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Overview:

The purpose of this abbreviated

“Summary Report” is to provide the UN System

and external stakeholders with the key results from a

broad-based Climate Change “Scoping Study” to identify options for the

UN System to scale up climate change support to Pacific Island Countries. The
report contains a series of recommendations proposing potential focal areas for
future UN System Climate Change programming work and collaborative
opportunities. Specific feedback on the Inter Agency Climate Change Centre
(IACCC) concept note and other development support mechanisms is provided.
The scoping study was commissioned by the UN System in the Pacific with
funding by UNDP.



CLIMATE CHANGE SQ@RETUDY CONTEXT

1. Itis widely recognised that small Pacific Island Countries (PICs) are onfitomigtdlzdinfiate change with increasing
evidence that the impadtclimate change are already affecting some PICs. The findings outlined in the Intergovernm
3DQHO RQ &OLPDWH &KDQJHTV )RXUWK $VVHVVPHQW 5HSRUW ,3&¢
intensification of extreme weather eventsaddé&ation, increasing air and ocean temperaturds\aidiseall
threaten to seriously undermine development in many PICs (Table 1). In the case of some PICs these impacts are
lead to the displacement and dislocation of Patjifiedplas, customs and cultures.

Table 1 Climate Change Projections for Pacific Region (relative to 1961 to 1990 period; source IPCC 4AR)

Climate Change Projections

Surface air temperature increases of 1.0 to 4.17°C in the northern RPatffix by 2070

Surface air temperature increases of 0.99 to 3.11°C in the southern P2bific by 2070

Increases to sea surface temperature of 1.0 to 3.0°216% 2070

Acidification of ocean waters by 0.3 to 0.4 units by 2100

Sealevel rise of 0.19 to 0.58 m @y 21

Rainfall increases or decreasesXrh to +25.8% in the northern Pacific 2y @070

Rainfall increases or decreasesliféfto +14.6% in the southern Pacific 212070

Possible increased frequency and/or intensity of extreme weatkkrdevgrioughts, floods and trg
cyclones which may exhibit increased peak wind speeds and higher mean and peak rainfall

X X X X X X X X

2. The consensus view from the letemtational Scientific Congress on Climateh€lthimg€openhagen this year (10
12 Marte 2009) offers little solace with respect to the aforementioned climate change projections. Findings assesse
Copenhagen Congress suggest that Earth is presently tracking towaaketiepaoctstcenarios outlined in the IPCC
4AR, and that #eescenarios may be overly conservative. If present greenhouse gas emission trends continue, scie
now consider that the Pacific region could experienceleveaimsesases of as much as 1m by the turn of the century.
Furthermore, they suggebt\tffoBmany key parameters, the climate system is already moving beyond the patterns
QDWXUDO YDULDELOLW\ ZLWKLQ ZKLFK RXU VRFLHW\ DQG HFRQRP\ KI
that many of the trends will accelesatimg to an increasing risk of abrupt or irreversible climatic8sRifssH Q KD J H C
Climate Change Council, April 2009).

3. Through the2008Niue Declaration on Climate Cleantpesed at thet8Bacific Island Forum (PIF) meeting, Pacific
leadersretd DWHG WKHLU GKWBUERQINHIXU URHQWKH SDFWYV RI DQG JURZLQJ
economic, social, cultural and environmebthgelhd security of Pacific Island CeunhtrtK H\ DOVR QRWHG \
for the internatibrmmmunity to work together for common solutions. At the global level, the United Nations Secre
*HQHUDO OU %DQ .L ORRQ KDV WWBRQW GR PP HWBHK QWL Whiiganas B RAILW \
adaptation and disaster risk reduetkimg into account the special vulndtabilifgce” 1LXH 3DFLILF ,VODQC
Leaders Meeting, 19 October 2008). More recently at Poznan COP 14 meeting (December 2008), the Secretary
VWUHVVHG WKH QH Hkeeq BihaEhénge &tih¥ @mbbriatibial\dgeridas

4, :LWKLQ WKH GXDO FRQWH[W RI D JURZLQJ FRQFHUQ IRU WKH 3DFLILF
coordinated approach to tackle this complex IESURBG FRQVXOWDWIMRQGSUREBYRO ¥YYBDR S
stakeholders, was undertaken to inform the United Nations Country Teams in Fiji, Samoa and Papua New Guinea a
management within the UN System on options to scale up support to PICs on climate change

5. The timing and foduR1 WKH VFRSLQJ VWXG\ ZDV SULPDULO\ GULYHQ E\ WKH G
of aUnited Nations Inter Agency Climate Chang¢lAead which was distributed 88thdPacific Island Forum
Leaders Meetinmg August 2008 aptesented along with other UN System climateetdtogeitiatives to PIC
Governments and development partnerdatifiteClimate Change Round ifhaBletober 2008. The concept note
outlined the vision for an IACCC that would: (i) provideedddniied Nations technical advice on climate change
related policy, (ii) support knowledge management in the field of climate change, (iii) assist countries with the de
implementation of adaptation and mitigation programme proposdéste@vinralvadvice on the development of all
United Nations initiatives, and (v) establish and maintain regional partnerships on climate change. The developme
IACCC concept note was a joint initiative between the Fiji, Samoa and PaplunieivNatimes Country Teams
IDFLOLWDWHG E\2WWH BRH WHRXSEDRQ RIVWDLQDEOH (QYLURQPHQWDC
SubRegional Development Assistance Framework (UNBZF)2)260& ring the work of 17 United Natioiesagenc
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