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A monthly e-bulletin from the secretariat of the Pacific Regional environment Programme

Message froM Mr Kosi Latu, Director generaL of sPreP

Greetings from Apia, 

We have come to the end of this year, a time for reflection on 
the past year’s achievements and also a time to look ahead 
and plan for the new year. 

November was a great month for the Pacific in the field of 
climate change. It saw Fiji assume the presidency for the 
Twenty-third Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC 
COP23) held in Bonn, Germany. It was the first time in the 
history of the climate conference that a Pacific island nation 
had been given the Presidency. It was a unique opportunity 
for the Pacific islands to make their voices heard to the world, 
as we are at the front line of and are suffering the worst from 
climate change. 

Back in Samoa, the National University of Samoa and 
SPREP co-hosted the Science Conference 2017, guided 
by the theme “Science and Technology for Sustainable 
Development.” Academics, practitioners and researchers in 
the field of science came together to share their knowledge 
on how science can be used to achieve sustainable 
development. I congratulate both the NUS and SPREP staff 
for their hard work in putting together what was a successful 
conference. 

This issue of the SPREP-Tok will be the last issue for this 
year, as we head into the Christmas and New Year season. 
On that note, I would like to wish all our readers a very Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous 2018. 

Soifua, 

oceans Pathway to be LauncheD at gLobaL 
cLiMate suMMit

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change opened in November, bring together over 30,000 
participants from all over the world to Bonn, Germany. His 
Excellency Salaheddine Mezouar of Morocco passed the 
Presidency of COP23 over to Prime Minister of Fiji Hon. 
Frank Bainimarama, making it the first time in history that 
the summit’s rotating presidency is held by a country that 
is highly affected by climate change.

reaD More …

                             ISSN: 2311-861X 

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)
(685) 21929 | PO Box 240 | Apia, Samoa | sprep@sprep.org | www.sprep.org 
Our vision: A resilient Pacific environment sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our cultures. 

Click to follow us on facebooK and twitter.

           LATesT NeWs

Mr Kosi Latu, Director General of sPReP.

https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/oceans-pathway-to-be-launched-at-global-climate-summit
https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PEIN
https://twitter.com/SprepChannel
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secratariat-of-the-Pacific-Regional-Environment-Programme-SPREP/286089054916778
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woMen’s voices for ocean anD cLiMate 

L–R Ms Carol Phua, Ms Raumanu Pranjivan-sharma,  
Ms Kesaia Tabunakawai, Professor elisabeth Holland, Ms Monifa Fiu,  
Ms Ingrid-Gabriela Hoven, Ms Penina Moce.

The crucial yet under-recognised role that the world’s women 
play as agents of change and healers of the ocean and 
climate was the focus of a side event at the 23rd UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP23) in Bonn, Germany. The event 
– hosted jointly by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), UN 
Environment and SPREP – aimed to draw attention to the 
value of inclusive ocean and climate management. 

reaD More …

Pacific region uniteD for urgent cLiMate 
action at un cLiMate conference

President of COP23, Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama with Mayor of 
Bonn, Mr. Ashok-Alexander sridharan

History was in the making with Fiji presiding over the 
Twenty-Third Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC COP23). It was the first time a Pacific island 
nation had led the global climate conference that brought 
together up to 25,000 people, “Uniting for Climate Action, 
Further, Faster – Together,” Pacific Leaders were united 
behind Fiji’s COP23 presidency, recognising the unique 
opportunity that this meeting provides for the region, to 
build on the outcome of the United Nations Conference 
earlier this year, and ensure larger nations consider some 
of the critical issues facing small island developing states. 

reaD More …

siDs at the front Line of troPicaL 
cycLones 

Hon. Inia seruiratu, delivering opening remarks, and Ambassador  
Amena Yauvoli.

Islands are experiencing an increase in the intensity of 
tropical cyclones, and this will become the new normal. 
This was the key message during yesterday’s joint side 
event between Climate Analytics and SPREP, held during 
the UNFCCC COP23. The side event, titled “Lessons 
from the Tropical Cyclones Frontline: Adaptation, 
resilience and loss and damage” drew from the harrowing 
experiences of Fiji with Cyclone Winston last year, and 
most recently in the Caribbean islands of Antigua and 
Barbuda with Hurricanes Irma and Maria, both of which hit 
the islands in the time span of two weeks. 

reaD More …

science conference 2017: science anD 
technoLogy for sustainabLe DeveLoPMent

samoa. Photo: R.Wright/sPReP

The National University of Samoa in partnership with 
SPREP co-hosted the Science Conference 2017: Science 
and Technology for Sustainable Development from 22 
to 24 November 2017. The three day conference was 
the first major initiative between the University and the 
Secretariat since the signing of the 2015 Memorandum of 
Understanding. 

reaD More …

https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/womens-voices-for-ocean-and-climate
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-region-united-for-urgent-climate-action-at-un-climate-conference
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/sids-at-the-frontline-of-tropical-cyclones
https://www.sprep.org/news/science-conference-2017-science-and-technology-for-sustainable-development
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“inforM” LeaDing to inforMeD 
environMentaL Decisions for the Pacific

The participants during Day 1 of the Inform Project Inception Workshop. 
Photo: W.Isenhower/sPReP

Helping the Pacific region make informed decisions for 
bettering our environment is at the core of a new, ground-
breaking project launched at the SPREP campus. Aptly 
known as “Inform”, this is the first time the Pacific islands 
are embarking on an endeavour to collect environmental 
information and house the information in a single national 
databases for countries, as well as collate them in a 
regional database. 

reaD More …

the caLL froM Pacific LeaDers for 
iMMeDiate cLiMate change

The Pacific side event drew a strong crowd.

SPREP and the Governments of Tuvalu and Vanuatu, 
came together to hold a joint side event entitled 
“Pacific Island Climate Action and Finance: Successes, 
challenges and lessons learned,” at the UNFCCC 
COP23 in Bonn, Germany. The side event featured 
a diverse panel, which included the Prime Minister 
of Tuvalu, Hon. Enele Sopoaga, who highlighted 
the priorities and challenges faced by Pacific island 
countries. 

reaD More …

PLastic waste overwheLMingLy high in 
Pacific ocean

sPReP’s Pollution Adviser, Mr Anthony Talouli. Photo: sPReP

Environmentalists are pleading for the Pacific islands 
to completely ban plastic bags as a stepping stone to 
a plastic free region. At the Science Conference 2017: 
Science and Technology for Sustainable Development, 
SPREP Pollution Adviser, Mr Anthony Talouli says 
countries in the Pacific are gradually moving towards 
banning plastic bags following continued discovery of 
plastic made products in marine wildlife. 

reaD More …

raKa 7’s inauguraL tournaMent in fiji 
coMMits to a PLastic free event

Pledging to say no to plastic.

What do Rugby sevens and a plastic free environment 
have in common? In Fiji, the Raka 7’s tournament 
which was held in November was a plastic free event, 
empowering competing teams and spectators to “ditch the 
plastic”. 80 teams, including 16 women’s teams battled 
it out on the rugby field, supported by SPREP and other 
partners, in raising awareness of the need for responsible 
waste practices and good environmental behaviour. 

reaD More …

https://www.sprep.org/environmental-monitoring-governance/informleading-to-informed-environmental-decisions
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/the-call-from-pacific-leaders-for-immediate-climate-action
https://www.sprep.org/waste-management-pollution-control/paific-waste-overwhelmingly-high-in-pacific-ocean
https://www.sprep.org/waste-management-pollution-control/raka7s-inaugural-tournament-in-fiji-commits-to-a-plastic-free-event
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PaciFic biodiversiTy blue belT To suPPorT 
ocean HealTH in THe PaciFic region

French Polynesia.

Pacific Biodiversity Blue Belt is a two and a half year 
project to enhance integrated ocean management and 
marine biodiversity conservation in New Caledonia, 
Wallis and Futuna, French Polynesia and Pitcairn Islands 
Overseas Countries and Territories. The project aims 
to coordinate national activities and provides financial 
support to help the four OCTs to implement their Marine 
Protected Areas actions, put into use the appropriate 
technology for surveillance and monitoring of the MPAs, 
and develop good ecotourism practices. 

read More …

sPc and sPreP esTablisH MulTi-year 
resilienT PaciFic PrograMMe

On 28 November 2017, members of the senior leadership 
teams from the Pacific Community (SPC) and SPREP 
agreed to develop a joint Resilient Pacific Programme 
during a day-long strategic planning discussion held in 
Suva, Fiji. The high-level meeting between these leading 
Pacific regional inter-governmental agencies builds on the 
Memorandum of Understanding which was signed at SPC 
Headquarters in Noumea in July 2017. 

read More ...

MeMoranduM oF cooPeraTion For J-PrisM ii 
ProJecT signed

SPREP) and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
officially signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) on the 
Japanese Technical Cooperation Project for Promotion of Regional 
Initiative on Solid Waste Management in Pacific Island Countries Phase 
II (J-PRISM II) in Apia last month. 

read More ...

           LATEST NEWS

JICA Deputy Director General for the Global Environment Department, Mr Satoshi Shigiya, and 
SPREP Director General, Mr Kosi Latu signing the Memorandum of Cooperation. Photo: SPREP

https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PEIN
https://twitter.com/SprepChannel
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secratariat-of-the-Pacific-Regional-Environment-Programme-SPREP/286089054916778
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secratariat-of-the-Pacific-Regional-Environment-Programme-SPREP/286089054916778
https://www.sprep.org/biodiversity-ecosystems-management/pacific-biodiversity-blue-belt-to-support-ocean-health-in-the-pacific-region
https://www.sprep.org/general-news/pacific-community-spc-and-pacific-regional-environment-programme-sprep-establish-multi-year-resilient-pacific-programme
http://www.sprep.org/waste-management-pollution-control/memorandum-of-cooperation-for-j-prism-ii-project-signed

