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Climate Change Matters.

SPREP New Strategic Plan 2017-2027

The 27th SPREP Meeting hosted by the Government of Niue 19-22 
September approved SPREP’s new Strategic Plan for the next ten 
years. Mr Kosi Latu, SPREP Director General presented the overall 
structure of the Strategic Plan in the shape of a fale, a traditional 
home. The roof of the fale represents the outcome areas targeted 
by the goals and objectives; and the apex represents the vision of           
‘A resilient Pacific environment sustaining our livelihoods and natural 
heritage in harmony with our cultures’. 

Climate change resilience is the biggest challenge to achieving the 
vision and is the overarching principal goal of the strategy. Oceans, 
which defines us as Pacific people and underpins our way of life and 
livelihoods, is a key crosscutting theme in the strategy. Both Climate 
Change Resilience and Oceans are mainstreamed into the other 
regional goals. The posts of the fale represent enablers for achieving 
the outcomes and its strong foundation is made of Pacific Islands 
Cultures and Values.  

Mr Kosi Latu further emphasised that the strategic focus and goals 
of the new strategic plan are aligned with SPREP members and 
partners priorities at both the regional and global levels which in 
turn direct the Secretariat work plans and budgets. The new Strategic 
Plan outcomes will be achieved through genuine and dedicated 
partnership among the secretariat, members, CROP agencies, donors 
and partners.   

The new Strategic Plan will be soon available from both SPREP web 
site and the Pacific Climate Change Portal. 
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Ministers discuss climate change at SPREP meeting.
Chaired by the Niue Minister of Environment, Hon. Billy Talagi, Pacific Ministers and Heads 
of Delegations gathered in Niue to discuss key environment issues. Climate change was 
given a special consideration, with Niue congratulating SPREP for the vision of its new 
Strategic Plan - a resilient Pacific environment sustaining our livelihoods and natural 
heritage in harmony with our cultures. He stressed that locally the climate change impacts 
were bringing wide ranging challenges, with cyclones affecting different areas than in the 
past. 

Minister Wilbur Heine of Marshall Islands stated that his country “is one of the most 
vulnerable countries to climate change in the world, and we share our particular 
vulnerability with other atoll countries in the region. We also recognise that the entire 
region is vulnerable to climate change and this is reflected in our cooperation with other 
Pacific islands over many decades.” 

READ MORE ...

New Framework to build resilience to climate change and 
disasters in the Pacific islands.
Pacific Leaders’ endorsement of the The Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific 
(FRDP), the world’s first integrated regional framework to build resilience to climate change 
and disasters, has been applauded by Pacific regional and international organisations.

The Framework aims to ensure that climate change and disasters are understood as a 
development challenge with priority actions to address vulnerability to climate change and 
disasters and build resilience across all sectors.

READ MORE ...

Pacific islands, ready for UN Climate Change Negotiations in 
Morocco after a three day ‘power’ session with negotiation 
experts.  
Just weeks away from the next UN Climate Change negotiations, the Pacific islands are 
completing a final round of strategising and preparation for the event with a special 
meeting in Samoa for Pacific island ministers, high-level political representatives and their 
senior officials.

Known as the High Level Support Mechanism, the three-day meeting helped Pacific island 
delegations prepare for the twenty-second Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP22) to be held in Marrakesh, 
Morocco from 7 – 18 November, 2016.

READ MORE ...

Work Programme Developed to deal with Non-Economic Losses 
from the adverse impacts of climate change.
Experts met in Bonn, Germany, earlier this month (September 15th and 16th) to develop a 
work plan to deal with Non-Economic Losses (NELS) from the adverse impacts of climate 
change.

This expert committee was formed as a subcommittee under the Warsaw International 
Mechanism on Loss and Damage.  SPREP was one of eight invited organisations invited to 
participate in this group from around the world.  

READ MORE ...

Update on the Paris Agreement.
As of September 23rd 2016, 15 of the 19 eligible (Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change) SPREP member countries have ratified the Paris 
Agreement!

This brings the total number of countries who have ratified the Agreement to 60, and total 
amount of greenhouse gas emissions covered to 47.76 %(as of September 22nd).

In order for the Paris Agreement to enter info force, 55 countries must ratify, covering 55% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions.

READ MORE ...

Tokelau learns from Samoa on Multi-hazard Early Warning 
Systems.
The Samoa Meteorological Services, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment are 
training two climate technicians from Tokelau on issues pertaining to Climate, Weather 
and Geo-physical sciences and multi-hazard early warning system. Elements of the training 
involves the familiarisation with the operational tools and standard operating procedures 
that govern the issuance of alert and warnings for each hazard but also assess how to 
replicate or connect Tokelau into the alert systems in Samoa. 

READ MORE ...

First Regional Workshop on Multi-Hazard Risk Assessment 
and Early Warning Systems with Applications of Space and 
Geographic Information Systems.
The Minister for Agriculture, Rural and Maritime Development and NDMO Hon. Inia 
Seruiratu delivered the welcome address at the First Regional Workshop on Multi-Hazard 
Risk Assessment and Early Warning Systems with Applications of Space and Geographic 
Information Systems held in Nadi, Fiji in September. 

This workshop will provide an opportunity for Pacific policy makers to share initial findings 
from the gap-needs analysis of multi-hazard risk assessment, early warning systems, 
consider the available options and measures, and discuss the appropriate strategies and 
medium-term work plans including the use of space technology application and the GIS for 
disaster management to pursue the agenda of development resilience in the Pacific.

READ MORE ...

Samoa’s Climate Monitoring Network. 
by: Faapisa Aiono and Tile Tofaeono, Samoa Meteorological Services 

The Samoa Meteorological Division is at the early stages of setting up its Climate Traditional 
Knowledge (CTK) monitoring network in its effort to increase community resilience to 
extreme weather and climate events. The monitoring network is part of the Australian 
government funded Climate and Oceans Support Program in the Pacific (COSPPac) and is 
one of four other climate traditional knowledge networks in the Pacific. 

According to Mr Tile Tofaeono (Principal Scientific Officer for Climate Services) from the 
Samoa Meteorological Services, communicating seasonal forecasts to many communities 
in Samoa can be very challenging. – “There are many products and services that is 
available and published by the Samoa Met Services, while many people have access to this 
information, we are not sure as to how many people in our communities use it”.

READ MORE ...

Hon. Inia Seruiratu at the official opening of the First 
Regional Workshop on Multi-hazard Risk Assessment 
and Early Warning Systems with applications of space 
and geographic information systems. 
Photo: https://www.facebook.com/FijianGovernment/ 

Participants of the High Level Support Mechanism 
at Taumeasina Island Resort. 

First Meeting of the UNFCCC Expert Group on 
Non-Economical Losses. Photo: Koko Warner, 
UNFCCC Secretariat
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Ministers from across the Pacific at the SPREP Meeting.

Climate TK monitoring training conducted by Dr. Roan 
Plotz and Dr. Lynda Chambers for the Samoa Met 
Services. Photo: Faapisa Aiono  

15 Pacific Island States ratified the Paris Agreement. 

Mulipola Ausetalia Titimaea, Director, Samoa 
Meteorological Services (middle) accompanied by the 
two trainees from Tokelau. Ms. Meleka Mativa (right) 
and Solonaima Mei in blue dress (left).

The new Framework for Resilient Development in 
the Pacific. 

https://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/ministers-discuss-climate-change-sprep-meeting
https://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/new-framework-build-resilience-climate-change-and-disasters-pacific-islands
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-islands-ready-for-un-climate-change-negotiations-in-morocco-after-a-three-day-power-session-with-negotiation-experts
https://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/work-programme-developed-deal-non-economic-losses-adverse-impacts-climate-change
https://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/update-paris-agreement
https://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/tokelau-learns-samoa-multi-hazard-early-warning-systems
https://www.facebook.com/FijianGovernment/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1254988174534115
https://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/samoas-climate-monitoring-network
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Solomon Islands hold first National Drought Policy Workshop 
and Consultations. 

The first National Drought Policy Workshop and Consultations hosted by the Government 
of Solomon Islands was held this month.

The workshop and consultations brought together national stakeholders from sectors in 
Solomon Islands together with the Solomon Islands Meteorological Service (SIMS) and 
the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) to work towards developing a National 
Drought Policy for the country.

READ MORE ...

Niue hosts presentation of pioneering, innovative online climate 
change tools for the Pacific. 
New innovative online tools to help Pacific islands with Climate Finance and Adaptation 
Planning that will be made available on the Pacific Climate Change Portal, were presented 
at the Twenty-seventh SPREP Meeting in Niue this week.  

These were developed by Griffith University for the Pacific Climate Change Portal under 
a partnership between Griffith University and the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme (SPREP) made possible through the Australian Government’s 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) funded Pacific iCLIM Project and the GIZ 
Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific Islands Region Project.

READ MORE ...

The Ocean in the Spotlight. 
Over the past month oceans have been at the forefront of global leaders agendas.  From 
8-10 September, 2016 the 47th Forum Leaders meeting was held in Pohnepei, Federated 
States of Micronesia where in addition to endorsing the new Framework for Resilient 
Development in the Pacific (the combined climate change and disaster risk reduction 
framework), the Forum Leaders also spent considerable time discussing oceans, and 
endorsed the Pohnepei Oceans Statement: A Course to Sustainability.  

This statement reaffirms the importance of oceans to the region, and notes amongst other 
issues, the importance of addressing ocean acidification and other climate change impacts 
on our ocean.

READ MORE ...

Weak La Nina signals observed. 
In September 2016 the Pacific Ocean cooled to weak La Nina thresholds, however the 
atmospheric variables, such as the upper level winds and southern oscillation index, that 
we monitor for ENSO evolution does not support weak La Nina; but rather remain near 
average or in “Neutral” territory that is not El Nino nor La Nina. 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA-PACIFIC ISLANDS CLIMATE PREDICTION PROJECT (ROK-PI CLIPS) 

Rainfall forecast for the September to November 2016 period.

Below Normal Rainfall forecast for: Marshall Islands, Kiribati and Nauru

Normal Rainfall forecast for: Micronesia, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Tokelau, Niue and Southern Cooks

Above Rainfall forecast for: Samoa, Papua New Guinea, Palau, Northern Cooks and New 
Caledonia.

READ MORE ...

Presentation of the online climate change tools in Niue. 

Moray eel, Rarotonga, Cook Islands. 

Republic of Korea-Pacific Islands Rainfall 
Forecast - Sept to November 2016
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Participants of the Solomon Islands National Drought 
Policy Workshop and Consultations in Honiara.

 

2016 CLIMATE CHANGE DIVISION MONTHLy CALENDAR: OCT 2016

PROJECTS/EVENTS DATE WHERE

Steering Committee Meeting – Range of GIZ Funded Projects 01– 08 October Suva, Fiji

COSPPac Steering Committee Meeting 03– 05 October Apia, Samoa

ACP pre-COP Meeting 2 – 5 October Brussels, Belgium

Review of the Pacific Island Meteorological Strategy (PIMS) 06– 07 October Apia, Samoa 

FINPAC Practitioners Workshop 12– 14 October Nadi, Fiji

Platform on DIsaster Displacement Steering Committee 13 - 14 October Geneva, Switzerland

Second Pacific Islands Climate Outlook Forum (PICOF-2) 17 - 18 October Nadi, Fiji

Pacific Roadmap for Strenthened Climate Services Workshop 19-21 October Nadi, Fiji

FINPAC Media Training 24 – 26 October Nadi, Fiji

DRM Platform Meeting 24-26 October Suva, Fiji

CliDE User Training Workshop 25 - 27 October Apia, Samoa

Tonga CGF Concept development - Vava’u water security and coastal 
management project

October 
(Dates to be announced)

Tonga
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