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SPREP in the NEWS


SPREP to provide support to the Pacific for Rio+20

[image: File]The Pacific meeting to prepare for the Earth Summit 2012, also known as Rio+20, provided the opportunity to reflect on the what was achieved since the first World Summit on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro, 1992.  Spanning over a period of three days, the Rio+20 preparatory meeting brought together Governments, NGO’s, development partners, the church and pacific youth to help forge a way forward as the world leads towards the next Earth Summit in June next year. Acting Director of the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), Mr. Kosi Latu says now the preparatory meeting is over, the next steps must address the challenges to sustainable development in our region.  “Some key bottlenecks in the process of sustainable development need ...
more-> 
 
SPREP statement at the opening of the 14th Pacific Islands Roundtable for Nature Conservation

[Nature Conservation]The following statement was delivered by Mr. Stuart Chape, the Programme Manager of Island Ecosystems at SPREP Hon. Minister, thank you for the insightful, challenging and thought provoking points that you have presented in your opening remarks. You have raised some very important issues that are fundamental to the sustainability of our environment and societies. We are at a critical juncture where collectively as a region we must step back and assess how well we have managed and used our natural resources while trying to meet our every day needs and development aspirations. Recognising our strengths and achievements as well as our weaknesses and failures should help us to define a more robust and sustainable future as we plan our engagement at Rio+20 next year.

        more-> 
 
"Economy must go green to ensure sustainability" says Environment Minister

[image:  ][Nature Conservation]Lami, Fiji July 26 (PIRNC) - In opening the 14th Annual Meeting of the Pacific Islands Roundtable for Nature Conservation (PIRNC) today in Lami, Fiji, Colonel Samuela Saumatua the Minister for Urban Development, Housing, Local Government and Environment of Fiji emphasized the need for Pacific economies to go green if the region is to ensure its economic viability.  Responding to the existing global pressure to change the current sustainability pattern, in which the economy, environment and social pillars function almost independently to each other, Colonel Saumatua said that the Green Economy concept, if adopted, “holds out much promise” for the region “to achieve sustainable development and poverty eradication”.The Green Economy concept, proposed as one of two ...
more-> 
related story
Pacific Island Roundtable for Nature Conservation Website->
 
Achieving Sustainable Development in the Pacific

[image: File][General]Monday 25 July, Apia, Samoa – The Prime Minister of Samoa, Honourable Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi, in opening the Joint Ministerial Meeting on Thursday 21 July at the Robert Louis Stevenson Museum, issued a challenge to the Pacific Island Governments to “be aware of our responsibilities to provide for our people’s needs within the confines of our meager resources; and to strike a delicate balance between environment conservation and sustainable economic growth and development, in order to meet our obligations for the Pacific’s current and future generations.”  The meeting provided an opportunity for the ministers to be informed on the objectives of and preparations for Rio+20, jointly consider issues that are relevant to the Pacific and generated the Pacific’s inputs …
more-> 
Summary report by the IISD RS

On Nauru, a Sinking Feeling

[image: File]By Marcus Stephen
President of Nauru

I FORGIVE you if you have never heard of my country. At just 8 square miles, about a third of the size of Manhattan and located in the southern Pacific Ocean, Nauru appears as merely a pinpoint on most maps — if it is not missing entirely in a vast expanse of blue.
But make no mistake; we are a sovereign nation, with our own language, customs and history dating back 3,000 years. Nauru is worth a quick Internet search, I assure you, for not only will you discover a fascinating country that is often overlooked, you will find an indispensible cautionary tale about life in a place with hard ecological limits…
more->


SPREP PODCASTS

Coordinating Help the Top Priority for Pacific Weather Meeting

29 July 2011: The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program is preparing for next month's Pacific Regional Meteorological Services director meeting in the Marshall Islands. Dean Solofa is the officer in charge of providing weather and climate services support in the Pacific region at SPREP.

Presenter: Geraldine Coutts
Speaker: Dean Solofa, PI-GCOS Officer

Listen: Windows Media



Latest SPREP Publications



Value Island Biodiversity: It’s Our Life!

[image: ] Download here


Implementing the Nagoya Outcomes: Review and Planning – Meeting Report of the Pacific Post CBD COP10, Nadi, Fiji, 16-20 May 2011

[image: ]         Download here 


Pacific Invasive Learning Network (PILN) Soundbites June OUT NOW!

[image: ]             Download here 



OTHER NEWS
	Leaders To Meet Experts for Climate Change Talks
29 July 2011:  TOP officials from 22 Pacific island countries and territories will meet with experts to address concerns relating to reducing the risks of disasters and the impact of climate affecting regional development.  The meeting, the 3rd Session of the Pacific Platform for Disaster Risk Management (DRM), will be held in Auckland, New Zealand, from August 1-5. Mosese Sikivou, deputy director of the SPC/SOPAC Disaster Reduction Program, said the meeting would provide island countries and territories with a way forward in terms of developing an integrated regional strategy for DRM and climate change by 2015. "A range of serious challenges face Pacific island countries and territories," Mr Sikivou said. "We need to be prepared to respond to and recover from disasters."
continued->

UNFCCC Newsletter Reviews Efforts to Deliver on the Cancun Agreements
[image: ]28 July 2011: The UNFCCC Secretariat has published the July 2011 edition of its newsletter, which features a video message from Christiana Figueres, UNFCCC Executive Secretary, in which she takes stock of progress to deliver on the Cancun Agreements.  The newsletter also contains an article on how households and communities benefit from projects under the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). In a guest column on the multiple benefits of energy efficient lighting, Harry Verhaar, Philips Lighting, describes energy and cost savings of new light technology. The newsletter also highlights recent developments and activities under mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology. It also provides an update on the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention (AWG-LCA) and the Ad Hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP). Other news includes: the launch of a new information portal on multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) called InforMEA; how curbing black carbon would bring dramatic, quick benefits to all; and a call for new technologies to avoid ecological destruction. [Publication: UNFCCC Newsletter Issue 26, July 2011]

National Awareness Day Saving Tonga From Hazardous Electronic Waste
28 July 2011: On August 6th, volunteers around the Kingdom will be supporting the launch of the first National E-Waste Awareness Day – working together with the community in eliminating hazardous electronic waste from the Kingdom of Tonga. E-Waste Tonga is working with community partner GIO Recycling to facilitate a nationwide clean up of broken electronics. Electrical waste, known as e-waste contains highly toxic chemicals and components, which when dumped, buried or burnt can lead to severe health and environmental problems for the Tongan community.
continued->

Major Meeting on Disaster Reduction For the Pacific Region
[image: ]In one of the most important regional meetings of the year, top officials from 22 Pacific island countries and territories will meet with experts from around the world to address growing concerns relating to reducing the risks of disasters and the impacts of climate change that are affecting development in the Pacific Region. The meeting, the 3rd Session of the Pacific Platform for Disaster Risk Management (DRM) will be held in New Zealand at the Auckland Airport Holiday Inn from August 1 thur 5. Mr. Mosese Sikivou, Deputy Director of the SPC/SOPAC Disaster Reduction Programme, said “essentially the meeting is to provide Pacific island countries and territories with a way forward in terms of developing an integrated regional strategy for DRM and Climate Change by 2015.
continued->

Climate Change on the Agenda During Visit to Pacific: Marles
[image: ]Climate change will be a key item on the agenda when Australian Parliamentary Secretary for Pacific Island Affairs Richard Marles visits Vanuatu, Kiribati, Tuvalu and the French Pacific territory of Wallis and Futuna this week. It is Marles' third visit to Vanuatu and his second to Kiribati and Tuvalu since becoming Parliamentary Secretary for Pacific Island Affairs. It is the first time a member of the Australian Government has visited Wallis and Futuna. In Vanuatu, Marles will meet Prime Minister Sato Kilman and Minister for Foreign Affairs Alfred Carlot. 
continued->

Adapting to Climate Change in Vanuatu
[image: ]26 July 2011: In Vanuatu, directors of government departments in the land-based resource sectors (agriculture, forestry, environment, water resources, meteorology and livestock & quarantine) are busy finalising the country’s first National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy (NCCAS) with input from stakeholders. Supported by the SPC-GIZ Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific Islands Region programme, the strategy seeks to position Vanuatu to cope with climate change in these sectors.  In the first half of July, this team of experts travelled from Torba Province to Tafea Province visiting provincial governments, communities and the private sector to present and gather feedback on the draft NCCAS. With this final round of consultations completed, the new strategy will be ready in the next few months.
continued->

Pacific to Discuss Measures to Improve Water Management
[image: ]26 July 2011: The benefits of composting toilets is one topic that’ll be raised at a regional meeting this week focusing on better water management in the Pacific. The meeting run by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) gets underway in the Cook Islands tomorrow. Many parts of the Pacific have significant issues with water supply and sanitation and the SPC’s Mark Wilson says they’ve noticed that if they provide guidance and project management Pacific communities can get on top of their water issues. He said composting toilets funded by the Global Environment Facility has proven a major success in Tuvalu. And those same systems we are now talking about extending into places like Nauru and into the Marshall Islands. So you can see we are learning in one area and now we are trying to extend those into those other areas. Overcoming some of the resistance by having people from Tuvalu themselves go across to these communities and talk about their own experiences, rather than having water experts say this is what you should be doing.”

[image: ]The Green Economy: Environmentalists Discuss Its Value
25 July 2011:  Discussions on the Pacific region’s conservation approach in the global “green economy” debate will be high on the agenda this week as the Pacific Islands Roundtable for Nature Conservation (PIRNC) convenes its 14th annual meeting in Suva.  This meeting will shape an understanding on the role of conservation in the developing Green Economy framework in the lead up to the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (otherwise referred to as Rio+20), which is set to take place in June 2012. 
continued->
	
18 New Plant Species Discovered in French Polynesia



	[image: ]20 July 2011: For more than a century, the Marquesas Islands have been a destination for artists, writers, and musicians from the West, looking for a tropical hideaway. French painter Paul Gauguin and Belgian singer Jacques Brel both moved to the islands at the end of their lives and eventually died there. Writers such as Herman Melville, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Thor Heyerdahl visited the islands and were inspired to write books about their experiences… 
continued->






Significant Gains for Pacific Islands at ‘Seabed’ Meet
Significant gains for the Pacific region and island countries were achieved at the completion of the 17th session for the International Seabed Authority in Kingston, Jamaica.  Fiji’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations Peter Thomson was elected president for the assembly, which is the authority’s supreme body. Last year Fiji was elected to a four-year term on the 36-member council, the authority’s executive body.  The authority approved applications fro the seabed exploration work-plans from Nauru Oceanic Resources Inc and Tonga Offshore Mining Ltd. Both applications were related to work plans for exploration for polymetallic nodules in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone in the mid-east Pacific Ocean… continued->


Let Guam Decide Its Own Fate
28 July 2011: The Pentagon wants to convert an American tropical paradise in the western Pacific into a military strip mall. And the people who live on the island lack the legal standing to resist the environmental disaster heading their way. "Welcome to Guam, where America's day begins."  The U.S. island territory is at the center of a planned American military realignment in the Pacific, the result of a 2006 agreement between Japan and the U.S. Having worn out its welcome on Okinawa … 
continued->


PNA Ministers Decide: Time For Fishing Nations to Take Their Own Conservation Action, Pay for Fishing Days, & For The World to Celebrate Tuna
28 July 2011: The Parties to the Nauru Agreement (PNA) Ministers returned to their countries this week from their recent meeting in Samoa, with strong PNA positions calling for distant water fishing nations to take their own conservation actions to make regional tuna management more fair among all the stakeholders in the Western and Central Pacific.  The PNA Ministers were saddened by the death of the Tuvalu Minister for Natural Resources, Isaia Taeia Italeli during their stay in Samoa, and out of respect, the PNA meeting was postponed for a day. The Minister was hailed by the PNA as a great advocate for his fisheries, his country and the PNA, whose call while hosting the PNA Annual Meeting in Tuvalu this year to be “behind the steering wheel” of Pacific fisheries development and management was heeded in their recent discussions.
continued->


UNGA Debate on Right to Water Highlights Impact of Climate Change
[image: ]27 July 2011: The UN General Assembly (UNGA) held a debate on the human right to water and sanitation, during which a number of speakers highlighted that climate change constitutes an obstacle to the enjoyment of this right, stressing the particular situations of small island low-lying States. The debate took place on 27 July 2011, at UN Headquarters in New York, US. In his opening address, Joseph Deiss, UNGA President, recalled that, in July 2010, the General Assembly adopted a resolution on the human right to water and sanitation, which he said was an important first step towards the explicit acknowledgment of that resource as a human right.  [UNGA Press Release] [UN Press Release]


ESCAP Report Identifies Opportunities for Climate-Smart Goods and Technologies

[image: http://iisdrs.iisd.org/files/2011/07/Asian-Pacific-Trade-Investment-150x67.png]25 July 2011: The UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) has released the "Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2011: Post-crisis Trade and Investment Opportunities," which concludes that trade in the Asia-Pacific region has rebounded to pre-crisis levels and the potential of climate-smart goods remains untapped. The report identifies areas of opportunity in trade and investment for regional economies, including trade and investment in climate-smart goods and technologies (CSGTs), and offers policy actions to turn those opportunities into reality. It highlights the need for additional annual regional investments of US$600 billion up to 2050, to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and provide business opportunities to develop and export new goods and services in the areas of water, energy and resource efficiency. The report notes that China, Japan and the Republic of Korea are currently leading the development and use of CSGTs, and recommends that other countries follow by integrating with regional climate-smart value chains. According to ESCAP, with the EU, Japan and the US economies slowing, Asia-Pacific countries must rely more on intraregional trade, to build resilience to external shocks. The report also recommends increased trade facilitation and the consolidation of regional trade agreements. [ESCAP Press Release] [Publication: Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2011: Post-crisis Trade and Investment Opportunities]


Forum Economic Minister’s Meeting Adopts Economic Action Plan
[image: ]21 July 2011: The Forum Economic Ministers' Meeting (FEMM) has adopted an economic action plan, which includes a section on options to improve access to, and management of, climate change resources.  The 15th FEMM was convened by the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat (PIFS) in Apia, Samoa, from 20-21 July 2011. On improving access to, and managing climate change resources, the FEMM recommended: the acceleration of member country efforts to effectively integrate climate change priorities into national plans and budgets; and direct budgetary support and sector budgetary support as the most effective modalities to deliver climate change resources, where systems are in place to effectively absorb and effectively manage those resources.  The FEMM further: agreed to consider the use of national trust fund arrangements as a possible modality for climate change resources to accrue over time and facilitate disbursement rates that are commensurate with the human, institutional and absorptive capacity of Forum Island Countries; acknowledged the need to further assist Forum Island Countries to overcome barriers to accessing, managing and delivering climate change resources in support of their priorities; and agreed to further consider how official development assistance (ODA) can assist with leveraging private sector adaptation financing. The action plan also contains section on: the broadening of the economic base; development coordination in the Pacific region; regional remittance issues; regional interest rate issues; G20 progress; and a regional small and medium enterprise (SME) financing facility. [FFEM Action Plan] [PIFS Press Release] [PIFS Press Statement]


ENVIRONMENT PODCASTS / Radio Australia
Experts Call Tourists Charge on Islands Water Drain

29 July 2011: Water shortages in many communities across the Pacific forces people to use contaminated or salty groundwater for cooking and drinking. And in the coming years it's expected that climate change will put even more stress on water supplies. At a conference wrapping up in Cook Islands today, delegates from several Pacific nations have met to find solutions to the problem. Dr Alfred Duda is a senior adviser on international waters to The Global Environment Facility.


Presenter: Geraldine Coutts
Speaker: Dr Alfred Duda, senior adviser on international waters to The Global Environment Facility 

Listen: Windows Media

Current Linking Pacific with Indian Ocean Investicated

28 July 2011: Let's go now to the waters that separate this island continent from its northern Asia Pacific neighbours.  A group of scientists from Australia's main research body, the CSIRO, has just completed a 12-day mission to investigate the currents that link the Pacific with the Indian Ocean. The mission saw the deployment of a trio of three kilometre metre high deep sea moorings with a complex array of sensors Bill Bainbridge spoke to one of the project leaders, Dr Bernadette Sloyan, who described these moorings.

Presenter: Bill Bainbridge, 
Speaker: Dr Bernadette Sloyan, scientist and project leader with Australia's main research body the CSIRO 

Listen: Windows Media


Cook Islands Continues Push for Renewable Energy Future

28 July 2011: The Cook Islands Prime Minister is continuing the push to move towards 100 per cent renewable energy on the islands by 2020.  The Prime Minister recently visited Turkey, Greece and Austria to find out more about the latest renewable energy technology. 


Presenter: Geraldine Coutts
Speaker: Ulamila Kurai Wragg, Pacific Beat's Cook Islands correspondent 

Listen: Windows Media


Turtles Suffering in Tough Economy

The impacts of the economic downturn have hit people all across the globe and have now reached Tonga's turtle population. Turtles are becoming more commonly killed for money instead of traditional consumption and it's now endangering the species. But an environmental group is working to protect the animals. They've begun tagging turtles in the hopes that they can prosecute fishermen who harvest them.

Presenter: Geraldine Coutts
Speaker: Taki Hausia, environment campaigner in Tonga 

Listen: Windows Media


Pacific Governments Urged to Valued Ecosystems

28 July 2011:  Pacific governments have been urged to put a value on their ecosystems to encourage investment in the sustainable management of their resources.  The head of the International Union for Conservation of Nature's Oceania office says if resources are given a future value there's more chance they'll be protected. Taholo Kami believes traditional practices used to manage marine and land resources in the Pacific should be shared with other countries at the Rio +20 meeting in 2012.


Presenter: Geraldine Coutts
Speaker: Taholo Kami, the head of International Union for Conservation of Nature's Oceania office 

Listen: Windows Media


Australian Whales Prove Nosey Neighbors

New research shows some eastern Australian humpback whales are taking a trip through New Zealand and Pacific waters on their way to feeding areas in the Antarctic. Before, it was assumed the whales travelled straight down the east coast of Australia from breeding grounds near the Great Barrier Reef. But this study shows some whales travel to waters near Noumea and Tonga and others to New Zealand, before heading south. Wally Franklin from Southern Cross University's Marine Ecology Research Centre, co-authored the study.

Presenter: Geraldine Coutts
Speaker: Wally Franklin, Southern Cross University's Marine Ecology Research Centre 

Listen: Windows Media


Scientist Warns Thousands of Species May Be Affected by Ramu Mine Waste

Papua New Guinea's National Court has rejected an application for a permanent halt to the use of deep sea waste disposal by the 1.5 billion dollar Chinese-owned Ramu Nickel mine, near Madang.  Dr. Amanda Reichelt-Brushett, from Australia's Southern Cross University, was one of the scientists who gave evidence in the case and whose work Justice Cannings acknowledged in his judgement. Dr Reichelt-Brushett says there is the potential for thousands of marine species, including vital keystone species, to be adversely affected by the mine waste.

Presenter: Jemima Garrett
Speaker: Dr Amanda Reichelt-Brushett, lecturer in the School of Envrionmental Science and Management, at Southern Cross University.

Listen: Windows Media


Sea Level Rise Prediction Disputed

27 July 2011: A prediction that the world's oceans will only rise around 15 centimeters by the end of the century is being dismissed by the Australian government's scientific branch.  Earlier this week, climate-change researcher Howard Brady, at Macquarie University said a study of historical tide gauge figures published by New South Wales principal coastal specialist Phil Watson shows that the rate of seal level rise is decelerating. But the Australian government's scientific arm, the CSIRO, is predicting a much higher level, of between 20 and 80 centimeters. CSIRO Coastal Impact scientist, Dr Kathy McInnes says that Howard Brady is jumping to conclusions based on flimsy evidence.

Presenter: Bruce Hill
Speaker: Dr Kathy McInnes, Australia's CSIRO Coastal Impact scientist 

Listen: Windows Media


Nauru Welcomes UNSC Climate Change Position

27 July 2011: Nauru's President says a United Nations Security Council meeting in New York has taken a step towards recognizing climate change as a global security threat. Marcus Stephen says they didn't go as far as Nauru and other small island states would have liked.  There had been talk of setting up a United Nations force which could intervene in conflicts caused by climate change, which would be called "Green Helmets", but that idea was not accepted. President Stephen says the impact of climate change on islands such as Nauru was highlighted when he wrote an op-ed piece in the influential New York Times newspaper just as the Security Council was meeting.

Presenter: Bruce Hill
Speaker: Marcus Stephen, Nauru's President 

Listen: Windows Media


Experts in Cook Islands in Bid for Better Water And Sanitation

27 July 2011: Sanitation is an often overlooked component of climate change in the region.  Pacific Island countries have fragile water resources due to their small size, lack of natural storage, competing land use and vulnerability to natural hazards. Experts attending a meeting in Cook Islands are very aware of the work that needs to be done to improve water and sanitation right across the region. Marc Wilson - regional project manager for global environment facilities in water resource management is responsible for many of the programs relating to water and sanitation in the region.

Presenter: Geraldine Coutts
Speaker: Marc Wilson, regional project manager for global environment facilities in water resource management 

Listen: Windows Media



Current & Upcoming SPREP Events
	What?
	Where?
	When?

	14th Meeting of Regional Meteorological Services Directors; 1st Meeting of the Pacific Meteorology Council Meetings & 2nd Meteorological Support Donors Roundtable Meeting
	Majuro, Marshall Islands
	8 Aug – 12 Aug

	Pacific Islands UNCCD Preparatory Meeting for COP10
	Apia, Samoa
	29 August – 2 Sept

	22nd SPREP Annual Meeting
	Apia, Samoa
	12 Sept – 16 Sept

	CBD NBSAP Capacity Building Workshop
	Apia, Samoa
	19 Sept – 23 Sept




Current & Upcoming Regional & International Events
	What?
	Where?
	When?

	Regional Workshop on Joint Implementation of the Waigani, Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions
	Suva (Central), Fiji
	25 July – 29 July

	Pacific Platform for Disaster Risk Management 2011
	Auckland, New Zealand
	1 Aug – 5 Aug

	Inter-Regional Workshop on Eco-Efficient and Sustainable Urban Infrastructure in Asia and Latin America
	Santiago, Chile
	3 Aug – 4 Aug

	GEF SGP Workshop for Asia Pacific
	Beijing, China
	15 Aug – 19 Aug

	Third Asia-Pacific Regional Meeting on SAICM – Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management’s
	Beijing, China
	1 Sept – 30 Sept (tentative)

	Pacific Regional Forest Technical Meeting
	Nadi, Fiji
	21 Sept – 23 Sept

	UNCSD Inter-Regional Preparatory Meeting for SIDS
	New York, USA
	23 Sept

	SIDS Inter-regional UNCSD Preparatory Meeting – Ministerial Level
	New York, USA
	23 Sept (tentative)

	GEF Expanded Constituency Workshop (Pacific Islands)
	Honiara, Solomon Islands
	27 Sept – 29 Sept

	Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum 2011
	Bangkok (Krung Thep), Thailand
	27 Oct – 28 Oct 

	First SPC/SOPAC Divisional Meeting
	Rarotonga, Cook Islands
	15 Oct – 21 Oct

	Ministerial Conference Transport
	Bangkok, Thailand
	14 Nov – 18 Nov

	Eighth Regular Session on the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission
	Palau, Koror (TBA)
	5 Dec – 9 Dec



Key Environment Observances for July-August 2011
	What?
	Where?
	When?

	International Day of the World’s Indigenous People
	Worldwide
	9 August


	World Youth Day
	Worldwide
	12 August

	International Day Against Nuclear Tests
	Worldwide
	29 August



PEIN Resources:
Virtual Library of Lessons Learned and Best Practices in Environment Management 





Please send suggestions for articles, events and other news developments to either of these emails miranetaw@sprep.org or irc@sprep.org for inclusion in our next issue.

Thank you.
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