



Opening Speech
By David Sheppard, Director General, SPREP

On the Occasion of the 
Fifth (5th) Multipartite Review Meeting of the Pacific Islands Greenhouse Gas Abatement through Renewable Energy Project (PIGGAREP)

Stevenson Resort, Manase, Savaii, Samoa
Tuesday 21st – Thursday 23rd August 2012
· Ms Nileemah Noble, Resident Representative from the UNDP Samoa Multi-Country Office
· Mr. Solomone Fifita, Deputy Director,  Energy Programme, Economic Development Division, SPC
· Mr Anare Matakiviti, Coordinator of IUCN’s Energy Programme
· Mr Gordon Chang, Deputy Executive Director of Pacific Power Association (PPA)

· Representative of the UNDP Multi-Country Office in Samoa
· Members of the Pacific Energy Oversight Group (PEOG)
· Distinguished Country Representatives
· Ladies and Gentlemen 

Talofa and Good morning to all of you. 

Three years ago in 2009, SPREP designated that year as the Year of Climate Change with the theme “Our Century’s Challenge, Our Pacific Response”. Yes, it’s three years on and the adverse effects due to the buildup of anthropogenic greenhouse gases, as we all know, still haunts us as our century’s challenge, and the Pacific being one of the most vulnerable to the such adverse impacts, still have the vested moral obligation to respond  as an effort to mitigate greenhouse gas buildup.
Climate change is surely re-writing the way our Pacific Island communities live their life. They are and will continue to be living life surrounded by mist of uncertainty as to what the future holds for them. Impacts of climate change will continue to be a challenge to them. And the increasing population of the Pacific Island countries, which had reached the 10 million mark, and is expected to increase by approximately 180,000 people every year, will further complicates the difficulties in addressing these challenges.  What then would be our Pacific response to these challenges?         

This year, 2012, the United Nations General Assembly designated it as the “International year for Sustainable Energy for All”. This gives additional challenge to us in the Pacific – the challenge to remove barriers to access to modern, affordable, clean and safe energy services in the Pacific Island countries - a challenge that would need our collective responses, which would be essential for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and sustainable development. 
These challenges and means to respond to them highlight the importance of mitigating the emission of greenhouse gases in the Pacific region and specifically the work of PIGGAREP. We are not only talking in international forums on the need to cut on greenhouse gas emissions, but through PIGGAREP, we are demonstrating our regional effort to reduce our own emissions by 30% by 2015 through Renewable Energy. I am therefore heartened to note that this regional target has been translated into National Renewable Energy Targets and it’s pleasing to note that most Pacific Island countries have set targets on renewable energy shares. Just to highlight a couple of examples: Tuvalu Government is aiming at having its electricity supply to be 100% renewable by 2020 and Cook Islands to be 50% renewable by 2015. These targets might be ambitious but they demonstrated the commitments shown by the islands countries in responding to their moral obligation in mitigating greenhouse gas emission. 
I must also applaud PIGGAREP, in partnership with its partner agencies like the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC); Pacific Power Association (PPA); the University of the South Pacific (USP); Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat; IUCN-Oceania and of course UNDP Samoa Multi-country Office and UNDP Pacific Centre in Suva, in making some real progress in responding to our century’s challenges, not only to mitigate climate change but strategically implementing activities to remove barriers to the widespread access to energy, including renewable energy in our countries and in particular the disadvantaged portions of our communities.
Having mentioned this, it is an opportunity not to be allowed to pass by, to acknowledge the synergy in collaborative and coordinated effort in addressing the common goal that PIGGAREP and its partner agencies are working towards – i.e. fostering sustainable energy for all. This collaboration was evident when the Pacific Energy Oversight Group (PEOG) and the Climate Change Mitigation Working Group (CCMWG) Meetings conducted yesterday to give updates on the progress of energy programs and activities carried out by each member of the groups. You have truly demonstrated the spirit of many partners, one team approach.
I would like to highlight here the ongoing collaboration between PIGGAREP and IUCN Oceania. PIGGAREP and IUCN Oceania had been sharing cost in a number of regional and country projects. It is pleasing to note some of the project that PIGGAREP and IUCN share in terms of the cost, and they are:
i. Talise Hydropower Project in Vanuatu
ii. Rehabilitation of the Mango and Mou’nga’one Solar PV Project in Tonga and 

iii. Vanuatu Wind Monitoring Studies Project

Likewise, Mr. Solomone Fifita-lead Energy Programme of SPC and PIGGAREP have been sharing resources to initiate the implementation of a Japanese funded project through the PIFS – Productive Utilization of Renewable Energy in the Tourism Sector of the Small Island States.
Lest we forget - these partnerships are all done as a team as means to respond to our century’s challenges. This in essence is again a clear demonstration of partnership in responding to our century’s challenges and proposed mitigation strategies necessary to address the region’s energy needs as alluded to in the Communique of the 2007 Energy Ministers Meeting in Tonga.
Speaking of teamwork to respond to our century’s challenges, I am inspired to note that in 2011 and half of 2012, PIGGAREP was able to:  

· Fund Production of Renewable Energy Success Stories and Lessons Learnt for the 11 PICs through DVD 
· Fund Wind Power Monitoring in Vanuatu and Solomon Islands
· Fund a feasibility study on the viability of the use of coconut oil for power generation and transportation in Kiritimati Island of Kiribati
· Funded a installation of 50 solar PV Stand Alone Systems, of a total capacity of 2.5 kilowatts in a village in the Solomon Islands
· Fund a feasibility study on the Dynamic Stability of the Niue Power Corporation’s power generation and distribution network in Niue
· Funded a Feasibility study, EIA, System Design and Specifications as well as Tender management assistance for Samoa’s Grid Connected Solar PV project.
· Funded a Regional Workshop on “Support Project for Replication of National Development Bank of Palau’s (NDBP) Energy Loan Program (ELP) - Introduction and Planning Workshop” for ADFIP members’ in Koror, Palau in partnership with IUCN.

· Funded the Rakahanga/Pukapuka/Manihiki feasibility and tender document preparation
and many other activities which you are all well aware of. 

I do note that PIGGAREP is now more than 5 years through with the implementation of the 6 and ½ years the project’s timeframe, and while the disbursement of project funds should be more than 75%, it is 52%. I do therefore note with concern that after 5 years of PIGGAREP implementation, there is yet to be any national activity in PNG.  

This is an issue PIGGAREP is facing at the moment. And that is its low delivery rate. I noted that the PIGGAREP Project Management Office and UNDP had identified that issue and are putting some measures as means to improve on the delivery rate. May I also take this opportunity urge the country representatives and National Coordinators to work closely with the PIGGAREP Project Management Office (PMO) to achieve high delivery rate in remaining time left for the project. 
As we come here to deliberate on the progress your country activities in the past eight months and as a member of the SPREP Executive, I do look forward to hearing directly from you, through your country statements, on what we should jointly do in order to improve on the delivery and the impacts of the PIGGAREP. 
In concluding, I wisk to thank Ms.hileemah Noble and all her team from UNDP multi country Office in Samoa, for their continuing support to SPREP. On mitigation we have the PIGGAREP and you are also supporting us on Adaptation through the PACC. I  would appreciate if you could convey my appreciation to Thomas Jensen of the UNDP Pacific Regional Centre for his continuing guidance and advice to PIGGAREP. Thanks also to Solomone Fifita and Anare Matakiviti and colleagues from other CROP as well as non-CROP agencies for your usual supports.
I also wish to thank you country delegates for making the effort to come to this meeting and we certainly look forward for your inputs. I understand that the Pacific Appliance Labeling and Standards (PALS) Project Steering Committee members are here with us to conduct their committee meeting during the course of this week. I appreciate and acknowledge your presence in this meeting and looking forward to your further collaboration with PIGGAREP to foster our common goal, though PIGGAREP does not go Energy Efficiency.
Lastly, I want to thank Neta and her PIGGAREP team from the Climate Change Division for making it possible to have this review meeting here in Savaii 

I wish you all the best with your meeting. 

God Bless

