird Control Project

e 20062009:Aleipata Islands Ecosystem Restoration Project

KEY THREATSTO3! - / 1 63 ") 2% 3

1. Invasive species: the presence of rats and cats along with Common and Jungle Myna in the wild are seen as the
main invasive species threat to the bird populatioAfthough detailed surveys have yet to be been undertaken
to estimate the extent of these species impact on the native bitds,thought thatthe presence of these
invasive speciesanpose a real threat to theative bird species. Other invasive spexs such as yellow ants
Merremia, etcmayalso have significant impact on the bird populations

2.Natural Disasters such as cyclones and fires: The biggest impact on the native population of birds was the
devastation brought upon by Cyclones Valand Oia S S NI &8 mdppnQad ¢KS AYLI Ol 3
killed during the cyclones and those affected due to the loss of habitat and food supplies over 3 months for the
birds as the forests slowly regenerated and recovered.

3.Habitat conversion: the comvsion of native habitats such as forests for agriculture, logging operations,
480Gt SYSydas FHN¥YAy3 FyR K&RNEB St SOGNRO REYa O2yi(Ay

4.Hunting and Trade: hunting for domestic and local commercial market is atttivataif not policed properly
may havea major impacbn native bird populationsEspecially some of the less threatened but important birds
that may be captured and/or killed for foaahd/or cultural activities.

CONSERVATION MEASURE®R3 ! - / | &RBS ")

Conservation programs have started or are being proposed for most dfehBiodiversityAreasaround Samoa.
CdzNIKSNXY2NBx {FY2F KIFI& AYLX SYSYGSR aSOSNIf aLISOAFAO
scientific surveys and recovery prags for the IUCN Rddsted toothbilled pigeon and mao, as well as the
nationallythreatenedandglobally vulnerable Sh@round Dove.

The Government of Samoa has also enacted bird specific legislations in the form of the Wild Andimasder
which banned the hunting of birds of conservation concern as identified in the NBSAP.

Despite the proactive conservation programs and legislative frameworks already put in place, the fact is, the
threats cannot be totally controlled, so the follivg actions are identified as supporting existing programs to
ensure the long term survival of birds and the protectiorkey habitats for birds

1. 2A0K GKS AYLI OG 2F yIFGdz2NFf RA&I diBAbNtAsnée8tolsd G KS 06 A
represnt areas that will provide refuge for birds around country if and when their normal habitats are
destroyed by natural disasters.

2. AsthisIBA study was based on previggemetimes quite oldpird survey datdor most speciesa
comprehensive survey needls be undertaken for all IBA$or other areas that were initially considered for
IBA statusbut also for the wider countrysideo produce an overall population density and status of
Samoan birds.

3. Developing community involvement and community ownepsbi these IBAs is essential if these areas are
to remain of importance for the birds and other wildlife within their boundaries.

4. Particular effort should go into identifying potential IBAs for breeding seakitgsng an approach similar
to the recent sirvey work on American Samoa.
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5. Projectstargeted at providing local communities with stable letegm incomes that are undertaken on
sitesthat have beendentified as IBA should consider how to best combine both the local community
needs and conservatiomeasures that would benefit bothirds and other wildlife.
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IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS

IBAs are internationally recognized sites which are vital for the conservation of birds. They are identified using
standard set of fouglobally selection criteria (Table 5). In order to qualify as an IBA, a site must meet or exceed
one or more of the criteria and thresholds indicated in the Birdlife International guidelifegnsure

compatibility and consistency amongst the sites aodntries, the criteria are applied as objectively and as
consistently as possibl&@hereare no set sizdimits for IBAs.

IBA designations are not legally binding or obligatory for landowners to protect, but they only highlight sites that
are importantfor the survival dglobally significant bird$Organizationgnd Government Agencies can utilize the
information as guides to undertake conservation for birds and other important biodiversity in the identified sites.
IBAs are importanhot only for the onservation of birds, but also important for the conservation of important
habitatsfor other biodiversity Therefore the designation of an area as IBA further highlights the importance of
native flora and fauna in such as area with its protection bounensure survival of large number of ndird

taxa.

la Yz2ad 27 {IY2FQa ylFriA@S FT2NBada KIS 6SSy RAAGdz2ND S|
have also adapted to the changing forest condition and now inhabit areas that are léagtedfby human
disturbances and invasive animal species such as cats and rats.

CRITERIA FOR IBA IDENTIFICATION

The criteria used to identify IBAs in the Pacific are the standard ones used to identify globally important IBAs

across the world (Table 3 brder to ensure consistency and comparability with other countries, the criteria are
applied objectively and consistently. In some instances, it is necessary to interpret the criteria in a way that is
more useful in the Pacific context. All such instaaee explained in the accompanying notes.

Table 3: Summary of global IBA criteria

Category

Criterion

Notes

Al. Globally
threatened species

The site regularly holds
significant numbers of a
globally threatened bird
species.

The site qualifies it is known or thought to
support a bird species categorised by
BirdLife/lUCN as Critically Endangered or
9YRIYaSNBR 0 aNBIdzg I NJ
Vulnerable (a population of more than 10
pairs or 30 individuals) or as Near Threatene(
(10 pairs or 30 indiduals for norpasserines

or 30 pairs or 90 individuals for passerines).

A2. Restricteerange
species

The site is known or thought
to hold a significant
component of the
restrictedrange bird species
whose breeding
distributions define an
Endemic Bird Aya (EBA) or
Secondary Area (SA).

The site qualifies if it forms one of a set
selected to ensure that, as far as possible, the
assemblage of restricted range species
identified are adequately covered by the
range of IBAs identified in the country.

A3. Bione-restricted
assemblages

The site is known or thought
to hold a significant
component of the group of
bird species whose
distributions are largely or
wholly confined to one
biome.

Since the country is covered in one EBA this
makes this criteria redundantationally.
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Category

Criterion

Notes

A4. Congregations

or

or

or

(i) The site is known or
thought to hold, on a
regular basis> 1% of a
biogeographic population of
a congregatory waterbird
species.

This applies to waterbird species as defined it
Waterbird Population Estiates'.
Biogeographic populations are defined for
each species, populations estimated and 1%
thresholds are set. No sites have been
identified using this criterion in Samoa, to
date.

(i) The site is known or
thought to hold, on a regular
basis> 1% ofthe global
population of a congregatory
seabird or terrestrial species.

This applies to terrestrial species and those
seabird species not covered\iaterbird
Population EstimatésWhere quantitative data
are lacking, numerical thresholds are set by
estimating 1% of the global population. . No
sites have been identified using this criterion ir
Samoa, to date.

(iii) The site is known or
thought to hold, on a regular
basis> 20,000 waterbirds op
10,000 pairs of seabirds of on
or more species.

This isbased on a Ramsar Convention criterior
for waterbirds, adapted and extended for
seabirds. No sites have been identified using
this criterion in Samoa, to date.

(iv) The site is known or
thought to exceed thresholds

Thresholds are set regionally or intexgionally,
as appropriate. . No sites have been identifieg

set for migratory species at using this criterion in Samoa, to date.

bottleneck sites.

SITE DELINEATION

In addition to the above criteria, an IBA should, as far as possible, meet the fallthivee criteria:
1. Be different in character or habitat or ornithological importance from the surrounding area.

2. Exist as an actual or potential protected area, with or without buffer zones, or be an area which can be
managed in some way for nature conseiua.

3. Alone or with other sites, be a sdliifficient area, which provides all the requirements of the birds that it is
important for during the time they are present.

Where extensive tracts of continuous habitat occur which are important for birds, bahacteristics 2. And 3.

Apply. Due tothe nature of island biogeographwhere it is difficult todifferentiate specific habitatsor bird

populations of birdsind the customary land tenurgystem delineatingd 2 dzy RF NA Sa F2NJ { I Y2 Q&
the fallowingadditional information below that best suits the local condition.

e Sitesshould, where possiblec¢lude all areas where populations of birds of conservation concern that meet
IBA thresholds have been recorded in the past 20 years;

e Sites should inade complete forest blocks from the latest Samoa forest cover map (1999);
e Wherever possible sites should follow watershed boundaries to the lower edge of the forest;

e As far as possible the site should include within its boundary existing ConservatiofCA)ear Protected
Area boundariesSites should follow the boundaries of proposed sites for conservasadentified in the
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan.

¢ Classification for Samoa IBA sites are also limited towitese there is sufientinformation for the
assessmentSome potential sites may prove at least as suitable as the sites currently selemted survey
work has been undertaken.
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From the bird surveys information, a total of 13 sites wereeabto have the presence at least 3 speciesf
globallysignificant birdsand at least 10 trigger species for IBA sjtesnile compying with the boundary
delineation identified aboveThe sitesncludeCentral SavaRainforest Aopo Lowlans, Bfua Peninsula lowland
Rainforest, Falealupo Peninsula lowland forest, Tagkailua lowland rainforeskit Tafuaupolu, Apia Catchments,
O Le Pupu National Park, Central Upolu Highlands, Eastern Upolu Craters;Tuafatolowland Rainforest, and
Aleipata Islands Marine Protected Arddpon further review, 7 of the sites were withdrawn as IBAs ssuwreey
data were insufficient to make informed decisions on their status for declaration asNByertheless, these sites,
namely Aopo Lowlands, Tafuarffesula lowland Rainforest, Falealupo Peninsula lowland forest-Salgalua
lowland rainforest, Mt Tafuaupolu and Central Upolu Highlandshagelyrecommended for further surveyork
and potential declaration in the future.

Figure 2 is a map of th@IBAs whilgable 4 below shows the trigger species and IBA qualifying criteria for the
proposed sites. Full descriptions of the IBAs are in the following chapter.

Table 4: Important Bird Areas in Samoa

Site Site Name Trigger Species Found in Site IBA Area
Number qualifying | (Ha)
criteria
WSO01 Aleipata MPA | Shy Groundlove, Toothbilled Pigeon, Samoan Al A2 156
Flycatcher, +15 of 20 RR species
WS02 Eastern Upolu | Shy GroundloveToothbilled Pigeon, Mao, Al and A2 | 4759
Craters Samoan Triller, Samoan Flycatchet6 of20 RR species,
WS03 Uafato-Tiavea | Toothbilled Pigeon, Madsamoan Triller Samoan Al A2 2330
forest Flycatcher, +15 of 20 RR species
WS04 O le Pupt dzQ| Toothbilled Pigeon, Mao, Samoan Triller, Samoan Al, A2, 4228
National Park | Flycatcher, +15 of®RR species
WS05 Apia Tooth-billed Pigeon, Mao, Samoan Triller, Samoan Al and A2 | 8428
Catchments Flycatcher, +16 of 20 RR species
WS06 Central Savaii Al, A2 72699
rainforest Samoan Moorhen (possibly), Shy Growlde, Tooth
billed Pigeon, MacSamoan Tiler, Samoan Flycatcher,
Samoan Whiteeye,+19 of 20 RR species

CONSULTATIONS

The IBA identification process was supervised by a project steering committee which included all the main
stakeholders involved in bird conservation in Samoa, namely O le Siosiomaga Society, the Ministry of Natural
Resourcesand Environment, the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) with
Conservation International and Birdlife Internation@he steering committee with the consultant reviewed and
agreed on the initial IBA sites based on the informatwesented. To gather general public comments and input,
public consultations in the form of workshops were undertaken

A national workshop was facilitated by PECL both as awareness raising for the national stakeholders on the
importance of birdsandthINBS a Sy & F2NJ Lldzot A0 O2yadzZ GF A2y {K&8d LINE LJ2
Julyof 2009 with participation from the MNRE, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Samoa Tourism Authority,
Divisionof Rural Affairs, the NGO community as well as paréiting partners in this project, which includes OLSSI,

Cl, Bl, and MNRE. SPREP through its avifauna and invasive species staff also parfibpatetkshop was

facilitated by the consultant with presentations by Birdlife Pacific on the IBA and the of@irdlife International.

A presentation by Conservation International was given on its Key Biodiversity Area program which is collaborating
with the IBA on the identification of sites. A representative from the Fiji IBA also presented on the IBA wijirk i
including the surveys and the consultations on the establishment of IBAs at the community level. The consultant
presented the tentative IBA sites for consultations and input into existing or planned work in the proposed IBA
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sites for potential collboration in the future At the completion of the workshop, the participants supported the
proposed6 IBAs.

Along with the national workshop, a community awareness workshop was held in the village of Maagiagi two days
following the national workshop, to ree awareness of communities on the value of birds, the importance of bird
conservation and the IBA program. The site was selected due to it being one of the IBA identifie@istes.

workshop was attended by members of the Maagiagi village council efsghiomens committee representatives

and youth. The workshop started withe traditional ava ceremony conducted by the village chiefs of Maagiagi to
welcome the group. After the ava ceremony, presentations were given by the MNRE on the Government Wild
Ordinance Regulations and Bird conservation programs. This was followed by presentations by the Fiji
NELINBaASY(GlFdABS 2y L.!' Q&8 AYy CA2A YR (KS LINRPLR2ASR L. !
presentations, discussions were held on the eaéund importance of birds, which resulted in the village council of
Maagiagi endorsing its support for the establishment of the IBA as well as bird conservation programs coordinated
by MNRE. At the end of the workshop, a birdwatching field visit was dgrieeovillagers and members of Birdlife
Pacific to the Faleolefee site.
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Figure2: Map of Important Bird Areas in Samoa
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IBA SITE ACCOUNTS

WS 01 ALEIPATA MARINE PROTECTED AREA
Coordinates-Mm T Mmdn-mA®ad oo ¢

Area: 156.(Ha)

Altitude: 0-210m

Status: Marine Protected Area:

IBA Criteria: Al, A2

Site holds3 of the 7 globally, or nearthreatened and % of the 20 restrictedrange species of the
Samoan Islands EBA

Vegetation Type

{vom Paarsal ana Whater 1001)

Maasina ~ Cape Tagasia

Uafatg

Tiavea

Fanuatapu
Mutiatele N|sland

Namua island

Satitoa

Vailoa

Matatufu Aufaga Lepa ALEIPATA ISDANDS
Lalomanu 1BA
g 225 3 Nuutele Island
kilometres
uulua Isia
Summary

The Aleipata IBA follows the boundaries for the Aleipata MPAhihidudes the outer islands and the
inshore reef of the Aleipata district. This IBA is of critical importance as a major site for nesting seabirds
in Samoa as well as home to over five of the globally threatened land birds.

Site Description

The AleipataMPA comprises of 4 small islands of the coast of Aleipata which are all lowland rainforests
ecosystems. Mainland Aleipata includes an extensive intertidal zone which is home to migrating sea
birds, and mangrove forest. The coastal area was designatex BB by the district as part of a GEF
Medium size project in 2002.

The IBA is recognized as an important site due to the islands on Nuulua and Nuutele being main sea bird
colonies and home to some of the very rare and threatened globally and natigméicant birds such
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as the toothbilled pigeon, and th&hyground dove.

The inland craters of Aleipata provide a very important function both as refuge for birds during cyclones

but also a feeding ground for the birds on the outer islands where regiady migration of birds for
feeding on the mainland occurs.

The keenness of the district shown in the establishment of the MPA and the area considered as prime

tourist destination in Samoa bodes well for the conservation of birds. Bird Conservatigrapras

already included in the MPA Management Plan. The coastal area and tourism industry for the area was

recently decimated by the devastating tsunami of September 29th 2009.

Birds

Birds identified in the Aleipata IBA were compiled from surveys ofNdgonal ecological Surveys for

(Y2 Qa

f26fF YR
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Islands. Additional surveys were undertaken during the preparation of the IBA report.

From these surveyshree ofthe globally threatenedird species for Samoa were prese@f particular

note is the presence @& Shy grounedove population of over 60 on Nuutele Island. This is the highest

number of shy groundlove populations recorded in any one site around Samoa.

adzNBSe a

Comnon name Scientific name Al | A2 (203 References

Shy Grouneove Gallicolumba stairi X | X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Many-coloured Fruitdoy Ptilinopus perousi X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Toothbilled Pigeon Didunculus strigirostris X | X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug

Beichle 06

Purplecapped Fruitdov| Ptilinopus porphyraceus X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Bluecrowned Lorikeet | Vini australis X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Flatbilled kingfisher Todiramphus recurvirdgs X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Wattled honeyeater Foulehaio carunculatus X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Cardinal Myzomela Myzomela cardinalis X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Polynesian Triller Lalage maculosa X Lovegrove 92, &y 91, Schustg
Samoan Flycatcher Myiagra albiventris X | X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Samoan Whistler Pachycephala flavifrons X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Samoan Fantail Rhipidura nebulosa X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Samoa Starling Aplonis atrifusca X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schug
Redheaded Parrotfinclf Erythrura cyaneovirens X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schusg
Polynesian Starling Aplonis tabuensis X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91, Schusg

Seabirds

The site is ofurther importance with Nuutele and Nuulua Islands residence to the biggest seabird
colony in Samoa. There are unconfirmed reports of the threatened biisitgged curlewNumenius
tahitiensis andPolynesian Storm Petrélesofregetta fuliginosaPhoenix Piel Pterodroma alba;
Tahiti PetrelPseudobulweria rostrategnd Collared PetrePterodroma brevipesrom Nuulua Island.
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Other Biodiversity

The IBA site is a major nesting site for the globally threatened hawksbill turtle and a foraging ground for
the globally threatened green turtle and humpback whale, while the terrestrial biodiversity includes the
threatened mangrove forests, and other biodiversity species such a€thmstigma samoengaiu vao)

and Pteropus samoensisS@moan fruit bat).

Conservation

The IBA site is already under protection through the Aleipata MPA program. A rat eradication program is
also underway on Nuutele and Nuulua islands as part of the Aleipata Islands Ecosystem Recovery
Program funded through the CEPF.
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WS 02: EASTERN UPOLU CRATERS

CoordinatessM T M PpmmA@B MM p 6
Area: 4759. (Ha)

Altitude: 300g 545m

IBA Citeria: A1 A2

Status: Customary Ownership

Site holds5 of 8 globally, or nearthreatened and16 of the 20 restrictedrange species of the Samoan
Islands EBA
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Summary

This IBA covers the inland craters of Atua district on the east of Upolu. The IBA also indthiteis w

the Afulilo Reservoir which was once the highgsbrity sitefor conservation in Samoa but was later
cleared for the hydreelectric dam. The IBA holds the highest densities of pigeons and doves on Upolu
Island along with the presence of triggeird species

Site Description

ThelBA site stretches from the Aleipata district where craters of Lanomoa and Luaofafine are located to
the inland craters next to the Afulilo HEP dam and include the upland mixed swamp forests of Vaipu.
The altitude of abve 300m to close to 600m means the vegetation crosses from lowland rainforest to
montane forest. Other ecosystems of note in the IBA include crater lakes, mixed upland swamp forest
and the Mulivaifagatoloa watershed. This makes the site the most diversems of vegetation types,
which could also provide some explanation about the area having recorded the highest density of
pigeons and doves in Samoa. The site apart from areas cleared for farming and the dam is severely
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damaged from cyclone damage thatnow mostly dominated by palms along the crater ridges. Inside
some of the craters are wetlands home to waterfowl species and vagrants. The disturbed forest is
dominated by theMerremiaspp along the ridges and inside the craters,. The IBAs key thresatsral
clearing for livestock farming, agriculture development and the potential expansion of the-daino
into Vaipu Swamp. The soil is a combination of Fagaloa volcanic soil and the upland swamps.

Most of the site in under customary ownership belamgio 4 different districts of Lotofaga, Lepa,
Aleipata and Fagaloa.

Birds

The site has been surveyed in at least three major ecological surveys, which all identified the high
densities of pigeons and doves, including the globally threatened tbilted pigeon. A recent survey

for the IBA further confirmed the presence of at least 8 tabitled pigeons in around the Vaipu

swamp, and another 3 recorded along the ridges of the lower down Mulivaifagatoloa watershed. Mao
was also recorded from the site byly 2 were confirmed as well as two recordings of the Shy Ground
dove. Other trigger species present in good numbers compared to other siteséftudoar-lycatcher
Myiagra albiventris) and th8amoan Trille(Lalage sharpei)

Common name Scientific name Al A2 (203) | References

Shy Groundiove Gallicolumba stairi X X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09

Many-coloured Fruit Ptilinopus perousi X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,

dove Schuster 96, 09

Tooth-billed Pigeon Didunculus strigirostris | X X Lovegrove 92, Ha84,
Schuster 96, 09, Beichle
06

Purplecapped Fruit Ptilinopus porphyraceu X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,

dove Schuster 96, 09

Bluecrowned Lorikeet | Vini australis X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,09

Flatbilled kingfisher Todiramphus X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,

recurvirostris Schuster 96, 09

Wattled honeyeater Foulehaio carunculatus X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09

Mao Gymnomyza samoensig X X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09

Polynesian Triller Lalage maculosa X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuser 96,

Samoan Triller Lalage Sharpie X X Schuster 96, Schuster 04

Samoan Flycatcher Myiagra albiventris X X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09

Samoan whistler Pachycephala flavifrong X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09

Samoan Fantalil Rhipiduranebulosa X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,

Samoan Starling Aplonis atrifusca X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,

Polynesian Starling Aplonis tabuensis X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,

Redheaded Parrotfinch | Erythrura cyaneovirens X Lovegrae 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,
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Other Biodiversity

The site although disturbed in areas closer to the main road and along the ridges where cyclone
damage is evidentontains avariety of vegetation typethat makes it a unique site for Samoa. The
mixed upand swamp forests of Vaipu and Punataemoo are amongst the highest priority sites for
conservation as identified in the Ecosystem Mapping S{edarsaland Whistlerl991, Parks, et al
1992). The site is also home to other IUCN Hexfed specis such afteropus samoenséSamoa fruit
bat) and the native Clinostigma samoense (niu vao)

Conservation

The IBA site is threatened by land clearing and expansion of hydro electric dam along with natural
threats of cyclones. No conservation program ianpled for this site despite Vaipu Swamp being
recommended in previous ecological surveys of Samoa to be important for conservation.
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WSO03 UAFATOTIAVEA FOREST
Coordinates-M T M Pp-Mmo P DT HY 6
Area:2330(Ha)

Altitude: 0-740m

Status: Uafato Conservation Area:

IBACriteria: A1 A2

Site holds4 of the 8 globally, or nearthreatened and15 of the 20 restrictedrange species of the

Samoan Islands EBA
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Summary

This IBA covers high priority forest conservation site on the north west of Upolu Island. The lowland
forest was identified in the Samoa NBSAP as a high fyrfori forest conservation due to its pristine
lowland forest and the high density and richness in plants and avifauna. All the globally threatened and
birds of national concern are found apart from the Samoan moorhen and the Samoané&yhite

Site Desciiption

The IBA is located in the oldest soil type in Samoa, the Fagaloa voldaaisoiis mostly clay and

alluvial with steep ridges from long weathering process. The vegetation consists of littoral rainforest all
the way into montane forest. The steegjolges along the IBA restricted the forest clearing in the area
leaving it in pristine state apart from damage caused by the cyclones. Uafato village customary land was
part of a Communitybased conservation area program under the South Pacific Biodiw&msigram in
{A2arz2yl 3t
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of Uafato continued to maintain the area as a conservation area.
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The IBA site has been extensively surveyed since 1991 whas tasognized as one of the priority

sites for the conservation of lowland forests in Samoa. From the surveys, the significance of the site was

further enhanced with the presence of globally threatened birds sagfoothbilled PigeonMao; the
Samoartlycatcherand Samoan Trillein low elevations. IT is the only site in all of Samoa that the Mao,

Tooth-billed pigeon and Samoan Triller were found along the coastal ridges. The populations and densities

were not as high as other larger sites but the rekalpwundisturbed condition of the coastal forests in the
area ensured the presence of the birds in the site.

Common name Scientific name Al A2 (203) | References
Many coloured fruit Ptilinopus perousi X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
dove Schuster 96, 09
Toothbilled Pigeon Didunculus strigirostrig X X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09, Beichle 06
Purple capped fruit dove Ptilinopus X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
porphyraceus Schuster 96, 09
Blue crowned Lorikeet | Vini australis X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 9®9
Flatbilled kingfisher Todiramphus X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
recurvirostris Schuster 96, 09
Wattled honeyeaster Foulehaio carunculatus X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09
Mao Gymnomyza samoensi| X X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09
Polynesan Triller Lalage maculosa X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,
Samoan Triller Lalage Sharpie X X Schuster 96, Schuster 09
Samoan Flycatcher Myiagra albiventris X X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96, 09
Samoan whistler Pachycephala X Lovegove 92, Hay 91,
flavifrons Schuster 96, 09
Samoan Fantalil Rhipidura nebulosa X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,
Samoan Starling Aplonis atrifusca X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,
Polynesian Starling Aplonis tabuensis X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,
Redheaded Parrotfinch | Erythrura cyaneovireng X Lovegrove 92, Hay 91,
Schuster 96,

Other Biodiversity

The Uafato/Tiavea IBecorded inhigh densities of globally threatened birds, richness and high species

diversity with a relatively pristine statef the threatened coastal lowland rainforest. The site is also
home to good populations of other IUCN redlisted species suétiaaspus samoens{Samoa fruit bat)
andIntsia bijuga(ifilele) a native hardwood species of concern.

Conservation

Part of thelBA site is under the Uafato Conservation Area and currently managed by the village of
Uafato. A management plan was designed to manage the long term harvestimgiafBijugdifilele)

the local hardwood that was once prevalent in lowlands of Samoashthreatened due to commercial
logging and wood carvings.
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Summary

This IBA was the first national park established in the South Pacific. All the globally threatened birds
except the Samoan white eye and the presumed to be extinct Samoan moorhen are present in the site.
The protecton of the area as a National Park continues to provide the necessary protection for the
threatened bird species and the critical habitats needed for their survival.

Site Description

The OLPP National Park is located on the south coast of Upolu andigxXtem the coast all the way to

the interior of Upolu. The site therefore has the full range of ecosystems from the littoral forests on the

rugged coastal ridges, to the lowland rainforest, extending to the ridge rainforests along the watershed
area to tre montane forests. The majority of the site is made up of the Lefaga volcanic rock which has
not fully weathered, thus making the soil very infertile.

Although the site has never been logged or cleared for any development, the impacts of the 1990 and
1991 cyclones are evident with a lot of the lowland forests now mixed with secondary growth after
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