IUCN- PIGGAREP Partnership  
IUCN would like to register its appreciation to PIGGAREP for invitation to participate in the 5th MPR meeting.  Over the past 3 years IUCN and PIGGAREP have held joint meetings, except for this year – unfortunately IUCN has difficulty fitting into the new PIGGAREP MPR schedule.   Despite this the relationship has strengthened.  IUCN feels it an honour to be recognised as a valuable partner in the journey to meet and improve sustainable energy services in PCS and would like to acknowledge the funding contributions from PIGGAREP to fund selected initiatives under the IUCN energy programme.  
 I am delighted to highlight the following projects:
1. Tonga Solar Home System Rehabilitation project – Mango and Mo’unga’one: Impact study – social and environmental impact assessment
Results: 


· 64 households have access to electricity through solar energy  

· Public institutions – schools and churches have access to electricity

· Noticeable improvement in the internal and external examinations

· Availability of better quality lights provides a more conducive environment for doing extra household chores - e.g. tapa making, weaving, 
· A reduction in the use of imported fuels (kerosene)- reports received that showed kerosene sale has been eliminated altogether 
· Users awareness of the potential environmental impacts  of used batteries – village undertaking to be responsible for the upkeep of these used batteries

· Improvement in services such as village shops – longer operating hours in the evening   

2. Vanuatu – 

· Feasibility study of the Talise hydro project

· Co-funding the installation of wind monitoring stations 

Results

· Installation of 6 wind monitoring stations – data will be useful for developing the VERM

· Increased awareness of the linkages between a hydro project and river and forest eco-systems.  Understanding of the value of ecosystems
· Development of an Environment Management and Monitoring Plan for the construction of the hydro project.  – Reduce ecological footprint   

3. Financing Mechanism – (Outcome 4: Improvement of the availability of funding for existing and new RE projects)
· Co-fund a workshop for Development Funding Institutions in the Pacific for the regional roll out of the Palau ELP.

· Co-fund the market survey of DFIP to ascertain their readiness to include the ELP programme in their loan support programme.
Results

· Increase in the uptake of renewable technologies

· Creation of RE Market 

· Increase private sector involvement

· Use of more energy efficient products – savings in energy translates into imported fuel savings
4. Joint Meetings 

· Share costs
· Share experiences – on project implementation/challenges/ solutions

· Reduce the number of contacts made with countries 
The PIGGAREP flexibility mechanism allows it to contribute to the various projects in countries and also to regional programmes.  The use of its resources to leverage additional resources sets its mechanism unique from other regional energy programme.  

This gives PIGGAREP a unique opportunity to “influence” strategic policy instruments/approaches to ensure project achieve their intended goals. 
The green growth approach espoused by PICs particularly the desire to move away from a petroleum based economy to a low carbon and RE based economy makes the PIGGAREP programme relevant and appropriate.  The value adding approach of PIGGARE P to the national and regional energy programmes is highly commended and IUCN would like to reaffirm its commitment to the PIGGAREP programme and support the recommendation for an extension period to allow its full implementation.  
