2012 Smaller Island States and Pacific Plan Action Committee Meetings’ outcomes on energy
	The purpose of this brief is to provide the Pacific Energy Oversight Group with the 2012 Smaller Island States (SIS) and Pacific Plan Action Committee (PPAC) meetings’ outcomes on energy.
2.	The SIS meeting’s outcomes related to energy are as follow:
Climate Change Implementation and Resourcing
Update on SPC’s Climate Change Activities
21.	The Committee recognised the close collaboration between the SPC and SPREP in supporting the SIS on a range of climate change issues. The Committee acknowledged SPC’s support in fisheries, agriculture, energy, water, coastal management and health sectors.
SIS Regional Transport Initiatives and Issues
Sub-regional Shipping
34.	The Committee noted the existing work amongst international and regional stakeholders to encourage the development and use of viable alternatives to fossil fuels for shipping. Work on ‘low carbon shipping’ has attracted much interest from a number of development partners with the emphasis from some CROP agencies on ensuring the Pacific experience and circumstances are considered in these efforts.
 (
36.
The Committee agreed to recommend to Leaders that they:
c) 
note
 the work undertaken by SPC in supporting the exploration of alternatives to fossil fuel sources to improve efficiency
).	



3.	The PPAC meeting’s outcomes related to energy are as follow:
13.	On the 2012 MDG Tracking Report, the Committee recognised that the achievement of the MDGs was slow and uneven across the region. It noted that poverty in the Pacific, or more accurately hardship, was characterized as lack of access to basic services, lack of opportunity to participate in the socio-economic life of the community, lack of adequate resources, including cash, to meet the basic needs of the households.
14.	The Committee recommended the following key messages for Leaders to consider on achieving the MDGs:
b. Efforts should focus on: targeting pro-poor economic growth; creating jobs and improving social safety nets; providing fee-free education to ensure universal primary education; addressing gender inequality, in particular gender-based violence; improving child and maternal health; and increased investment in basic infrastructure to improve access to water and sanitation and energy.
Implementation of the Waiheke Declaration
16.	The Committee welcomed the update on implementation of the Waiheke Declaration, and recommended that Leaders acknowledged the progress made by Members, with the support of CROP agencies and development partners, towards sustainable economic development. It noted the importance of governance and security in supporting this work. It called that Forum Economic Ministers, in their meeting in July 2012, confirmed their core role in progressing the implementation of the Waiheke Declaration, and agreed that a technical Working Group on the Declaration be established. The Committee also endorsed the Pacific Plan and its related performance framework as a mechanism to track implementation of the Declaration.
Regional Infrastructure
33.	The Committee acknowledged the work completed over the past year by CROP agencies, with the support of development partners, on regional infrastructure, and noted ongoing initiatives across key sectors. It encouraged CROP agencies to focus their efforts where they can add value to national and development partner efforts to support infrastructure priorities identified in national development plans. The Committee proposed increasing linkages between the Pacific Regional Infrastructure Facility and the CROP agencies to enhance regional cooperation on data collection, assessment, capacity building, access to infrastructure, infrastructure investment, and integration of national, donor, and regional plans.
34.	The Committee recognized the importance of national energy, ICT, and transport infrastructure strategies that support: improvements in efficiency; improved regulation through transparent pricing; shared cost transport options; adoption of common standards; and alternative sources of energy.
36.	The Committee recommended that Leaders reaffirm the importance of infrastructure to the sustainable economic development of the region and encourage CROP agencies and development partners to work closely together to resource and address key gaps in regional infrastructure.
