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Kiribati’s experience

Mr. Farran Redfern
Environment & Conservation 

Division



Pa
ci

fic
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

t F
or

um
 2

01
1

Scope of presentation

• National policy frameworks related to 
climate change in Kiribati

• National climate change priority areas
• Achievements
• Challenges 
• Opportunities
• Summary 
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National policy frameworks 
on climate change

• Kiribati Development Plan 2008 - 2011
• Kiribati Climate Change Adaptation 

Policy Statement and Strategy 2005
• Draft National Climate Change 

Framework 2010
• Draft National Integrated Environment 

Policy 2011

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National adaptive responses to climate change in terms of national policies. National Development Plan recognises climate change as one of the sub key policy area under Environment Policy AreaKiribati Climate Change Adaptation Policy Statement and Strategy 2005 focusing on three main aims:a) Kiribati should be mentally, physically and financially well prepared to deal with whatever climatic trends and events the future may hold;b) This should be achieved through a co-ordinated, participation-based adaptation programme carried out by official and private agencies; andc) external financial assistance should be obtained to meet the costs of the national adaptation programmeThe strategy aims to implement the Government’s policy statement on adaptation to climate change as aboveThe national integrated environment policy under its climate change policy area identifies supporting community-based adaptation initiatives as one of the important strategies to build on existing adaptation measures and continue with implementation of concrete adaptation measures aimed at protecting environment services
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Kiribati national priorities on 
climate change adaptation

• KAP II project investing in water and 
coastal sectors. KAP III includes disaster 
risk reduction focusing on communities

• NAPA II project – agriculture, fisheries and 
food security 

• GEF SGPKi – community small scale 
projects on water, sanitation, coastal and 
conservation

• Italian funded projects – renewable 
energy on outer islands

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locally Managed Adaptation Planning of KAP III will develop plans to help communities and government (both central and sub-national/councils) to improve resilience at a villa and island level by identifying risk localities and vulnerable public infrastructure, preferred management actions, potential resources and solutions.  Implementation mitigation measures will be achieved though other activities with an emphasis on locally managed solutions implemented within an overarching national strategy. 



Pa
ci

fic
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

t F
or

um
 2

01
1

Achievements 
• Climate change is reflected in the Kiribati 

Development Plan 2008 - 2011
• KAP II project with the World Bank 
• GEF SGPKi funded community projects
• Italian funded climate change projects
• Mangrove planting initiatives
• Establishment of PIPA 
• New sectoral plans and policies integrate 

climate change including water and 
sanitation policies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sectoral Plans and responses to climate change:	-Water and Sanitation Policy and Strategy	-Coastal Hazard and Risk Assessment Study	-Environment Act integrating climate change into the EIA processes	-Building Codes integrates climate change factors	-Coastal engineering processes integrates climate change (in process)



UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon planted mangrove 
seedlings during his visit to Kiribati, 

Monday 5th September 2011 
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Challenges
• Technical capacity  
• Lack of reliable climate data and 

information
• Coordination of national activities and 

programmes
• Awareness to village level communities
• Lack of leadership across the sectors
• Lack of predictable resources to 

supplement the needs
• Growing complexity of emerging political 

climate change issues

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Limited technical capacity of locals in understanding the technical reports  produced by national climate change project consultants hence results in such important reports not fully utilized in relevant sectors like coastal engineering, etc. Also important is the lack of mainstreaming of climate change into sectors We require all sectors to be able to receptive of climate change and their respective role from their own sectors.  These often lacking and require more champions and leaders to achieve a common goal of “whole of government” approach.Resources are available but are often not sufficient to meet growing urgent needs from developing countries particularly SIDS.An example of a politicized position on climate change is migration with merits which currently being advocated through up-skilling programs.  These are inter adaptation policies that extends beyond the horizon of domestic policies and we anticipate to receive more political position on climate change e.g. Floating islands, etc.  How these are fit in the context of existing policies are considered challenges in the arena of future climate change. (if you think relevant you can add in yr discussion, otherwise we can treat this as our own internal issue)



Some of the damages to the road and causeway 
infrastructures during the heavy storm in October 

2006
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Opportunities

• National and regional initiatives including 
the Centre of Excellence for Atoll 
Agriculture Research and Development 
in the Pacific with SPC

• Funding and technical support from 
partners including AUSAID, NZAID 
UNDP, WB, EU, Taiwan, etc

• Scaling up of successful national pilot 
initiatives/projects

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Centre which is established to spearhead development of technologies and research on best agricultural practices to help atoll farmers increase their productivity is working in collaboration with the SPC. This will be an important contribution to climate change adaptation on the sustainability of local food production on atolls and therefore enhance the communities’ resilience to impacts of climate change which is valuable to other small island developing states (SIDS) in the Pacific 
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Take Home Messages

• Participation of communities in 
adaptation is new and emerging and yet 
to be fully understood

• New investments directed to 
communities resilience like KAP III and 
NAPA II

• Importance of development partners 
assistance to support national efforts

• Importance of sharing experiences with 
other PICs
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