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CLIMATE CHANGE SCOPING STUDY CONTEXT 
 

1. It is widely recognised that small Pacific Island Countries (PICs) are on the global fore-front of climate change with increasing 
evidence that the impacts of climate change are already affecting some PICs. The findings outlined in the Intergovernmental 
�3�D�Q�H�O�� �R�Q�� �&�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �&�K�D�Q�J�H�¶�V�� �)�R�X�U�W�K�� �$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�� �5�H�S�R�U�W�� ���,�3�&�&�� ���$�5���� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �S�U�H�F�L�S�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V����
intensification of extreme weather events, ocean acidification, increasing air and ocean temperatures and sea-level rise all 
threaten to seriously undermine development in many PICs (Table 1). In the case of some PICs these impacts are likely to 
lead to the displacement and dislocation of Pacific Island peoples, customs and cultures.  

 
Table 1 - Climate Change Projections for Pacific Region (relative to 1961 to 1990 period; source IPCC 4AR)  

 
Climate Change Projections 

�x Surface air temperature increases of 1.0 to 4.17ºC in the northern Pacific by 2070-2100 
�x Surface air temperature increases of 0.99 to 3.11ºC in the southern Pacific by 2070-2100 
�x Increases to sea surface temperature of 1.0 to 3.0ºC by 2070-2100 
�x Acidification of ocean waters by 0.3 to 0.4 units by 2100  
�x Sea-level rise of 0.19 to 0.58 m by 2100 
�x Rainfall increases or decreases from -2.7% to +25.8% in the northern Pacific by 2070-2100 
�x Rainfall increases or decreases from -14% to +14.6% in the southern Pacific by 2070-2100 
�x Possible increased frequency and/or intensity of extreme weather events including droughts, floods and tropical 

cyclones which may exhibit increased peak wind speeds and higher mean and peak rainfall  
 
2. The consensus view from the recent International Scientific Congress on Climate Change held in Copenhagen this year (10-

12 March 2009) offers little solace with respect to the aforementioned climate change projections. Findings assessed at the 
Copenhagen Congress suggest that Earth is presently tracking towards the worst-case impact scenarios outlined in the IPCC 
4AR, and that these scenarios may be overly conservative. If present greenhouse gas emission trends continue, scientists 
now consider that the Pacific region could experience mean sea-level increases of as much as 1m by the turn of the century. 
Furthermore, they suggest th�D�W�� �³�«for many key parameters, the climate system is already moving beyond the patterns of 
�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Y�D�U�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���R�X�U���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���K�D�Y�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�U�L�Y�H�G�«���>�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H�@���«�L�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���U�L�V�N��
that many of the trends will accelerate, leading to an increasing risk of abrupt or irreversible climatic shifts���´�� ���&�R�S�H�Q�K�D�J�H�Q��
Climate Change Council, April 2009). 

 
3. Through their 2008 Niue Declaration on Climate Change endorsed at the 39th Pacific Island Forum (PIF) meeting, Pacific 

leaders reite�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�H�S���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���³�«�V�H�U�L�R�X�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���R�I���D�Q�G���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�U�H�D�W���S�R�V�H�G���E�\���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�R���W�K�H��
economic, social, cultural and environmental well-being and security of Pacific Island Countries�«�´���7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G��
for the international community to work together for common solutions. At the global level, the United Nations Secretary-
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���� �0�U���� �%�D�Q���.�L�� �0�R�R�Q���� �K�D�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �U�H�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V�H�G���W�K�H���8�1�¶�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �3�,�&�V���Z�L�W�K�� �³�«mitigation, 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction, taking into account the special vulnerability [they] face�´�� ���1�L�X�H�� �3�D�F�L�I�L�F�� �,�V�O�D�Q�G�� �)�R�U�X�P��
Leaders Meeting, 19 October 2008). More recently at Poznan COP 14 meeting (December 2008), the Secretary General 
�V�W�U�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D�O�O���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R���³�«��keep climate change at the top of national agendas�«� ́

 
4. �:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���G�X�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I�� �D�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�D�F�L�I�L�F�¶�V���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �D�Q�G���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D��

coordinated approach to tackle this complex issue, a �E�U�R�D�G�� �F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� ���³�V�F�R�S�L�Q�J�� �V�W�X�G�\�´������ �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J�� �R�Y�H�U�� ������
stakeholders, was undertaken to inform the United Nations Country Teams in Fiji, Samoa and Papua New Guinea and senior 
management within the UN System on options to scale up support to PICs on climate change.  

 
5. The timing and focu�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�F�R�S�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�\���Z�D�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D���³�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���Q�R�W�H�´���R�Q���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W��

of a United Nations Inter Agency Climate Change Centre (IACCC) which was distributed at the 39th Pacific Island Forum 
Leaders Meeting in August 2008 and presented along with other UN System climate change-related initiatives to PIC 
Governments and development partners at the Pacific Climate Change Round Table in October 2008. The concept note 
outlined the vision for an IACCC that would: (i) provide coordinated United Nations technical advice on climate change-
related policy, (ii) support knowledge management in the field of climate change, (iii) assist countries with the design and 
implementation of adaptation and mitigation programme proposals, (iv) provide technical advice on the development of all 
United Nations initiatives, and (v) establish and maintain regional partnerships on climate change. The development of the 
IACCC concept note was a joint initiative between the Fiji, Samoa and Papua New Guinea United Nations Country Teams 
�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���2�X�W�F�R�P�H�� �*�U�R�X�S�� �R�Q�� �³�6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�´�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
Sub-Regional Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) (2008-2012) covering the work of 17 United Nations agencies 


