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A project facilitating implementation
measures designed to help Pacific
communities mitigate the affects of climate
change has been requested by leaders and
environmental protagonists in the Pacific
region since 2003*.

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional
Environment Programme (SPREP) and the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) have played an important role in
facilitating a dialogue on this global issue

and, in March 2005, formally introduced the Pacific
Adaptation to Climate Change (PACC) Project concept
to Pacific Island Countries (PICs) at a workshop held in
Suva, Fiji.  The PACC Project concept was
unanimously endorsed by PIC representatives.

Funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and
implemented by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the PACC Project aims to enhance
the capacity of the participating countries to adapt
to climate change, including variability, in selected
key development sectors.

Although the PACC Project is regional in scope, it is
best described as an umbrella mechanism for
nationally driven and implemented adaptation
initiatives.

The regional component of PACC include oversight of
the project to ensure that the PACC objective is met,
that technical backstopping as requested by
countries is provided, and that a platform for
exchange of lessons learned and best practices
between the countries and the wider global
community is set.

* Pacific Forum Communiques of 2003-2007; Pacific
Regional Environment Programme decisions  2003-2006
and Reports of the 15th, 16th and 17th SPREP Meeting.

Background



Pacific Adaptation to Clim
ate Change

H
IG

H
LIG

H
TS-I

July
2008

6

To enhance the capacity of
participating countries to adapt
to climate change, including
variability, in selected key
development sectors.

This objective is based on national
consultations with experts on climate
change and development practitioners in
the eleven participating Pacific Island
Countries.

O
bjective

Three key PACC development
areas build resilience to climate
change in Pacific communities:

Water Resource
Management

Food
Production and
Food Security

Coastal
Managemement

BUILDING

COMMUNITY

RESILIENCE
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Enhanced adaptive capacity in key
development sectors.

Food production & food security

Fiji
Palau
Papua New Guinea
Solomon Islands

Coastal management

Cook Islands
Federated States of Micronesia
Samoa
Vanuatu

Water resource management

Marshall Islands
Nauru
Niue
Tonga
Tuvalu

Adaptation to climate change priorities
integrated in National Policies and
Programmes in key development
sectors.

Regional Cooperation promoted
between participating countries to
share lessons learned and promote
innovation in mainstreaming adaptation
to climate change.

1

2

3
O

utcom
es

Climate change impacts on food production and
food security is of major concern to PICs.
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The PACC Project will be the first
GEF project in the Pacific islands
region drawing on the Special

Climate Change Fund (SCCF) focusing
specifically on adaptation implementation
in thirteen countries simultaneously.  It is
based on country-driven priorities as
articulated in national communications to
the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the National
Adaptation Progamme for Action (NAPA)
for Least Developed Countries, as well as
in the regionally and nationally endorsed
Pacific Islands Framework on Climate
Change (2006-2015).

GEF will play a catalytic role in
leveraging national level investments
towards meeting the additional

costs of adaptation to climate change.  All
countries have already committed the
necessary co-financing towards this
project.

The PACC Project represents an
important opportunity for the GEF
to take the lead on piloting

approaches to adaptation and lessons
from this initiative have the potential to
be widely disseminated for replication.

Innovative Approach

1

2

3
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The PACC Project builds on lessons learnt
from previous GEF projects in the Pacific.
The regional component, for example, will be

streamlined to place more responsibility for the
execution of the PACC on country personnel.
Targeted capacity building and technical support
initiatives will be implemented for key local
stakeholders who will play a pivotal role in the
success of the project.

At 1-2m above sea level, Tuvalu faces a particular threat
from rising sea levels.

4
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The PACC project is part of an extensive
network of climate change and DRR/DRM
programmes and activities that are
currently being implemented in the Pacific
region. It links the needs of Pacific Island
countries as set out in the Pacific Islands
Framework for Action on Climate Change
(PIFACC) particularly Principle One;
“Implementing Adaptation Measures.”

PACC activities, by their design, build on
existing programmes and activities in the
participating countries.Thus, the project
contributes to sustainability by engaging all
relevant stakeholders in the design,
planning and implementation of the
adaptation activities. The stakeholders will
be engaged, as appropriate, to carry out
the various tasks/activities planned under
the project.

Partnership Fram
ew

ork

Water Resource
Management

Coastal
Managemement

PACC
Thematic
areas

Non-Thematic
areas

Food
Production
and Food
Security
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Assessm
ent Criteria

1
2

3

4

Drought in Papua New Guinea, 2006

In order to facilitate the selection of
the priority area for PACC intervention,
the following criteria were used by
stakeholders during national
consultations:

Vulnerability to climate change
assessments.

Alignment with existing and
planned national development
programmes.

Availability of baseline
assessments and the
identification of additional
activities ready for
implementation.

Ability of the country to co-
finance and implement climate
change adaptation at the
national level.
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