Summary record of the 2nd meeting (2012) of Pacific Energy Oversight Group   

Introduction

The second meeting of the Pacific Energy Oversight Group (PEOG) was convened in Savaii, Samoa on the 22 August 2012 back to back with the 5th MPR/PIGGAREP meeting.
Members and partners presented at the meeting were IUCN (Anare Matakiviti), USP (Atul Aturi), PPA (Gordon Chang), PIFs (Jonathan Mitchell), SPREP (Silia Kilepoa Ualesi & Nixon Kua) and SPC (Solomone Fifita and Koin Etuati as note taker).

The meeting started at 7:30 am prior to the second day of the MPR/PIGGAREP meeting proper. Anare Matakiviti from IUCN was appointed as the chair in chronological order as the last chair was USP. The meeting started with a prayer from Silia and then adoption of the agenda. 

Note: The meeting ended when the MPR/PIGGAREP meeting had to start at 8:30 am but convened again during lunch break.

1. Agenda Adoption 
Agenda was adopted with the addition of two items which members agreed to discuss: 
· FNU symposium 
· Outcome of PPAC - SIS Energy Paper

2. Agenda Item 1: Discussion on the Draft 2011 Progress report on the IP for Energy security in the Pacific
As advised during the April 2010 Energy Ministers’ meeting, there is a need to report regularly on the implementation plan of the Framework. SPC presented the progress from April 2010 to December 2011 for discussion.
The report is structured against the themes of the FAESP with graphical presentation of the energy security indicators. The report provided the progress of activities from each CROP agency under the different themes of the framework. In the course of compilation of the report, it was noted that the lead implementing agencies may not have identified activities which they have leading roles but other agencies managed to implement and these are also reflected on the progress report.

Having captured all activities, the next step that SPC would like to include is to make reference in terms of staffing for each organisation excluding support staff (as support staff does not spend time only on energy but on other sectors) and a total approved budget on energy. 

SPC requested members to submit additional data to Koin by 14th September 2012 however an email to remind members will be send out. The progress report on the implementation plan for the year 2012 will be circulated and tabled in the PEOG meeting to be scheduled for January 2013.


Agenda Item 3: Agencies/Regional Energy Projects Update 

· PIGGAREP/SPREP 
·  The past 12 months activities are being discussed at the MPR meeting and the summary records to be attached to the minutes as an updated progress of PIGGAREP.
· M&E work on the PIGGAREP to be further finalised however some work has been done in 3 countries, Vanuatu, Tonga and Solomon Islands.
· Board meetings in November hopefully to piggy back with other regional meetings.
· SIDs stock steering committee at end of the year – 1st project steering committee – to be convened in Belize.

· USP
· Currently have 7 Masters Students
· Training on grid connected in Fiji for 2 days if other countries want to attend they have to fund their own participation.  Using the 45 KW system fully integrated training on 2nd week of September. SPC advised that invitation letter can be send to Katerina, if there is interest to fund  5 countries
· FEA does not have the guidelines but have willingly and able to integrate energy generated from the 45 kW system into the grid.
· USP has set up a Renewable Energy Resource Lab to be dedicated to training
· Signed with MOU with USAid – equipment for training
· Setting up – Resource Assessments in 12 countries, photovoltaic measurement systems funded by KOICA still on-going.
· Project DIRECKT – Lead by University of  Hamburg – trainings, workshop and conferences
· International Conference organised in May and held at Mauritius
· French funding – demonstration of solar electric vehicle charging station
· Micro financing strategy for solar lighting  – replace kerosene lighting with solar home systems
· ROC – Water pumping station at primary school
· RE Research work -  2 PhD,  7 Masters, post graduate students
· Designing and performing of standalone systems, 
· Biomass and Bio-fuel – CNO, cassava
· Certification and Accreditation Programme for Industry requires 2 weeks training - 3 days introduction will be carried out.

PPA
· 2011 Benchmarking report available and copies already distributed.  Raw data will be forwarded to SPC in accordance with MOU signed between SPC/PIAC/PPA 
· 2012 Benchmarking – have started at the PPA Annual meeting in July in 2011  where engineers attended from 20 countries and therefore hoping that the data reporting will be more reliable as engineers were trained on how to collect the data collection. The 2012 report will be available at the next PPA conference.
· DSM workshop convened in partnership with e8 for Northern Pacific States and Countries.  The workshop for the Southern Pacific utilities has already been completed in May 2012.
· DSM project partnership workshop in partnership with IIEEIC (PEEP 2) for 5 countries.  PPA will be tasked with the training component for the utilities is to be convened however there is a need to find funding for other utilities countries. PPA hopes to get support from SPC or Taiwan government for participation of other utilities countries.
· TheIn partnership with IRENA is underway with the evaluation of the various software to be used for this study.have started Grid connected Readiness Studies first country is Niue. Also note that Dr.  Herb wade is involved in the evaluation is converting some of the software that willcan be used for thisfurther studies.
· PPA Annual Conference meeting is scheduled for July 2013 and to be held in Pohnpei..

PIFs
· 2012  Update
·  FSM has submitted proposal for 600kW  for each state
· Fiji has been approved 1000 solar home system is currently implemented
· Solomon Island  project approved  and installation of 2000 SHS have started
· Kiribati project proposal approved and  financial agreement have been signed for a 400 kW solar PV grid-connected in South Tarawa
· Niue has submitted proposal and currently reviewed, a proposal of 200kW solar PV grid connected
· Palau has submitted a proposal and is now assessed, the project is on water desalination through solar PV
· Signed 8 Financing Agreements with countries
· Other 6 countries are in the project proposal development and assessment.
· By end of the year, all 14 countries would submit project proposals.
SPC
Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific Region 
Fiji 
· Recruiting a TA for the review of national energy policy
Kiribati 
· Finalise review of IP and online database  for energy and water
· Develop investment project proposal on EE in Government Building
· Develop of RE implementation plan and proposal for  Kiritimati 
· Part of the developing of financial proposal to be submitted for financing assistance
Nauru 
· Joint activity – Roadmap – IRENA & SPREP
Tonga
· Wind prefeasibility study, have conducted wind monitoring, some awareness raising in RE and EE
Tuvalu
· Review of Draft Master Plan on EE and RE
· Energy Database
· Scoping study in the Transport Sector with IRENA

Vanuatu 
· Roadmap and EE in Government building with PAL and PEEP 2.

Pacific Appliance Labelling Standards (PALS)
· Assistance to countries on submission of endorsement from governments (Cabinets) of the PALS programme with priority countries, Vanuatu, Tonga and Samoa. Tuvalu has been granted approval on the project.
· Samoa has drafted cabinet submission
· Vanuatu’s visit in September
· Tonga has submitted it endorsement to the TERM-C (Tonga Energy Road-Map Committee) for approval

SPC – Energy Programme
Staff
· Energy Policy Officer –  Koin Etuati main task is to take stock of policies and regulation
· Frank – Database  Officer
· Ivan Krishna – Assistant Petroleum –resigned and have replacement on board 
· Petroleum Adviser – Carlson is the current GM of SP Oil in Solomon islands and will start in late October
· Energy Security Indicators have been collected for each country. Country profile and energy security indicators for 5 countries, Niue, Cook Islands, Nauru, Kiribati and Samoa have been documented and reports available. 
· By end of December will have 14 sets and to be made available on SPC website
· Placement of IRENA Coordinator at SPC, Apisake Soakai for initial contract of 7 months.

IUCN
· In collaboration with SPREP/PIGGAREP: PAS for the project on financing mechanism on the Palau energy replication of energy loan programme has been approval. The project is for
a Market Survey. The market survey on which banks are in a position to take up the programme or to partner with, on EE and RE in new homes as this requires lot of resources.
· Project in RMI – retrofit of street light using energy efficiency LED lights and the Marshall Islands Energy Utilities have recorded savings of 0.07 cents to 0.05 cents. There is intention to replicate the EE retrofit project at municipalities for example in Fiji and other countries.
· GEF –PAS – 3 countries, Niue, Nauru and Tuvalu have received approval of the PAS from UNEP and this will link to the policy work so probably  work together with SPC.

Agenda Item 4:  An update on the status of the EDF-10 Regional Energy Proposal

· EDF -10 is a  9 million Euro project prepared between SPREP and SOPAC adapting to cc and mitigation
· Countries will apply as well as regional organisations
· Identification Fiches – 3 consultants have been recruited with Gerhard as Team Leader plus two others.
· Criteria assessments for the countries to be endorsed by end of the year however some of the originally proposed criteria such as Centre of Excellence are already included in the draft criteria.

Agenda Item 5: Side Events at Forum Island Meeting to be discussed with Tangi

Agenda Item 6: 2013 Energy Open Day 

· The concept of the Pacific Islands Sustainable Energy Week was developed as an outcome of the discussions held during the Side Event on SE4ALL held in Fiji during the launching of the SE4ALL and the concept is provided for information.
· Draft Concept includes possibility of delivering discussions during an existing energy meeting such as annual event, PPA, PIGGAREP where presentation and side events can be accommodated including trade show that opens to the public
· Members are asked to note this concept but acknowledging the logistics and difficulty in organising a one week side events during an Annual event. 

Additional items
FNU symposium
· FNU provided a concept note on the symposium for 2 to 3 days meeting at Westin with the focus on Energy Efficiency. Partnership with RMIT but would like to have support to bring in wider audience. Maybe possibility under the PIGGAREP/USP to fund for participation of other countries. Date is tentatively schedule for 19 – 21 November.

PPAC Paper
· During the SIS Officials meeting early this year, a PPAC paper was presented with a focus on Infrastructure, but Energy as part of the paper. The paper also highlighted collaborations on a range of activities between SPREP, SPC, PPA, IUCN and SIS.  The SPC Director General presented the paper to the SIS forum and the outcome of the discussion probably be presented at the next Forum meeting in Cook Islands. The focus of the paper is on low carbon shipping where SIS members show their interests on developing RE for shipping and alternatives to fossil fuel in shipping presumably the use of sails.
This report is for PEOG members to note as it may be included in the next Forum Leaders meeting and possibility in the communiqué.

Any Other matters
· There were no other matters discussed and the meeting ended at 1420pm.
· PIF will chair next meeting that will be convened probably before end of the year.




 






 




