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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A healthy environment is paramount to the well being and security of Solomon Islanders and with approximately 85 percent of the population relying on a subsistence lifestyle, sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity is critical. Loss of biodiversity and environmental services can lead to hunger, poverty, disease and conflict and is a threat to the internal security of Solomon Islands.  It also leaves coastal communities vulnerable to the impacts of climate change due to loss of protection for coastal habitats. 

The environment and natural resources of Solomon Islands are under threat.  The threats include invasive species; loss of major land and marine habitats; over exploitation of natural resources; destructive harvesting techniques; and climate change from sea level rise and more frequent destructive climatic events.  The root causes stem from human activity - increasing population, increasing consumption, changing economic circumstances and the need for cash, the drive for a more technological world, even globalisation.

The population of Solomon Islands is increasing at approximately 4.4% annually. This is putting pressure on natural resources and land for food and food production, building materials, and other life support systems.  Land is cleared for timber, forestry, oil palm plantations, farming, urban and rural developments and infrastructure.  Marine habitats are damaged from destructive fishing practices such as dynamite and poisons, pollution and harvesting of rock and coral.  Solomon Islanders are moving to a cash economy for school fees, petrol and kerosene and for processed foods.  This is resulting in a loss of traditional methods of natural resource management and use. 

Compounding the impacts of human pressure is the threat of climate change and sea level rise.  Unfortunately for Small Islands States like Solomon Islands, the developed countries are the main producers of greenhouse gases and other climate changing factors. However, the effects will severely impact coastal communities, islands and atolls unless there is a serious attempt at national level mitigation and adaptive measures to ensure Solomon Islands is prepared to deal with the changes and impacts.

The increasing pressures on the environment require action.  Multilateral environmental agreements such as the Rio Conventions on Biological Diversity, Climate Change and Combating Desertification have been designed specifically for the international community to meet international goals through national actions.  However, there are a number of cross-cutting constraints which impact on the ability of Solomon Islands to meet the commitments of these three international conventions.  They include: 

· Poor governance;

· Ineffective legislation and policy framework;

· Institutional, technical and capacity weaknesses;

· Lack of public awareness & information sharing for sound environmental management & decision making;

· Lack of scientific knowledge of and research into Solomon Islands environmental issues including sustainable development, impacts of climate change and biodiversity;

· Lack of mainstreaming environmental considerations, biodiversity conservation and sustainable development across government programmes;

· Poor technology transfer and development; 

· Gaps in human capacity and development; and

· Limited access to financial mechanisms and lack of financial and economic incentives.

These capacity constraints also impact on Solomon Islands’ ability to address national environmental issues. The capacity constraints are compounded by the previous ethnic tension and civil strife experienced from 1998 to 2003. Solomon Islands is still experiencing periods of political instability.  Building capacity to meet international commitments of the three Rio Conventions will have significant synergies with the capacity needed for national actions to address environmental, economic and social issues facing Solomon Islands.

1.0
Introduction

The National Capacity Self Assessment (NCSA) is a Global Environment Facility (GEF) funded initiative for countries to undertake a systematic assessment of their capacity needs in respect of the three Conventions which arose from the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro - UN Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD), Framework for Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC) and the Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). The aim is to identify capacity constraints to meeting the obligations of the three “Rio” Conventions, and the opportunities for addressing the constraints.  The Solomon Islands NCSA is being undertaken by the NCSA Project Management Unit (PMU) through the national Environment and Conservation Division with support from a team of locally based consultants.

The terms of reference required the consulting team to analyse needs, challenges and opportunities that are common to the three Rio Conventions, as well as issues, constraints and prospects for capacity development impacting on the three conventions but cutting across environmental management into the broader sustainable development framework. Through the cross-cutting assessment, the NCSA attempted to reach out from the environment sector to other national policies and mechanisms, such as poverty reduction strategies and planning and budgeting processes, which are not only an integral part of environmental management but also have a major impact on achieving commitments under the Rio Conventions.

The cross-cutting assessment is important for environmental management in Solomon Islands as it helps to identify the priority issues at the national level which will also help achieve the international goals of the three Rio Conventions.  The process helps to prioritise the key areas where effort should be concentrated.  This encourages efficiencies in the use of human and physical resources and can help to deliver greater benefits through more effective and efficient use of limited resources.

2.0
Description of the Cross-cutting Assessment Process 

The PMU appointed consultants from within Solomon Islands to assess the cross-cutting capacity strengths and gaps for each of the three Rio Conventions.  This process included a review of the Stocktake Reports and the Thematic Assessments of the UNFCCC, UNCBD and UNCCD which were also key components of the NCSA process. Questionnaires were sent to government agencies to obtain background information and to determine their capacity needs.  In some cases, interviews were undertaken with government representatives.  Information for the Thematic Assessments also came from a series of questionnaires and interviews with government and non government organisations, provincial governments, researchers and academics, in addition to research of a wide range of documents and reports. In July 2006, the NCSA PMU held a workshop to present the Stocktake Reports.  This workshop provided significant feedback on key environmental issues, root causes and capacity constraints which has been fed into the Thematic and Cross-cutting Assessment processes. The information was compiled into one Cross-cutting Assessment Report which will form the basis for developing the National Action Plan for Capacity Development.

In November 2006, the PMU held a meeting with the technical working groups and a follow up workshop with stakeholders to report back on the draft Thematic Assessments and Cross-cutting Reports.  Feedback from the two sessions has been incorporated into the final reports.

3.0
Roles and Responsibilities of Government 

3.1
Governance of Solomon Islands

Solomon Islands has been through period of political and civil unrest between 1998 and 2003.  Widespread allegations of poor governance and accountability at all levels of governance (from local chiefs to provincial and national government level), has led to a period of mistrust in leadership and mismanagement of government funds and the nation’s natural resources In July 2003, the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) was instigated and this has involved, apart from restoring law and order, an institutional strengthening programme which is focusing on transparency, accountability and good governance.  As part of this programme there have been a number of RAMSI advisors posted to key agencies of critical to the good governance of Solomon Islands such as Finance, Attorney General’s Office, the courts, Public Solicitor’s Officer, Public Prosecutions and the Auditor General’s Office. As part of the RAMSI good governance programme, national government departments are required to develop three year corporate plans with annual budgets.  Recurrent funding allocations will be linked to the corporate plans.

In May 2006 a new national government was elected.  The Grand Coalition for Change Government (GCCG) has made ethical leadership and public service reform two key focus areas for government change. This will build on initiatives commenced under the former government such as the auditing of government departments, some of which had not been audited for 20 years. The Auditor General’s Office, which had ceased to exist prior to RAMSI, has since completed audits of the Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources and the Forestry Division under the Department of Forestry, Environment and Conservation.  The audits allege serious cases of misappropriate use of government revenue and funds, lack of enforcement of regulations.  Reforms are taking place in these two departments.

Other key focus areas for the new government are public service reform, land reform and constitutional reform.  A new Constitution is expected to be introduced in 2007.

3.2

Ministerial and Departmental Framework

The structure of the Solomon Islands Government ministries is as follows:

· Office of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

Policy and Evaluation Unit

Government Information Services

Leadership Code Commission

Ombudsman’s Office

· Ministry of Agriculture and Lands

Department of Agriculture and Livestock

Department of Lands and Survey

· Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development

Education Services

Education Operations

Tertiary Support

Curriculum Development Centre

National Library Services

· Ministry of Finance, National Reform and Planning

Department of Finance and Treasury

Department of National Planning and Aid Coordination

Office of the Auditor General

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Tourism

Department of Commerce, Industries and Employment

Department of Culture and Tourism

Department of Foreign Affairs

· Ministry of Health and Medical Services

Nursing Department

Reproductive Health and Family Planning Department

Health Promotion Department

Environmental Health Department

· Ministry of Infrastructure and Development

Department of Infrastructure and Development

Department of Communication, Aviation and Meteorology

· Ministry of Natural Resources

Department of Forestry, Environment and Conservation

Environment and Conservation Division

Forestry Division

Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources

Department of Mines and Energy

· Ministry of Police, National Security and Justice

Department of Justice and Legal Affairs

Attorney General’s Office

Department of Police and National Security

Department of Criminal Investigation

· Ministry of Provincial Government, National Reconciliation and Peace

Department of Home Affairs

Department of Provincial Government and Constituency Development

3.3
Government Departmental and Divisional Functions

The following is a brief overview of key government agencies which have a role to play in the delivery of Solomon Islands’ obligations under the three Rio Conventions and delivery of its own national environmental and sustainable development agendas. 

This national level framework is complemented by the powers vested in Provincial Governments through the devolution orders under the Provincial Government Act 1997 and the decentralised responsibilities for coastal fisheries management and development under the Fisheries Act 1998. Provincial governments have power to pass Resource Management Ordinances to protect and conserve their natural resources and through the Town and Country Planning Boards, they have planning control over urban areas   (excluding customary owned land).

· Department of Forestry, Environment and Conservation

DFEC consists of two technical divisions – Environment and Conservation and the Forestry Division.  It has full responsibility for executing and administering The Forestry Resources and Timber Utilisation Act, 1968; The North New Georgia Timber Act, The Environment Act 1998; and The Wildlife Management and Protection Act 1998.  The Department has responsibilities outlined in the Grand Coalition for Change Government Policy Statement and the National Economic Recovery, Reform and Development Plan 2003-2006.

· Environment and Conservation Division 

Environment and Conservation Division (ECD) is the technical focal point for the UNCBD, the Cartagena Protocol, and a range of other conventions including Waigani, SPREP and the Convention to Combat Desertification.   Its functions are to implement the Wildlife Protection and Management Act 1998 (controls import and export of listed species of flora and fauna) and the Environment Act 1998 (development controls, prevention of pollution, and a broad objective is to comply with and give effect to regional and international conventions and obligations relating to the environment). ECD “is responsible for the sound management and sustainable utilisation of the country’s natural resource base and better protection of its environment”, (Briefing Paper, 2006).
· Forestry Division

The Forestry Division (FD) also comes under the Department of Forestry, Environment and Conservation (DFEC) under the Ministry of Natural Resources.  Its mission is to promote, conserve and manage forest resources for continuing benefit to the environment and people of the Solomon Islands. Its role includes policy development and implementation, monitoring, controlling and regulating the timber industry, extension services and to contribute to forest research.  The remains of the herbarium (based in Fiji) and the botanical garden, administered by the Honiara Beautification Committee, come under the Division’s responsibilities.  The main enabling frameworks through which the industry is administered include: 

· Forest Resources and Timber Utilisation Act and Regulation 1969 

· National Forest Policy

· Code of Logging Practice and Regulations

· Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources

The principle legal basis for the Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources, which comes under the Ministry of Natural Resources, is the Fisheries Act 1998 and regulations under Fisheries Act 1972 as amended. Its role is “to enhance the performance of the Solomon Islands subsistence and commercial fisheries – by providing expert assistance that facilitates investment; increases opportunities and benefits; and leads to a sustainably management fishery”, (Draft Corporate Plan, 2006).     

· Department of Agriculture and Livestock
The Department of Agriculture and Livestock’s (DAL) principle function is ensuring economic growth and sustaining the livelihood of the subsistence populace.  It may become the technical focal point for the UNCCD. DAL’s legal framework includes the Agriculture and Livestock Act and the Agriculture Quarantine Act.
· Commodity Export Marketing Authority (CEMA)

CEMA was established by the Solomon Islands Government in 1985 to purchase commodities (copra, cocoa, chilli and ngali nut) via a network of buying centres throughout the country. It was restructured in 2002 and now has roles that include quality assurance, facilitating market intelligence and issuing export licensing. Its powers derive from the Commodities Export Marketing Authority Act (1996 Ed).

· Department of Mines and Energy

The Department of Mines and Energy is part of the Ministry of Natural Resources. Its role is development of mining in Solomon Islands by prescribing appropriate procedures, granting of licences, permits or leases and exploration of petroleum.  Its legal basis is the Mines and Minerals Act 1990, the Mines and Minerals Regulations 1996, Petroleum (Exploration) Act (Chap 44), Mine Closure Policy and Offshore Mineral Policy.

· Water Resources Division

The Water Resources Division is responsible for water resource management and utilisation. The objectives of the Rivers Waters Act (Chap 135) are to provide for the control of river waters and for the equitable and beneficial use thereof, however, it only applies to areas that are specifically designated.

· Department of Lands and Survey

The Department of Lands and Surveys comes under the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands.  It is mainly responsible for land management and administration, related land use planning and land allocation. It is also responsible for land information and is currently developing GIS capacity through the Solomon Islands Institutional Strengthening Land Administration Protection (SIISLAP) AusAID project.  Its legal basis is the Land and Titles Act and Land Surveys Act. The Lands and Titles Act is administered through the Physical Planning Division of the Department of Lands. It devolves physical functions to the Provincial Assembles and each province is intended to have its own Town and Country Planning Board. The Boards are responsible for the preparation of a Local Planning Scheme, and have wide powers to control development of land in their area excluding the use of any land for the purpose of agriculture, livestock keeping, fishing and forestry. Customary lands are also excluded.

· Department of Communications, Aviation and Meteorology (Meteorological Services Division) 

The Meteorological Services Division (MET) is the technical focal point for the UNFCCC and is responsible for coordination of climate-related activities and national compliance with the international conventions relating to climate change. It is also responsible for developing and implementing policies for the country to address climate change and sea-level rise and mitigation of climate change causing actions.  The MET also has a function to further the science of meteorology with special reference to Solomon Islands, and to make available meteorological data on request for the primary production sector, industry, trade and commerce. It is governed by the Meteorology Act. 

· National Disaster Council 

The National Disaster Council (NDC) is established under the National Disaster Act.  Its mandate includes disaster risk management.  The council operates according to a Natural Disaster Plan and National Disaster Council Corporate Plan 2007-2009. Its functions include providing advice to the Minister on all matters relating to disaster; approve and coordinate all activities necessary regarding preparedness, response and recovery; assume control in operations connected with disaster; and provide financial assistance to its committees. 
· National Disaster Management Office

The National Disaster Management Office is the means for keeping disaster-related affairs under continuous review and of initiating necessary action.  It is directly responsible to the Chairman of the National Disaster Council (NDC) and provides the focal point for all routine disaster-related matters. It is responsible for implementing the general policy and directives set down by the NDC; advises and assists the Chairman of the NDC; acts as the Secretary of the NDC; and assists the Central Control Group during operations.  It has responsibilities for planning, preparedness measures and maintaining the facilities of the National Emergency Operations Centre; and for warnings and public information.

· National Museum 

The National Museum is involved collection and protection of Solomon Islands’ culture and natural history. Its work includes collection of artefacts and data on usage of artefacts, traditional knowledge, natural history, and local indigenous languages. It is about to participate in a new UNESCO project “Safeguarding Biological and Cultural Diversity of Tropical Island Systems” which will involve interviewing local people in North Malaita on knowledge of sea and terrestrial life and how to preserve that knowledge.  It has been involved with the long term UNESCO project “Local Indigenous Language Systems” and through a partnership with the Christian Fellowship NGO, produced the Reefs and Rainforest Encyclopaedia of Marovo Lagoon.  

· National Herbarium 
The National Herbarium comes under the responsibility of the Forestry Division. However, most of the national collection of specimens was lost during the tension or transferred to Fiji.  The Herbarium is also responsible for the Honiara Botanical Gardens. 

· Department of National Planning and Aid Coordination

The Department of National Planning and Aid Coordination’s main responsibility is to coordinate national planning activities and implementation of all donor funded activities.  It was previously responsible for preparation and implementation of the National Recovery, Reform and Economic Development Plan (2003-2006). (Preparation of the new national development plan now is the responsibility of the Office of the Prime Minister). The Department has been made operational Focal Point for Global Environment Facility funds.  
· Solomon Islands Water Authority 

The Solomon Islands Water Authority (SIWA) is the responsible agency for the maintenance and operation of the sewerage system and maintaining water quality and is established under the Solomon Islands Water Authority Act.

Rural Water Supply Service – Check Jack

Manages the water supplies for rural areas in the provinces.  It forms part of the Environmental Health Division.

· Solomon Islands Energy Division

The Energy Division is part of the Department of Energy and Mines and is responsible for energy policy, renewable energy development and project implementation. Its roles are extensive but staffing levels and financial allocations are inadequate to carry out these functions. The Electricity Act of 1969 gives Solomon Islands Electricity Authority sole authority to provide or supply electricity to urban centres - Honiara, the nine (9) provincial centres and Noro in Western Province. A draft National Energy Policy Framework has been developed which sets out the national government's policies for the planning and management of the energy sector over the next 10 years.  It promotes the use of renewable energy sources. In developing the energy policy framework, government was mindful of the critical role of the energy sector in the attainment of its overall socio-economic development goals of improving the livelihood of all its peoples. 

· United Nations and Treaties Division - Foreign Affairs

The UN and Treaties Division participates in international convention forums together with technical representatives from the respective focal points.  The Division is the liaison point with convention secretariats and advises the technical focal points when reporting to COPs is required.  Responsibility for carrying out convention obligations and monitoring of achievement rests with the technical focal points who must report on these to the Foreign Affairs Department.

· Attorney General’s Office 

The Attorney General’s Office provides legal advice to the Solomon Islands Government generally and specifically it provides advice to Foreign Affairs on obligations associated with signing new international conventions and treaties. It does not have a division or group that specialises in international conventions and has only one lawyer with experience in dealing with international conventions. There is an urgent need for expertise and knowledge of international environmental conventions and for at least one legal drafting officer to specialise in international convention requirements.

4.0
Legislative Framework

The paramount law in Solomon Islands is the Constitution which states that “the natural resources of our country are vested in the people and government of Solomon Islands”. The Constitution recognises traditional systems of governance, providing that customary practice is part of the law of Solomon Islands.  Article 75 of the Constitution provides that Parliament shall make provisions for the application of laws, which include customary laws. It also recognises customary landowners’ rights over their land (Hauirae, 2003).  However, the Constitution gives the State powers of compulsory acquisition of land under S8(2) which gives the State powers to interfere with property rights to promote the broader public good such as in “the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public morality, public health, town or country planning or the development or utilisation of any property in such a manner as to promote the public benefit”, (McDonald 2006).  

According to Lane (2005), there is a “culture” of belief that customary land owners have resource sovereignty and that government has limited regulatory control over customary held land and resources. Therefore, there is a strongly held perception that customary land owners have “largely unfettered decision making rights”, (Lane 2005). However, legally and constitutionally the resources are vested in both the people and the government (Hauirae, 2003). The confusion over the rights of government to regulate use of natural resources makes environmental management complex. 

The national government is proposing constitutional reform to a federal system and has indicated a new Constitution will be enacted in 2007. 

Environment Act 1998 - The text of the Environment Act 1998 states it is “An Act to make provision for the protection and conservation of the environment; the establishment of the Environment and Conservation Division and the Environment Advisory Committee and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.”


This Act is not being implemented as there are no supporting regulations and insufficient staff within the Environment and Conservation Division to carry out the necessary functions of the Act. It is largely aimed at pollution and development controls and lacks proactive planning for strategic land use planning and development guidelines. The Environment Advisory Committee, required under the Act, has not been established.

Wildlife Protection and Management Act 1998 - “An act to provide for the protection, conservation and management of wildlife in Solomon Islands by regulating the export and import of certain animals and plants; to comply with the obligations imposed upon Solomon Islands under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and for other matters connected therewith or incidental thereto”.


The Wildlife Act suffers the same problems as the Environment Act in that is has been gazetted but not fully implemented.  It has no supporting policies or regulations.  Its main purpose is to assist Solomon Islands comply with CITES, yet the country has not signed the treaty. It does not establish a legal regime for wildlife or threatened species protection.  

Fisheries Act 1998 - The objective of the Fisheries Act 1998 is to provide “the legal framework for fisheries management and development in Solomon Islands, with the objective of ensuring the long term conservation and the sustainable utilisation of the fishery resources of Solomon Islands for the benefit of Solomon Islanders.”

The Fisheries Act is considered outdated in terms of the international conventions but is sound in principle. The problems appear to be largely with implementation and enforcement.  The regulations are outdated and need reviewing.  A review of the national fisheries legislation and regulations is planned with support from the New Zealand Government and SPC.

Forest Resources and Timber Utilisation Act Chapter 40 (Revised Edition 1996) - An Act to “consolidate and amend the law relating to forest resources and timber utilisation and to control and regulate the timber industry and for matters incidental thereto and connected therewith.”

According to the 2005 Audit Report into the DFEC, “the Forestry Resources and Timber Utilisation Act is an outdated legislation which does not adequately address major environmental concerns relevant to the industry.”  The report compared the old legislation with the proposed Forests Bill 2004 and found that the new Bill “goes much further towards providing for the conservation and protection of forests and the improved management of forest resources, to control the harvesting of timber, to encourage and facilitate sustainable forestry activities, and the establishment of plantations and domestic processing of timber”, (Auditor General 2005). 

The Act has a problem with the process of determining the customary land ownership and approval of timber rights. As a result, documents are illegitimately drafted without appropriate notice to and endorsement by the rightful owners. The implications are that: “the outdated legislation has been one of the major factors on the poor management and administrative processes within Forestry which has had an adverse effect on the industry, government and the sustainability of forest resources, and the economy as a whole; and the non gazettal of the Forestry Act 1999 has led to practices being adopted and licences being issued that are not legal”, (Audit Report 2005).

Agriculture and Livestock Act Chapter 35 (1996 Edition) - Provides for the protection and advancement of agricultural and livestock industries. It gives the Minister powers to make rules to prevent the spread in Solomon Islands of any plant disease or pest; to control or eradicate any plant disease or pest; prevent the spread or control or eradicate any noxious weed; or provide for the fumigation or other treatment of plants for export.  This includes establishing quarantine areas. 

Agricultural Quarantine Act Chapter 34 (1996 Edition) - Aims to prevent the introduction of diseases into Solomon Islands through the importation or landing of animals, plants and other things and preventing the introduction of pests and undesirable plants, for requiring vessels and aircrafts to give notice of their arrival in country.

Quarantine Act Chapter 106 (1996 Edition) - Administered through the Ministry of Health and Medical Services, the Act applies measures for “inspection, exclusion, detention, observation, segregation, isolation, protection, treatment, sanitary regulation and disinfection of vessels, person, goods and things” to prevent introduction or spread of diseases or pests affecting man.


Land and Titles Act Chapter 133 (Revised Edition 1996) - This Act is administered by the Commissioner of Lands and his officers and its purpose is “to amend declare and consolidate the law relating to the tenure of land, the acquisition of land, the registration of interest in land”.

Meteorology Act Chapter 146 (1996 Edition) - This Act is to “make provisions for effective and proper administration of meteorological services in the economic and national interest of Solomon Islands and to deal with other matters connected therewith and incidental thereto.”  It is administered by the Director of MET and outlines the functions and role of the MET service.

Mines and Minerals Act 1996 Chapter 42 - Purpose is to provide for the development of mining in Solomon Islands by prescribing appropriate procedures for the granting of licences, permits or leases for the establishment of a Minerals Board to regulate and control mining.

National Disaster Council Act Chapter 148 (1996 Ed) - This Act establishes the National Disaster Council and gives it certain powers to deal with natural disasters. 

National Parks Act (Revised Edition 1996) - This Act provides for the formation of national parks and appointment of national park rangers, and provides the legal basis for the Queen Elizabeth Park in Honiara.

North New Georgia Timber Corporation Act Chapter 43 (1996 Edition) - This Act is administered by the Minister of Natural Resources and establishes the North New Georgia Timber Corporation to promote utilisation of the timber resources of North New Georgia for the benefit of the customary land owners of that area.

Petroleum (Exploration) Act Chapter 44 (Revised Edition 1996) - Makes provision for the exploration of petroleum and applies to offshore and onshore areas of Solomon Islands.  Establishes a Petroleum Advisory Board to provide advice to the Minister and sets out the appointment of a Chief Inspector and other licensing arrangements. 

Research Act Chapter 152 (1996 Edition) - Establishes the process for issuing research permits and establishes a Research Applications Committee. It also appoints a Research Officer whose duty it is to present applications for research permits and advise decisions made by the committee to provincial assemblies and others who should be aware of the issuing of a permit. The definition of the outcomes of research is very narrow so as not to even consider genetic resources or their commercial usage or traditional knowledge. 

River Waters Act Chapter 135 (Revised Edition 1996) - Provides for the control of river waters and for the equitable and beneficial use of river waters which includes “any watercourse whether natural or artificial and any dam, lake, pond, swamp, marsh or other body of water forming part of that watercourse.”

Solomon Islands Water Authority Act Chapter 130 (1996 Edition) - Provides for the establishment of a Water Authority to manage and develop urban water resources and services and sewerage services.  The objects of the Water Authority require it to have regard for the necessity for integrated catchment management and planning of land use and the use of urban water resources, as well as pollution control and prevention.

Town and Country Planning Act Chapter 154 (Revised Edition 1996) - Provides for the administration of town and country planning, establishment of Town and Country Planning Boards in each province, making of local planning schemes, and control and development of land.  Customary land is excluded from the provisions.

5.0
Overview of the United Nations Rio Conventions

5.1
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

The UNFCCC entered into force in 1994. It was established to stabilise greenhouse gas (GHG) concentrations in the atmosphere to a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate. Parties to the Convention are required to: 

· Make available to the Convention of Parties (COP) national inventories of emissions; 

· Formulate, implement and publish national and regional programmes containing those measures to mitigate climate change; 

· Promote and cooperate in the development, application and diffusion of technologies, practices and processes that control, reduce or prevent GHG emissions; 

· Promote sustainable management; and 

· Cooperate in scientific, technical and socio-economic systematic and development of data relating to climate change.

5.2
UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

The UNCCD was established to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in countries experiencing serious conditions, particularly Africa. It entered into force in December 1996. The provisions under the Convention require affected (developing nations) parties to:

· Prioritise action relating to desertification and drought;

· Address the causes of desertification and establish strategies in line with the principles of sustainable development;

· Facilitate awareness and participation of local populations; and

· Enhance legislation to provide an enabling environment.

Each party shall develop National Action Programmes which should: 

· Include long term strategies to combat and prevent desertification and drought; 

· Enhance national climatological and hydrological capabilities;

· Promote policy and institutional frameworks; 

· Encourage effective participation; and  

· Require regular review of implementation.

5.3
UN Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD)

The UNCBD came into force in 1993 and Solomon Islands ratified the convention in 1995. The UNCBD has three main objectives set out in 42 Articles.  These include the conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources.  Key requirements of the UNCBD are:

· Development of national plans, strategies or programmes for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity (NBSAP);

· Protection of biological diversity ex-situ and in-situ including the establishment of protected areas;

· Integration of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity into national decision making; 

· Implement the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; and

· Regulate access to and transfer of genetic resources.

6.0 Linkages and Synergies between the Rio Conventions

In the context of the NCSA process, the mandated analysis of cross-cutting issues provided an opportunity to identify overlaps in arrangements for the conventions as well as synergies in the implementation of the Rio Conventions.  These issues are explored in Section 6.  The result is an identification of the actions which if taken to build capacity will support commitments of two or more of the conventions.  The recommendations will be outlined in a National Action Plan for Capacity Development in Solomon Islands. 

6.1
Existing Arrangements across the Rio Conventions

The UN political focal point for the Solomon Islands is the United Nations and Treaties Division of the Foreign Affairs Department which is also the liaison point for all international conventions.  This is carried out with advice and input from the Attorney General’s Office.

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) Implementing Agency is the United Nations Environment Programme, Honiara office.  The GEF operational focal point is the Department of National Planning and Aid Coordination (recently transferred from the Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of Natural Resources, Department of Forestry, Environment and Conservation)
The technical focal points are:

UNCBD and Cartagena Protocol - Environment and Conservation Division in the Ministry of Natural Resources.  ECD is responsible for the commitments under the UNCBD and for developing a National Biosafety Framework as required under the Cartagena Protocol (S19 of UNCBD).

UNCCD – ECD is also the technical focal point for the UNCCD.  However, the Department of Agriculture and Livestock may take over this role.

UNFCCC - Meteorological Service, Department of Communication, Aviation and Meteorology through the Director.  The MET Service is the implementing agency carrying out national and international activities under the UNFCCC funding mechanisms and GEF. It also leads national initiatives to address climate change issues.  

There is no formal coordination unit or similar body to oversee and monitor the progress of achieving commitments under the three Rio Conventions.  Coordination is left to the UN and Treaties Division of Foreign Affairs which currently has neither the staff nor the resources to carry out such a role. Monitoring of progress is largely left to the technical agencies. The National Climate Change Country Team (NCCCT) was developed but has not eventuated to fulfil its functions. It could however be revived as an oversight body for coordination of UNFCCC with other respective conventions. 

The Solomon Islands Sustainable Development Advisory Council (SISDAC) was formed in 2005 to serve as the national project steering committee for all GEF funded projects; oversee other externally funded projects relating to environmental protection or sustainable resource use; and provide high level advice to government and donors in relation to national sustainable development policies and priorities.  

SISDAC would have operated in close cooperation with the Foreign Affairs Department as the political focal point and with National Planning as the GEF focal point however it has never met.
6.2
Existing Activities Linking the Rio Conventions

The NCSA process is implemented by ECD with an overarching focus on the three Rio Conventions.  ECD plays an important role as the converging point of all the respective conventions because it is mandated to address national environmental issues. As mentioned above, there is no formal or informal coordination of activities under the three conventions.  However, a number of select working groups have cross agency representation to deal with specific projects such as the Biosafety Framework working group, the National Country Climate Change Team (NCCCT) established to develop the National Adaptation Programme of Action. Similarly, ECD has established SISDAC. Unfortunately neither NCCCT nor SISDAC are functioning.  Presumably when the NBSAP project restarts, there will be wide agency representation participating in the process. 

With the operational focal point now being shifted to the Department of National Planning and Aid Coordination, this provides an opportunity to link activities of the conventions across all government agencies and departments which have a role in environmental and sustainable development issues, including Finance and Budgeting sections, Lands, Customs and Quarantine Services, Public Service Commission, Department of Justice and Legal Affairs, Home Affairs and Provincial Government.  

The Grand Coalition for Change Government (GCCG) policy document is a vehicle for providing the overarching policy direction for government ministries and agencies.  It is also timely to be incorporating or “mainstreaming” sustainable development principles across government policy and programmes. A key opportunity is the drafting process for the next national development plan, a process previously lead by the Department of National Planning but now moved to the Office of the Prime Minister. This is a new approach whereby ministries and permanent secretaries have been required to develop three year corporate plans, based on the national government policy.  These initiatives will be formed into a new national development strategy for the period 2007 to 2010. 

It could also help to harmonise all foreign aid so that the development and environmental aspirations of Solomon Islands Government are linked into a medium term development plan enhanced and supported by overseas donor sponsored projects.  The issue of whether Solomon Islands needs a separate National Sustainable Development Plan should be considered in the context of other national plans required under the UNCBD, UNCCD and UNFCCC.

Obligations under the three Rio Conventions could be included in departmental work plans and incorporated into the three year corporate plans which are then linked to the recurrent budgetary process. This would significantly enhance the commitment to and achievement of obligations under the three international conventions and would progress the national environmental and sustainable development agenda.

In the absence of any specific national environmental policy or sustainable development plan, the National Environmental Management Strategy (NEMS) could be the link document in addressing all environment issues caused by climate change and human generated impacts on the environment and natural resources of Solomon Islands. 

A key issue of discussion in the report back workshop (Honiara November 2006), held by the NCSA PMU was the issue of coordination across government. Participants raised concern over the lack of coordination of government and agencies involved in addressing environmental management issues and delivering the international convention obligations. Discussion centred on SISDAC which was formed in 2005 and received Cabinet endorsement, but has never met. The workshop recommended that SISDAC’s terms of reference, mandate and composition be reviewed and reformed into a more appropriate body to coordinate environmental management activities and international Rio Convention obligations across government.  It was also suggested that the existing NCSA Thematic Working Groups (TWG) could be considered for this role or it could monitor the delivery and progress of actions arising from the NCSA process.
7.0
Assessment of Cross-cutting Capacity to Meet Priority Requirements 

Based on the three Thematic Assessments, the following table provides a summary of the type of commitments which cut across the Rio Conventions.  Capacity building is not listed as a specific commitment in this report.  However, it is the main focus of this NCSA project, is common to all three conventions and is explored in detail in the following sections of this report.



Table 1: Cross-cutting Convention Requirements (Condensed)

	Cross-cutting

Convention Commitments
	UNCBD
	UNFCCC
	UNCCD

	Policy, Planning & Programmes (includes legislation)
	Articles 

5, 6, 8, 10,  14, 15, 18, 19


	Articles

4.1(b),(e), (f)
	Articles

3,4,5,9,10

	Research, Development & Monitoring (includes data management and systematic observation) 
	Articles

7, 8, 9, 12, 15, 18


	Articles

4.1(g), 5, 6


	Articles

4,10,12,16,17



	Training and Education


	Articles

12, 13
	Articles

4.1(i), 6
	Articles

10, 19

	Public Awareness & Exchange of Information
	Articles

13, 14,15, 17, 18, 19
	Articles

4.1(i), 6
	Articles

4, 5, 10, 12, 16, 19

	Technology development &  transfer (including traditional knowledge)
	Articles

 8, 10, 16, 18
	Articles

4.1(c), 4.5, 4.7
	Articles

4, 10, 12, 18

	Financial Mechanisms


	Articles 

8, 9, 10, 11, 20, 21
	Articles

4.3, 4.4, 4.7
	Articles

3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 14, 20, 21

	Reporting 


	Article 

26
	Articles

4.1(j), 12
	Articles

10, 26


The following section summarises the priority commitments of each convention, the capacity constraints and impacts of those constraints. This information was identified through the Thematic Assessment process and from the Stocktake Reports.

7.1
Priority requirement:   Policy, Planning & Programmes 

Requirements of all three Conventions

UNCBD: National biodiversity conservation planning – NBSAP, EIA process, legislation and policy framework; Integration of conservation and sustainable use of BD into national decision making; Adopt legislative, administrative & policy measures to share fairly & equitably results & benefits of research & development; Legislative, administrative & policy measures for effective participation in biotech research; Measures to facilitate access & benefit sharing; Guidelines for selection & management of protected areas; Regulate or manage biological resources for conservation & sustainable use;  Promote protection of ecosystems, natural habitats & viable populations in nature; Develop legal regimes for threatened species protection;  Regulate & manage threatening processes &  activities.
UNFCCC:  Developing national CC programmes; Developing & implementing adaptation plans & measures - National Implementation Systems (NIS) & National Adaptation Plan (NAPA); Cooperate in preparing for adaptation; Develop integrated plans for coastal zone management, water resources, agriculture & for the protection of areas affected by drought & flood;
 Improved decision making including assistance for participation in international negotiations; Needs arising out of the implementation of Articles 4.8 & 4.9 of the convention; Institutional capacity building; Enhancement of the enabling environment; Consider CC in social, economic & environmental policies. 
UNCCD: Integrated policy approaches; Effective early warning & advance planning for periods of adverse climatic variation; Establish SD plans/and or policies; Provide an enabling environment by strengthening existing legislation & enacting new laws, & establishing long term policies & action programmes; Prepare national action programmes (NAPS); Tie strategies with national policies & platforms for SD.

Existing capacity includes

UNCBD:

· Environmental legal framework established.  Two laws gazetted in 2003, Environment Act (includes EIA process) & Wildlife Protection and Management Act;  

· SISDAC was formed as an environmental coordinating body but has never met;

· Framework on biosafety is in the development phase;

· SI is a signatory to the UNCBD;

· New national government – new policies (GCCG);

· NGOs offered technical support & funding for NBSAP – willingness to be involved;

· Some NGO led conservation projects include BD planning components;

· National Environmental Management Strategy developed but not fully implemented;

· National Planning Department has taken over as the GEF operational focal point; and

· Extensive NGO network operating in Solomon Islands.

UNFCCC:

· National Climate Change Country Team established (NCCCT);

· Solomon Islands is a signatory to UNFCCC;

· NCSA assigned capacity needs and action plans to address capacity issues;

· Funding for NAPA in country; national coordinator to be appointed; 

· Climate change unit established within MET; 

· An implementation project “Pacific Adaptation to Climate Change” (PACC) is being proposed with Ontong Java as the pilot site for addressing salt water intrusion;

· A national renewable energy policy/strategy has been developed; and

· Decision by SIG as part of  the Pacific Islands Forum – to adopt the Regional Framework for Action for the Building of Safer and More Resilient Nations and Communities to Disaster 2005-2015, for implementation as an immediate priority under the Pacific Plan; 

UNCCD:

· Environmental legal framework - Environment Act 1998, Wildlife Protection and Management Act 1998, Forest Act 1999 (not yet gazetted), Fisheries Act 1998, Lands and Title Act Chapter 133 (Rev. Ed 1996);

· Customary Land Recording Act, Town & Country Planning Act gave reference to ownership of natural resources as belonging to the people & government of SI; 

· Agriculture Advisory Council established in 2006 and has met once;

· National Disaster Council developed an emergency plan in times of natural disasters;
· Land Use Planning Section under DAL established in 1972 to implement the Hansell and Wall report on agriculture opportunity (1974-1977) - no longer functional; 

· A shift in technical responsibility passing to DAL - shows the growing relationship in collaborating efforts between sectors & government agencies. Will develop capacity in DAL to address issues pertaining to land degradation and recognises DAL activities as being more closely aligned with land, its use, sustenance & benefits;

· Programmes ie FAO (food security), South-South Cooperation (food security), Development of Sustainable Agriculture in the Pacific – FAO; 

· Potential environmental support from EIA for development control & duties & responsibilities of ECD ie protecting & restoring the environment, promoting SD; setting compulsory environmental standards, conducting environmental monitoring, assisting in development of provincial & local environmental plans, & promoting research & environmental education; 

· ECD required to report to Parliament on the status of natural resources in SI, & to examine environmental trends that have implications for human health;

· Code of Logging Practice gazetted in 2005 – yet to be proven effective;

· New EU Forestry programme has provision for a public solicitor to be available for landowners/resource owners; and

· Solomon Islands is a signatory to the UNCCD.

Capacity Gaps

UNCBD: 

· Legal framework has gaps & existing laws are ad hoc, not being fully implemented;  

· Attorney General’s Office lacks expertise in & knowledge of international conventions.  Lack of networking & information sharing between Foreign Affairs, technical agencies & AGO;

· AGO lacks drafting officer to specialise in drafting laws & regulations relating to obligations under international conventions;

· No regulations accompanying the Environment or Wildlife Acts;  

· EIA process not widely understood or acknowledged; not imposed on all new proscribed developments; 

· No environmental policies governing ECD; 

· No legislation governing access to or benefit sharing of genetic resources; 

· No enabling legislation for Integrated Coastal Zone Management;

· No laws or policies/strategies protecting BD or threatened species (no NBSAP, NEMS not fully implemented, SoE report outdated); 

· Existing Forests Act is outdated & does not protect biodiversity;

· Environmental considerations are largely not mainstreamed across govt policies or programmes & environmental issues not given high priority;

· Lack of integrated planning; 

· No national research framework; Research Act is outdated with little or no regulatory detail;

· No laws or policies protecting traditional knowledge; 

· Current customary land tenure system is not linked to Western style laws applicable in SI, resource owners are largely outside the effect of the law;

· Prosecution system centralised & causes delays in halting illegal harvesting practices (logging);

· Penalties too low to act as disincentives to companies breaching environmental laws & regulations; and

· Fragmented & uncoordinated government structure.

UNFCCC:

· No legal framework to address climate change;

· Lack of national policy for CC to drive government consideration for CC; 

· NEMS not implemented and does not directly address CC impacts; 
· Existing legislation relating to CC such as beach mining not enforced; 
· Most provinces without ordinances addressing CC;

· Current draft energy policy framework accounted for Renewable Energy Technology (RET) & environmental considerations but govt yet to formalise the document;
· Support received in the past in developing rural energy policies from UNDP, GTZ, JICA & PIFS. Govt has not developed regulations to support any renewable energy development;
· No national research framework; Research Act is outdated with little or no regulatory detail; and

· Current customary land tenure system is difficult to manage given the power is with the owners when considering CC & environmental issues.

UNCCD:

· Lack of enforcement and/or effective regulatory mechanisms; 

· Lack of awareness & knowledge of existing laws & rights;

· Confusion over land registration & customary land tenure system – concern that land will be lost once registered;

· Code of Logging Practice lacks enforcement;

· EIA on major extractive & exploitive developments not monitored;

· Lack of coordination between various laws creating confusion on which laws supersede other laws; and

· Lack of policy & economic incentives; need to create market opportunities, access to financial institutions & explore alternative livelihood options.

Underlying causes of the failure to meet the requirement

UNCBD:

· Poor governance, lack of transparent & accountable government & leadership;

· Poor government “architecture” or structure & arrangements;

· Lack of staff, resources & funding in ECD, Forestry Division & Fisheries; 

· Poor working conditions for govt personnel, particularly in Ministry for Natural Resources (low salary, lack of suitable housing, poor office accommodation, lack of computers, telecommunications, research facilities, GIS capability);

· Lack of staff in AGO for drafting & developing new laws & regulations;

· Lack of political willpower to implement govt policies & programmes;

· Limited coordination & collaboration within govt agencies & particularly with the Department of National Planning & Aid Coordination and ECD;

· Lack of awareness & knowledge about the role and responsibilities of the ECD, CC and MET;

· Limited awareness & knowledge about importance of BD & environmental considerations across government; and

· Need govt to invite NGOs & stakeholders to participate in policy development, information sharing, programme planning, proposal/funding development.

UNFCCC:

· All the above causes for UNCBD are relevant to UNFCCC; 

· Inability to initiate national  process at institutional level to effectively address issues; 

· Lack of work ethics & development programmes; and

· Lack of knowledge & ability to develop proposal for funding from GEF, Convention funding mechanisms & other donor agencies. 

UNCCD:

· No national sustainable development plans or policies;

· Lack of public participation & wider consultation in decision making or formulation & implementation of laws towards safeguarding the environment;

· Lack of  policy & economic incentives;

· Institutions & staff lack adequate resources/incentives/training; 

· No centralised environmental resources information centre; 

· Limited capacity in land use planning; 

· Limited customary land recording;

· Lack of limits to exploiting natural habitats; 

· Lack of conservation areas and nature reserves; 

· Lack of capacity for regulatory agencies to enforce laws & regulations; 

· Some research stations lost or destroyed;

· Lack of  institutional capacity to formulate & implement policies; and

· Lack of adequate budgetary support. 

 Impact of weak capacity on implementation of each of the three Conventions

UNCBD:

· Piecemeal legislation which is not being fully enforced, failing to protect BD, particularly in the forestry sector but also the lack of application of EIA process on new developments or developments on customary owned land;

· Limited control over access to genetic resources & TK associated with natural resource management; hence lost opportunities & resource owners left vulnerable;

· Limited land use planning controls over customary owned land hence limited legal power to protect BD; and

· Financial budgetary process within govt does not give sufficient resources to ECD to carry out its functions & some commitments under UNCBD are not met.

UNFCCC:

· Lack of preparation for CC issues affecting communities, therefore limited mitigation & adaptation activities undertaken; 

· Poverty & loss of livelihood eg, Ontong Java the loss of food security – taro crop & land to salt water intrusion;

· Loss of low lying atolls & coastal areas imminent in the near future - currently impacting small islands; 

· Lack of understanding of the nature of CC at policy development level to address CC as a priority & mainstream it across the national planning & development process; 

· NGOs, govt agencies & funding agencies not focusing on CC as an issue;

· Limited innovation & technology development to mitigate & adapt to CC impacts; &

· Application of RET not developed extensively throughout the country. 

UNCCD:

· Policies not realised or fully utilised;

· Programmes & strategies failing to achieve desired output;

· Development activities allowed to continue at the expense of the environment;

· Land degradation continues to escalate;

· Resource owners marginalised - limited powers to confront developers;

· New government initiatives accepted with great suspicion; and

· Ill equipped officers not able to carry out planned programmes.

Opportunities, synergies and economies of scale generated by taking cross-cutting approaches and measures

· Review & strengthen the legislative framework to offer better environmental protection, management & planning;

· Strengthen & build capacity in national govt agencies & institutions (ie Ministry of Natural Resources, Agriculture & Lands – staff, resources, training, research capability, data & information management);

· Mainstream environmental & adaptation considerations (BD, SD, CC) across govt policies, programmes & development plans;

· Develop NBSAP, update and implement NEMS; 

· Complete and implement NIS, NAPA, NAP, NBSAP;

· Integrated Coastal Zone Management plans and land use plans (development & agriculture);

· Build good governance through awareness & training – open & accountable govt;

· Establish a special division within AGO to deal with international conventions & drafting of laws/regulations/strengthen relationship between AGO & Foreign Affairs;

· Review/reform role of SISDAC into an effective coordinating body for MEAs;

· Establish the Environment Advisory Committee; and

· Consider recommendations from “Coastal Governance in Solomon Islands” by Dr M Lane (2005) to address systemic governance issues.

7.2
Priority requirement: Research, Development & Monitoring (includes Data Management)

Requirement in terms of all three Conventions

UNCBD: In-situ conservation: Identify & monitor important BD; Identify threatening activities & processes & monitor the effects of those activities; Maintain & organise data (clearing house mechanism); Promote research that contributes to BD conservation; Promote cooperation in the use of science; Promote international technical & scientific cooperation & joint research programmes; Ex-situ conservation: Regulate & manage collection of BD resources from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation; Support scientific research based on genetic resources.  

UNFCCC: Prepare & manage GHG inventories, including emissions database management; assess vulnerability & adaptation; assess mitigation options; Research & systematic observation of climate & other functions; Promote & cooperate in development, application & diffusion of technologies, practices & processes that control, reduce, prevent GHG emissions in all relevant sectors ie energy, transport, industry, agriculture, forestry, waste management; Cooperate in scientific, technical & socio-economic research & development of data relating to CC.

UNCCD: Training for collection & analysis of data for disseminating & using early warning information systems covering drought & food production; Systems to collect, analyse & exchange information; Systems for research & development; Support research activities that increase knowledge of processes leading to land degradation; Develop integrated sets of physical, biological, social & economic indicators; Joint research programmes for the development of appropriate technologies; Exchange information on local & traditional knowledge, ensuring protection & return from benefits of use; Joint research programmes & enhance knowledge on water resources.

Capacity Existing

UNCBD:

· Presence of Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) in Solomon Islands – assists member countries to conform with & meet obligations under the Tuna Convention which promotes sustainable use of fish stocks. FFA also has a role to provide member countries with biological data & information on commercial offshore fisheries & provide technical advice & support with fisheries policy development;

· Access to regional networks for access to information & support on research (CROP agencies);

· Strong NGO presence & participation of & links with overseas academics & researchers in SI undertaking research & data collection & capacity building (AMNH, ANU, UQ, UCSB); 

· Access to regional universities (USP & UPNG);

· Increasing interest from NGOS & private sector on sustainable forest management; 

· AusAID assistance with Department of Lands GIS land management system; and

· Major restructuring of Fisheries Dept planned & recruitment for Fisheries & ECD.

UNFCCC:

· Creation of CC unit that focuses on research & monitoring; 

· MET carrying out systematic observation through centres around SI to predict weather changes;

· MET monitoring process for long term changes in weather & climate; 

· NAPA process has potential to identify monitoring & development programmes;

· Support form PICCAP & other regional initiatives such as PICGOS;

· Solomon Islands completed & submitted First National Communication;

· Preparatory work for the Second National Communication completed; 

· International Waters Programme focus on mangroves replanting & coastal zones management; 

· Ongoing projects within DAL focusing on food security & land management - important as mitigation & adaptation measures; 

· A national policy on renewable energy developed & bio-fuel processing at an initial phase; and

· Interest in preservation & conservation of forests from NGOs & government will lead to the preservation of carbon sinks.

UNCCD:

· MET has an early warning system in place to track cyclones. Also has software for predicting rainfall & weather patterns up to three months in advance which can give early warning of dry or wet periods;  

· Rural Livelihoods Strategy provides a resource on agricultural diversification;

· Kastom Gaden Association agricultural activities based on local plants & integrated pest management systems, extensive farmer networks, links to UQ & SPC for seed & plant tissue culture handling;

· Taiwan Technical Mission research on pig and rice farming;

· Rural Training Centres as outreach centres for sustainable agriculture practices; and

· Remnants of previous research facilities possibly able to be revived.

Capacity Gaps

UNCBD:

· No national research framework - research  ad hoc & often undertaken according to international rather than national agendas;

· No protection for traditional knowledge;

· Lack of staff in MNR to do necessary research & monitoring or baseline data collection;

· Strong reliance on NGOs & others to undertake research & monitoring;

· Lack of scientific data or knowledge on SI BD, threatened species, cumulative impacts of subsistence harvesting (marine);

· Lack of staff to ensure enforcement of pollution control measures or monitoring impacts of industry & other developments;

· Lack of centralised data storage, data analysis capability & sharing of information between govt, NGOs, researchers;

· Lack of facilities for ex-situ conservation (herbarium collection lost or fragmented & National Museum lacks staff & expertise & curatorial facilities);

· No single agency or organisation given responsibility for ex-situ conservation; and

· No national policy or programme on protected area establishment, management & monitoring.

UNFCCC:

· No national research framework - research  ad hoc & often undertaken according to international rather than national agendas;

· Lack of central information database on environment & CC issues; 

· Lack of manpower in MET & some stakeholders to focus on CC issues;  

· No research strategy developed by MET or ECD on sectors affected by CC;
· Assessment of priority CC research for SI not done;
· Lack of historical data & studies to motivate further studies in CC;
· Limited financial & human resources to undertake quantitative research;
· Incentives & scholarships for research fellows/graduates for CC not developed;  

· Lack of awareness about CC to prompt students to consider future study on CC; 

· Participation in regional & global research networks & observing systems ie Pacific Islands – Global Climate Change Observing System programme not fully undertaken at national level; and

· Non-monitoring of use & handling of chemicals & fertilisers & impacts on fisheries, habitats & human health.

UNCCD:

· No research facility to replace the Dodo Creek Research Station & Tenavatu Farm destroyed during the tension;

· Lack of land for DAL on which to establish research activities;

· Forest research limited - Natural Forest Management trial at KFPL and Sauvang Community Kolombangara Island;

· Loss of herbarium collection at the botanical garden -some kept in Fiji;

· Lack of officers to enforce EIA monitoring; 

· Need for better collaboration with NGOs working with communities;

· Need for improved & more effective extension services at village level provinces;

· Need systems to analyse & monitor ecological characteristics; early warning for drought periods or cyclone prediction;

· Need information on extent of soil degradation & capacities of soil to sustain various crop species in a given land system; and

· Need information to examine introduction of new crops less susceptible to pests & diseases & able to withstand extreme weather conditions.

Underlying causes of the failure to meet the requirement

UNCBD:

· Small pool of qualified/skilled scientists, technicians, researchers, data analysts, GIS specialists;

· Lack of staff in MNR (particularly ECD & Fisheries Research);

· Lack of funds to finance large scale research programmes;

· Lack of political willpower & priority;

· Willingness to allow NGOs to lead the research agenda;

· Lack of national platform or policies for research & monitoring; and

· Lack of legislative power over research & protection of traditional knowledge.

UNFCCC:

· Lack of qualified/skilled scientists, technicians, researchers, data analysts, GIS capability;

· Lack of staff within MET service; 

· Lack of funds to finance large scale research programmes;

· Lack of political willpower;

· Willingness to allow NGOs to lead the research agenda;

· Lack of national platform for research & monitoring;

· No mechanism to encourage development of local scientists & further study opportunities focusing on specialised areas;

· Impact of CC not perceived or well understood; and

· Weak coordination by focal points to the convention. 

UNCCD:

· Lack of qualified/skilled scientists, technicians, researchers, data analysts, GIS capability;

· Lack of staff in DAL, Lands & Forestry;

· Lack of funds; 

· Lack of political willpower & priority by government; and

· Lack of a collaborative network.

Impact of weak capacity on implementation of each of the three Conventions

UNCBD:

· Limited, ad hoc in-situ conservation driven by NGOs, ex-situ conservation virtually non existent;

· No systematic monitoring or data collection/fragmented/ad hoc approach to monitoring & management;

· Limited scientific knowledge on BD or threatened species and habitats; and

· Limited sharing of scientific knowledge & information.

            UNFCCC:

· No research undertaken to report on impact of CC in SI; 

· Limited data or information on extent of CC impact except where it has become a disaster (eg Ontong Java assessed as disaster by NDC); 

· Lack of baseline information to develop mitigation & adaptation strategies; 

· No systematic monitoring of CC impacts or data collection; 

· Limited knowledge by communities, public & policy makers of the impact of CC; & 

· Response to CC issues reactionary & not proactive to mitigate & adapt to CC. 

UNCCD:

· Limited knowledge of land use planning;

· Lack of data on land vulnerability - unsustainable development activities (ie logging, plantations, rice growing, commercial agriculture) causing land degradation;

· Limited access to research or scientific data;

· Lack of understanding of reasons for low crop yields;

· Lack of awareness of alternative, sustainable agricultural practices & crops adapted to changes in climate, market demands & economic drivers;

· Vulnerability to climatic conditions such as droughts & cyclones; and

· Continued economic dependence on larger countries for markets & investment, limits on alternative farming, fishing & forest activities.

Opportunities, synergies and economies of scale generated by taking cross-cutting approaches and measures

· Develop a national platform for research & strengthen legislative framework to control research & data & protect traditional knowledge;

· Identify research priorities & develop mechanisms for undertaking the necessary research;

· Build research capability through research fellows, scholarships, partnerships with research organisations/academic institutions/NGOs;

· Build data collection, management, interpretation & analysis, storage & dissemination capacity in key govt agencies;

· Identify potential areas of partnerships with regional organisations for joint research or data management (CROP network);

· Develop a clearing house mechanism for SI research & information;

· Assess Lands Department GIS capacity for managing land use & environmental data;

· Increase staffing, funding & resources to key government agencies;

· Update State of the Environment Report, collect baseline data & establish indicators;

· Strengthen use of traditional knowledge in addressing land degradation; and

· Identify research priorities across sectors (ie agriculture, health) to strengthen resilience to climate change impacts & environmental changes.

7.3
Priority requirement: Training and Education

Requirement in terms of all three Conventions

UNCBD: Establish & maintain scientific & education programmes to support BD conservation; Develop or implement appropriate policies & support to national technical & scientific capacities; Promote understanding of importance of BD conservation & sustainable use through media & education; Cooperate with international organisations to develop education programmes.

UNFCCC:  Promote & cooperate in education, training & public awareness related to CC & encourage the widest participation in this process, including that of non-government organisations.

UNCCD: Education & public awareness; Training & technology regarding alternative renewable energy sources; Training in new skills for alternative livelihoods; Training for collection & data analysis for disseminating & using early warning information systems covering drought & food production; Institutional building; Strengthen training & research capacity at national level; Assess educational needs, elaborate school curricula & expand educational systems; Work with NGOs in education programmes using materials available at international bodies.

Capacity Existing
UNCBD:

· SICHE School of Natural Resources;

· EU Forests Conservation programme support reopening Forestry School;

· University of the South Pacific and University of PNG links;

· USP has significant range of environment related science & law courses;

· Interest & involvement of overseas universities & academics (AMNH; UCSB; UQ, ANU);

· NGOs undertaking capacity building & training in NRM as part of their activities & programmes;

· Some improvements in national school curricula to include environmental studies;

· Live & Learn Environmental Education NGO programme to encourage inclusion of BD conservation in school curricula;

· NZ Govt & EU injecting resources into supporting national education system;

· Good network of Rural Training Centres but under resourced;

· Some overseas aid donors/NGOs offer scholarships for SI students;

· SPREP Regional Education Framework supporting development of national education initiatives & activities promoting SD, environmental management & strengthening the regional network of practitioners in environmental education & communication; and

· ECD Director & TNC Regional Manager are members of the Scientific Advisory Committee for Curriculum Development in SI.

UNFCCC:

· Climate change issues incorporated in the national curriculum – At form six level CC is a topic in Geography & is a major research topic; 

· ECD & MET Director are members of the Scientific Advisory Committee for Curriculum Development in SI;

· Training of experts in GHG Inventory and Vulnerability & Assessment  undertaken;

· Training in negotiation skills has been undertaken for international participation; 

· Live & Learn Environmental Education NGO undertaking environmental education in rural areas; 

· USP courses include oceanography, meteorology & other CC related subjects; and

· Solomon Islands TAFE established by private sector with external funding for RET training.

UNCCD:

· School curriculum (primary & secondary) include environment aspects;

· Tertiary institutions, ie USP, UniTech, UPNG, SICHE teaching units related to environment & sustainable resource management;

· NGOs, Live & Learn – environmental education programme & Kastom Gaden Association farmer training & agricultural skills development through demonstration farms & resource centre, privately owner Farmer Field Schools & RTCs; and

· RTCs “live by doing” approach to training new skills & providing alternative for rural livelihoods.

Capacity Gaps

UNCBD:

· SICHE under resourced – School of Natural Resources needs BD component;

· National Forestry School closed down;

· Education system still not available to all students;

· Limited job opportunities for postgraduate students in country;

· Issues over selection of places for limited  number of scholarships to university;

· Limited pool of qualified teachers & trainers;

· USP centre in Honiara under staffed and resourced for undertaking applied research, consultancies, training; and

· USP centre is limited in its ability to deliver a full range of tertiary/degree courses – need a full university campus (fourth USP campus) in SI.

UNFCCC:

· SICHE School of Natural Resources not considering CC issues; 

· Education system not available to all & is not affordable for all;

· Limited opportunities for further studies focusing on environment related subjects; 

· Scholarships focus on economic & productive sectors; 

· USP environment institutions not servicing SI as a member country; and 

· Some international and regional research institutions not actively engaging locals in research activities.  

UNCCD:

· SICHE not fully resourced, lacks human & financial resources, lack of infrastructure;

· Suspension of courses at Forestry School;

· Closure of National Agriculture Training Institute;

· Limited job opportunities for new graduates;

· Destruction of Dodo Creek research station and Tenavatu farm;

· Lack of standardised curriculum in all RTCs; and

· Lack of coordination between training & education providers within government. 

Underlying causes of the failure to meet the requirement

UNCBD: 

· Lack of resources to tertiary education & technical formal & informal education sector;

· Limited staff & qualified teachers within education system with the knowledge of BD conservation & sustainable use; CC, SD, land degradation; 

· Poor salary & benefits structure for teachers; and

· Not enough scholarships & traineeships for students.

UNFCCC:

· Refer to all the above. 

UNCCD:

· Lack of commitment to invest in tertiary & technical/vocational education sector;

· Tertiary training too expensive, Education Strategy Programme focus on basic education;

· Very limited number of qualified staff;

· Lack of incentives in the teaching profession;

· Poor terms & conditions of service;

· Lack of donor sponsorship and interest in country; and

· No national human resources development strategy in place.

Impact of weak capacity on implementation of each of the three Conventions;

UNCBD:

· Limited access to scientific & education programmes in SI;

· Lack of overall awareness & knowledge on BD, environmental management, CC & SD within government, communities & natural resource owners; and 

· Lack of skilled/trained scientists & conservation practitioners within SI.

UNFCCC:

· Lack of trained experts & scientific assessment for understanding the nature of CC & its impacts; 

· Students not aware of need for further studies on CC; 

· Policy development capacity on CC absent; and 

· Lack of skilled & qualified experts in respective institutions in country. 

UNCCD: 

-     Limited number of skilled staff to carryout scientific research;

· Lack of awareness & training;

· Limited support to vulnerable people or those feeling the effects of land degradation;

· Lack of initiative to find alternative means of supporting livelihood;

· Lack of preparedness for periods of extreme climatic conditions;

· Loss of soil fertility, food gardens;

· Contamination of water catchments, rivers & streams, increased sedimentation & loss of marine habitat; and

· Increased hunger - need for research on successful crop yields.

Opportunities, synergies and economies of scale generated by taking cross-cutting approaches and measures

· Partnerships with SPREP (through regional education framework), NGOs, donor partners & education sector to enhance primary & high school curricula to include appropriate level environmental studies including SD, BD conservation, CC, land usage & natural resource management;

· Encourage a broader range of scholarships from aid donors, NGOs, universities & private sector for degree & postgraduate studies in environmental studies including marine biology, ecology, natural resource management, CC, oceanography, environmental law, sciences &  applied research, data & systems analysis, GIS, land use planning, SD, etc;

· Partnerships with research organisations, universities & academics to expand opportunities for SI students & graduates to further their studies & skills through in-country environmental education, conservation skills, natural resource management, research techniques, computer skills, data management, etc;

· Solomon Islands government seek partnerships & investors to establish a fourth campus of USP in Honiara; and

· Continued strengthening of RTCs & expanding their curriculum to include a broader range of environmental & NRM subjects as well as adaptation for future impacts of CC on land use options.

7.4
Priority requirement: Public Awareness & Exchange of Information

Requirement in terms of all three Conventions

UNCBD: Facilitate information exchange from all publicly available sources regarding conservation & sustainable use of BD; Establish a clearing house mechanism for scientific information about BD; Introduce measures for notification/exchange of information on transboundary impacts through agreements; Give immediate notice to potentially affected countries of imminent or grave threat to BD originating in SI; Establish national emergency responses to such threats; Encourage cooperation between govt authorities & private sector in developing methods for sustainable use of BD.

UNFCCC: Develop & transfer technology; Information & networking including databases; Institutional capacity building - notably through Secretariats or focal points; Continue to raise awareness & increase understanding of policy makers in govt, NGOs & general public about CC & UNFCCC; Build consensus on national responses.

UNCCD: Train decision makers, managers & personnel responsible for collection & analysis of information for dissemination & early warning information systems covering drought & food production; Establish systems to collect, analyse & exchange information; Establish effective early warning systems through technical & scientific cooperation; Identify innovative ways to promote alternative livelihoods; Work with NGOs in public awareness.

Capacity Existing

UNCBD:

· NEMS identified environmental awareness & education as top priority - strategy largely not implemented;

· Significant cooperation with NGOs & GEF funded projects to develop public education programmes – but ad hoc & subject to external agendas;

· Resource library established in ECD;

· Resources available through NGOs (ie WWF resource library)

· NGO public education & awareness programmes; 
· Live & Learn Environmental Education, Kastom Gaden Association, Oxfam, DSE, SIDT, village & community level initiatives ie TDA, AMCA;

· Some ad hoc preparation of fact sheets, EIA info sheet (mid 1990s), radio broadcasts 

· SIBC network; and 

· Existing forums & networks ie: SISDAC, CCOSI & SILMMA network and Natural Resources & Rights Coalition, ECANSI.

UNFCCC:

· Climate change issues incorporated in the national curriculum – At form six level CC is a topic in Geography & is a major research topic; 

· Ongoing exchange of information between MET & NDC on CC induced threats for awareness; 

· National Climate Change Unit established in MET, should be central focus in addressing CC issues & awareness programmes;
· Live & Learn NGO conducting awareness programme on environmental issues & CC at community level; 

· FSPI conducting CC awareness raising training for village level workers;

· ECD & MET Director are members of the Scientific Advisory Committee for Curriculum Development in SI;

· International Waters Programme developing coastal management programmes

· Weather reports broadcast through SIBC; and 

· Data over the last decade of climatic conditions available from MET.

UNCCD:

· Programme by FAO on food security – research work in three provinces looking at food security, pests & diseases;

· Agriculture & Rural Development Programme – Joint EU Stabex Funds, AusAID & World Bank programme aimed at fostering effective & sustainable approach to broad based agriculture & rural development;

· NEMS – largely not implemented;

· Microproject (EU/ROC), Japan Grassroots Project – provide information on alternative livelihoods;

· NGOS such as Kastom Gaden Association providing information & awareness on sustainable agriculture through Farmers First Network, Farmer Field Schools, & working with RTCs; and

· MET Service rainfall data forecasting. 

Capacity Gaps

UNCBD:

· Clearing house mechanism established but too expensive for govt to host (funding provided under NBSAP);

· Information unit needs to be established within ECD;

· Each agency to develop information & awareness programmes in collaboration with other agencies/NGOs;

· Better coordination & collaboration within govt & between agencies on developing awareness programmes;

· Improved telecommunications & postal networks;

· Increased resources within govt for communication with stakeholders & delivery of awareness programmes;

· Reduce duplication in proliferation of committees & working groups & ensure at least one functions regularly (ie SISDAC not functioning, CCOSI established but not meeting regularly);

· Central resource library & website needed in Foreign Affairs for all international convention information;

· Environment Advisory Committee not established – limits input to govt policies & programmes by stakeholders, restricts two way flow of information;

· Communities largely unaware of environmental management, planning & natural resource management issues (ie SD, BD, CC);

· Govt officers also lacking in awareness & information on BD, SD & CC & importance/relevance to food security/human development; and

· Industry needs skills & capacity for sustainable NRM & compliance with environmental regulations (ie forestry, mining, fishing, agriculture).

UNFCCC:

· Need for CC website as a medium for awareness & information;  

· Communications & transport media limited given the spatial geography of  SI; 

· Lack of capacity to develop relevant materials for awareness raising; 

· Lack of human capacity, technological & financial resources in NCCCT;

· Environmental issues affecting SI not well propagated - CC largely ignored;

· Not enough staff within MET to develop & carryout awareness programmes as they are already engaged in other essential programmes;

· Lack of proper coordination between NGOs & govt agencies to effectively complement each others activities; and

· Media focus not on environmental issues such as CC - not engaged in regular publication of the issues.  

UNCCD:

· Coordination & collaboration within govt & between stakeholders is lacking;

· Lack accessible information in key govt departments; 

· Need a wider networking system to enhance exchange of information;

· Lack of mechanisms to harmonise programmes & activities intended for food security, land degradation & improved livelihoods;

· Technical support needed to maintain & update information systems;

· Need to develop the NAP;

· Need increased  information & awareness on family planning to reduce population rates;

· Need information for resource owners on: impacts of unsustainable logging & agricultural practices; conversion of natural forests to plantations & fertile land to large scale mono-cropping or plantation crops; and

· Industry needs skills & capacity for sustainable NRM & compliance with environmental regulations (ie forestry, mining, fishing, agriculture).

Underlying Causes of the failure to meet the requirement

UNCBD:

· Lack of resources, staffing, capacity to develop & deliver information & awareness programmes;

· High cost of delivering awareness programmes in rural areas;

· Lack of coordination between govt & NGOs;

· Compartmentalising of govt departments;

· Few formal processes for information exchange;

· Some government officers reluctant to share information; and

· Committees/working groups established but not convened or meetings irregular – duplication of roles.

UNFCCC:

· Refer to all the above (CBD);

· Lack of media focus on developing environmental impact awareness programmes;

· Govt agencies without internal checking system to monitor under achieved activities; 

· Negative attitude to information sharing by certain organisations & individuals; and 

· Staff competency level insufficient – lack of training & knowledge of necessary tools & technologies. 

UNCCD:

· Lack of resources: financial, staffing, technology; 

· Lack of training in data collection, & scientific research of land degradation;

· Lack of coordination between govt agencies & stakeholders to address food security & land degradation; and

· Too much “sectoral egoism” & duplication of activities.

Impact of weak capacity on implementation of each of the three Conventions

UNCBD:

· Duplication of information & data gathering efforts; 

· Existing information not fully utilised or shared; 

· Information not flowing to provincial or community level (restricts decision making powers of resource owners & users; limits knowledge about sustainable alternative livelihoods); 

· Continued unsustainable harvesting & land use practices due to lack of knowledge & awareness of options/alternatives;

· Limited awareness of BD conservation or sustainable use; BD not valued & its conservation is not given a priority; and

· Continued loss of BD due to lack of awareness.

UNFCCC:

· No extensive information available on CC impacts;   

· Mitigation & adaptation strategies not comprehensively developed due to absence of relevant data;

· Limited awareness on CC from community to policy development level;

· Stakeholders not well informed on cross-cutting issues for corporate strategies on CC; 

· CC not mainstreamed into national planning, financial & development processes. 

UNCCD:

· Lack of positive impact on rural livelihood;

· Limited training undertaken, limited public awareness or dissemination of information;

· Lack of technology transfer & sharing of technology;

· Duplication of programmes & activities; and 

· A narrow economic base, low rural income, limited access to finance & markets.

Opportunities, synergies and economies of scale generated by taking cross-cutting approaches and measures

· Coordination & collaboration between govt agencies & NGOs in delivery of awareness programmes to communities & villagers;

· Provincial level coordination of extension services needed (ie provided by govt, aid donors, & NGOs) to avoid confusion & duplication & to maximise effectiveness of information – to improve the decision making process for owners & users of natural resources;

· Targeted awareness programmes for owners & users of natural resources on contemporary NRM practices to complement traditional knowledge & management practices; information & awareness on options for sustainable alternative livelihoods (ecoforestry, sustainable agriculture, sustainable aquaculture, preparedness for changes to food production & harvesting practices as a result of CC);

· Establishment of a central clearing house on data, information & resource materials;

· Improve telecommunications network & expand PFNet email & internet access throughout rural areas;

· Improve transport & postal services; and

· Strengthen skills & capacity of industry to improve environmental management & compliance with regulations (fishing, forestry, mining, agriculture).

7.5
Priority requirement:  Technology Development and Transfer (including Traditional Knowledge)

Requirement in terms of all three Conventions

UNCBD: Develop methods for conservation & sustainable use & appropriate technologies including TK; Provide or facilitate access & transfer of technologies to promote conservation & sustainable use & benefit sharing; Legislative, administrative & policy measures for effective participation in biotech research; Information regarding use & safety regulations in handling LMOs; Promote technical & scientific cooperation; Establish a clearing house mechanism for BD scientific information.

UNFCCC: Develop & transfer technology, particularly adaptive technology;
 Cooperate in development & transfer of technology in all relevant sectors that reduce or prevent emissions.  
UNCCD: Transfer, acquisition, adaptation & development of economically, socially & environmentally appropriate technology; Training & technology regarding alternative renewable energy sources; Joint research programmes for development of appropriate technologies; Exchange information on TK, ensuring adequate protection & return from benefits derived on an equitable basis; Protect, integrate, enhance & validate TK ensuring owners directly benefit; Extend technology that fosters alternative livelihoods; Early warning systems.

Capacity Existing 

UNCBD:

· Working group established to develop a biosafety framework for dealing with LMOs;

· NGOs working with natural resource owners to establish community based management plans & marine protected areas & forest reserves (ie Makira Community Conservation Foundation & Tetepare Descendants’ Association);

· TK being recognised as an integral component of community level management of natural resources;

· Museum project: activities on documenting TK & management systems by the National Museum;

· Private sector willing to share knowledge & equipment on plantation forestry techniques;

· SPREP Invasive Species Learning Network & proposed GEF Pacific Invasive Species Management Project; and

· SPREP ABS framework proposal.

UNFCCC:

· Renewable energy policy framework developed by the Energy Division; 

· NGO led development of community based management for coastal areas & forest resources;  

· Proposal for a project on ABS of TK currently developed by SPREP for Pacific Island countries; 

· Development of biofuel in SI at an infant stage - one private company focused on alternative energy sources development;

· SI completed an unpublished draft National Implementation Strategy (NIS) under PICCAP support;
· National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) being implemented;

· National Climate Change Unit established within MET; and

· Honiara TAFE private sector/donor partnership in training in renewable energies.

UNCCD:

· Initiative on natural forest management undertaken by communities in Kolombangara, with technical backup from KFPL;

· AusAID Solomon Islands Forest Management Project forest inventory & land susceptibility studies with capacity building for community based reforestation;

· FAO Regional Food Security Programme to improve husbandry practices & improve appropriate & adequate use of modern technology & adopt efficient water management techniques;

· National Rural Integrated Development Programme (UNDP) recognises the bottom up approach & integrates local knowledge & community experiences into development programmes; 

· Development of Sustainable Agriculture in the Pacific Project (EU/SPC), recognises rural approaches as important & undertakes scientific studies to address rural problematic areas with technical backup (pest & diseases); and

· Kastom Gaden Association has key role in collection of TK on farming systems & plants, research & testing of local seeds & distribution through planting materials & farmers’ networks. Also works in partnership with SPC & UQ for storage & cleaning of local plant materials; works with DAL on improving feeding systems for village chicken farms. 

Capacity Gaps 

UNCBD:

· Limited documentation of TK & local management systems; 

· Lack national legislation protecting TK & genetic resources;

· Lack national legislation governing access to & benefit sharing of commercialisation of genetic resources;

· National biosafety framework not completed, concern over whether SI has the capacity to deliver the framework once completed;

· Need measures to increase human capacity for implementation of recommendations of national biosafety framework project;

· Lack of information on existence or presence of LMOs/GMOs in SI;

· Need increased understanding/awareness of LMOs/GMOs;

· EIA provisions of Environment Act must be triggered by the importation of LMOs/GMOs; 

· Need for high levels of coordination & communication; and 

· Need expertise in biosafety issues expanded out from a small number of individuals.

UNFCCC:

· Need financial resources to acquire relevant technology;

· Expertise in CC related technology knowledge not within the responsible agency;

· More research & documentation into TK & technologies;

· Need awareness programme for stakeholders & communities on the benefit of new appropriate technology; 

· Need for technology innovation & creativity & private sector engagement in such developments; 

· Govt fiscal policy not providing sufficient incentives to RET; and 

· Technology Needs Assessment required for SI.

UNCCD:

· Need for technology transfer & adoption of appropriate modern techniques & inputs;

· Need to document TK on pest control, diseases & planting periods;

· Recruit staff in leading govt departments to work full time on projects;

· Develop sustainable natural resource management systems & land use policies; and

· Establish information systems to monitor land vulnerability. 

Underlying causes of the failure to meet the requirement;

UNCBD:

· Concept of biotechnology is new in SI;

· Limited exposure to biotechnology & limited understanding of benefits/impacts;

· Limited resources within ECD; 

· No assessment of risks & lost opportunities arising from absence of legislation on access benefit sharing;

· No resources to control biopiracy;

· Limited documentation of TK & management systems; 

· ABS & TK not priorities; 

· No baseline assessment of biotrade or potential for commercialising BD;

· Poor understanding of UNCBD Art.15 “Access to Genetic Resources” & importance of conserving genetic resources;

· Weak provisions in Research Act (lacks regulations & functioning committee); and

· Weak provisions & implementation of Quarantine & Customs regulations.

UNFCCC:

· Education sector not focusing on training more technical & innovative graduates;

· TK not sufficiently recorded and not encouraged - perceived as irrelevant;

· Lack of implementation of renewable energy policy except by private sector; 

· No systematic strategy to develop technologies for respective CC impacts; and 

· Lack of available data & research programmes to develop new technology. 

UNCCD:

· Critical gaps in technology transfer & adoption of modern techniques & inputs;

· Limited documentation of TK (eg: control of pests & diseases, methods of planting, when/where);

· Shortage of staff in leading govt departments to work full time on projects;

· Lack of sustainable natural resources management systems & land use policies;

· Lack of information system to monitor land vulnerability; and 

· Lack of information on land use (past developments vs current trends) & planning.

Impact of weak capacity on implementation of each of the three Conventions

UNCBD:

· Delays in completing a national biosafety framework;

· Limited sharing of information & technologies;

· Limited understanding of benefit of commercialisation of genetic resources;

· Potentially lost opportunities for beneficial use of genetic resources; and

· Loss of TK & ownership of genetic resources.

UNFCCC:

· RET usage not well distributed in rural SI;

· Country not focusing on biofuel & RET as future sustainable means of energy, left to private sector to follow own initiatives;

· Traditional knowledge lost or ignored; and 

· Inability to innovate local technology or strategies. 

UNCCD: 

· Decline in traditional earnings;

· Unsustainable agricultural & forest practices impacting on land & food sources;

· Insufficient info on available technology & methods of improving land fertility;

· Lack of interest or limited knowledge in adopting new technology;

· Limited options for engaging in alternative energy sources; and

· Lack of partnerships & collaboration in research activities.

Opportunities, synergies and economies of scale generated by taking cross-cutting approaches and measures

· Develop a legal framework to protect TK & regulate access benefit sharing of the use of genetic resources. Participate in proposed SPREP ABS project;

· Identify potential private sector & research institutions to partner in development of low cost, environmentally friendly technology & renewable energies relevant to SI needs to adapt to environmental changes; facilitate technology transfer;

· Complete the biosafety framework & build national capacity to implement framework;

· Review quarantine & customs legislation, regulations, protocols & procedures to build capacity to prevent & control invasive species.  Participate in SPREP Invasive Species Learning Network & Invasive Species Management Project;

· Build capacity for government & communities to develop integrated land use plans;

· SIG to fully implement & support Renewable Energy Policy;

· Increase scholarships for students & graduates to encourage more studies in the science & technologies areas; and

· Build the resources & research capacity of national institutions to encourage & facilitate innovation (ie Museum, DAL, MET, Forestry, Environment, Fisheries).

7.6
Priority requirement:  Financial Mechanisms and Resources

Requirement in terms of all three Conventions

UNCBD:  In-situ & Ex-situ conservation - Cooperate in providing financial support; Parties to adopt economically & socially sound incentives for conservation & sustainable use; Parties to allocate sufficient financial resources to achieving convention objectives.

UNFCCC: Art 4.3 Funding for developing countries; Art 4.4 Funding for particularly vulnerable developing countries; Art 4.5 Transfer of technology particularly adaptive technology; Art 4.7 Links commitment to funding & technology transfer; Art 4.9 Actions to consider special needs of LDCs; PICCAP Mechanism for Pacific Island countries; Support programme from SPREP Climate Change Section; & Clean Development Mechanism under the Kyoto protocol. 

UNCCD:  Use of existing bilateral & multilateral financial mechanisms & arrangements - developing countries are eligible for assistance in the implementation of the Convention, including GEF, consortia, joint programmes, parallel funding & private sector funding; COP shall encourage through various UN systems & financial institutions support to developing countries; Mobilise regional & sub regional support; Give national priority to combating desertification & mitigating the effects of drought & allocate adequate resources; National govt mobilise financial resources for NAPS; Create domestic market conditions & incentives including protection of intellectual property rights; Improve administrative & budget procedures to increase efficiency of cooperation & support programmes.

Capacity Existing

UNCBD: 

· Some NGOs/CBOs offering incentives for conservation & sustainable use of natural resources (ie conservation agreements, monitoring rewards, trust funds, development of community facilities in exchange for conservation);

· Overseas donors & NGOs willing to provide funding towards marine & forestry conservation in SI;

· EU Stabex funds earmarked for Forests Conservation Strategy & Agriculture & Rural Development Programme;

· AusAID, ROC & other donors focused on agriculture & rural development;

· NGO & donor funded programmes support international obligations & national environmental agenda;

· Access to regional networks & organisations (PIF, SPREP, Roundtable, SOPAC, SPC, USP, CROP); and

· Global Environment Facility. 

UNFCCC:

· PACC project funded by GEF to be implemented; 

· Funding from GEF for PIGGAREP as a follow up to PIREP; 

· NAPA currently being implemented; 

· PICCAP support to develop preparatory work for 2nd National Communication;  

· Private sector investment in biofuel & RET; and

· Possibility of Clean Development Mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol.

UNCCD:

· EU Stabex Forestry Conservation & Agriculture & Rural Development programmes ;

· AusAID Forestry & Agriculture Programmes; 

· Republic of China agricultural extension projects;

· Global Environment Facility;

· COP funding for NAP & National Reports;

· FAO technical support; and

· SPREP for strengthening regional cooperation.

Capacity Gaps

UNCBD:

· Environmental considerations to be mainstreamed across govt programmes & linked to the national budget with sufficient allocation for technical agencies;

· Resource pricing in national accounting and other economic policy;

· Accounting for resources degradation & budgeting for conservation; 

· Most conservation funding comes from project work – limits long term potential;

· Revenue sharing between national & provincial govts needs to be more equitable ie  increase funding to provinces for environmental planning & management;

· Diversify economy to reduce reliance on commercial forestry & fishing for revenue;

· Remove disincentives to sustainable use of natural resources (reform tax regime); and

· Marketing of rural products to increase involvement in alternative sustainable industries.

UNFCCC:

· Insufficient financial resources from SIG to address climate change issues;

· Need to develop CC projects to attract funding by GEF & other funding agencies;

· Ability to develop funding proposals for GEF impaired by a lack of understanding of GEF policies, procedure, project cycles & processes; 

· Lack a national strategy to address CC issues which can be used as a tool to attract funding from potential donor agencies - NIS is a potential but currently on hold;

· Effective coordinating & financial mechanisms for stakeholders to complement each others activities addressing CC issues; and 

· Research data required on the impact of CC to convince potential donors of the potential future impacts on livelihoods.

UNCCD: 

· Need stronger partnerships between govt, NGOs & private sector to develop, encourage & strengthen rural banking & credit facilities (adopt CBSI strategy to improve rural banking);

· Need market surveys to identify opportunities for rural products; market outlets with appropriate infrastructure ie land & sea transport systems;

· Information on alternatives such as ecotourism & investment in low environmental impact activities; and

· Need policies & economic incentives; create market opportunities & access to financial institutions, explore alternative livelihood options.

Underlying causes of the failure to meet the requirement

UNCBD:

· Lack of funding for Ministry of Natural Resources; 

· Budget allocation to provinces too low;

· Scarce departmental resources, lack of staff;

· Funds not allocated in line with Convention obligations & priorities;

· Work of ECD focused on areas supported by external funding;

· Resources & facilities for ex-situ conservation lacking;

· National govt’s heavy reliance on logging & foreign fishing for export revenues compromises its ability to develop alternatives;

· Disincentives – poor transport infrastructure, lack of markets, poor communications infrastructure, lack of reliable affordable transport – makes alternative livelihoods unattractive compared to logging;

· Complexities of customary land & sea tenure & usage rights;

· Government offers no incentives for sustainable use of BD; and

· Strong systematic disincentives to small scale conservation activities & sustainable forestry plantations.

UNFCCC:

· Refer to most of the above with reference to National Climate Change Unit, MET Service & Ministry of Infrastructure & Development.

UNCCD: 

· Lack of knowledge & awareness of financial mechanisms & accessibility; and

· Lack of institutional funding & resources.

Impact of weak capacity on implementation of each of the three Conventions

UNCBD:

· In-situ conservation ad hoc, largely carried out by NGOs & not necessarily conducted according to a national agenda;

· Little or no ex-situ conservation;

· Little scope for incentives to encourage resource owners to conserve BD or habitats;

· Limited options for villagers & rural people to identify & initiate sustainable alternative incomes; and

· Continued loss of BD.

UNFCCC:

· Mitigation & adaptation strategies not developed; 

· CC impact not well understood from community to policy development levels;

· No implementation of any mitigation or adaptation activities;

· Increasing risk to coastal systems & low lying atolls; 

· Lack of available data & information on CC impacts in SI; and 

· CC & sea level rise impacts on livelihoods of coastal areas & low lying atolls & weather patterns in SI.

UNCCD: 

· No National Action Plan;

· No National Sustainable Development Plan;

· Agriculture research facilities not repaired since tension; and

· Lack of research & monitoring.

Opportunities, synergies and economies of scale generated by taking cross-cutting approaches and measures

· Improve process for accessing & managing funding from various sources (donors, govt, private foundations etc);

· Strengthen the role of GEF focal points;

· SIG to give higher priority in budget allocations to departments & institutions involved in environmental management, planning, CC & SD; 

· Access regional networks for technical support & advice on good governance, data collection & management, CC preparedness, technology & processes development & transfer, legislative reform, ABS & protection of TK; for invasive species control & management; & environmental education;

· Identify appropriate international partnerships for collaboration & support with research, data management systems, capacity building, collection of TK, environmental management, land use planning, GIS;

· Develop partnerships & collaboration with NGOs to better coordinate activities & align programmes to complement SI’s environmental agenda & international obligations of the three Rio Conventions (align with new national development plan);

· Harmonise donor aid programmes to support & complement SI’s environmental agenda & international obligations of the three Rio Conventions (align with new national development plan);

· Review tax regimes & policies to remove disincentives to SD, BD conservation & sustainable use; & encourage investment by private sector in alternative & appropriate technology development & transfer; and

· Implement resource pricing/environmental accounting in the national accounts.

7.7
Priority requirement:  Reporting

Requirement in terms of all three Conventions

UNCBD: Participate in meetings of the UNCBD COP – including expert meetings where relevant & prepare periodic reports on implementation & effectiveness of measures. 

UNFCCC:  Develop, periodically update, publish & make available to COP in accordance with Article 12, national inventories of anthropogenic emissions by sources & removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, using comparable methodologies to be agreed upon by COPs; Prepare national communications.

UNCCD: Participation on COP & Science & Technical Working Group.

Capacity Existing
UNCBD: 

· Agency technical personnel involved in the reporting function;

· Solomon Islands participation in COP meetings;

· NGO representative invited by SIG to participate in COP 8 in Brazil; and

· Expertise available within NGOs, private sector & regional organisations for supporting the reporting requirements.

UNFCCC:

· Completed & submitted initial National Communication; 

· Completed a draft National Implementation Strategy; 

· Completed an enabling activity for preparation of Second National Communication; 

· A national greenhouse gas inventory completed by SI in 1994 with support from PICCAP;
· Local consultants involved in developing reports; and 
· MET Services personnel available to assist in developing communication reports. 
UNCCD:

· Completion of First National Communication. 

Capacity Gaps
UNCBD:

· Need better understanding of convention processes;

· Need improved communication between UN focal point in Foreign Affairs & the technical focal point in ECD;

· Process for including expertise from the region & within NGOs for developing communications & reporting to COP meetings;

· Incomplete recruitment process for vacancies within Foreign Affairs (particularly UN & Treaties Division); and

· Need process of dissemination of information on international conventions & COP meetings to govt agencies & to the public (library/clearinghouse/website).

UNFCCC:

· Thorough understanding of convention process (similar to UNCBD);

· Systematic communication between UN focal point in Foreign Affairs & convention focal point MET Service (same as UNCBD); 

· Consultation with all stakeholder through the NCCCT in developing National Communications & reporting to UN COP meetings;

· Broader consultation with provinces & NGOs & private sector; and 

· Need for institutional self-motivation of the urgency to report. 

UNCCD:

· Refer to UNCBD gaps.


Underlying causes of the failure to meet the requirement
  UNCBD:

· Convention activities currently concentrated in very small number of individuals – who also have focal point responsibilities in other conventions; 

· Large proportion of time spent travelling to attend overseas meetings & forums;

· Current structures do not promote active involvement of NGO practitioners or other regional expertise in preparation of reports;

· UN & Treaties Division of Foreign Affairs understaffed & under resourced; and

· Need for improved reporting to technical divisions & community by Foreign Affairs.

UNFCCC:

· All of the above - Similar to UNCBD; 

· Lack of ownership of convention obligations by stakeholders such as NGOs & private sector;

· Lack of manpower to focus on convention matters; and 

· Convention matters not prioritised.  

UNCCD:

· Refer to UNCBD causes.

Impact of weak capacity on implementation of each of the three Conventions
UNCBD:

· Reports & National Communications generally lack specificity & include material not directly related to, or attributable to convention membership; and

· Limited transmission of convention activities & meeting outcomes to the broader conservation community, especially in absence of effective institutional arrangements for information sharing & dissemination.

UNFCCC:

· Delay of the National Communication; 

· Reports & National Communications generally lack specificity & include material not directly related to, or attributable to convention membership (similar to UNCBD); 

· Convention requirements not well understood by communities, NGOs & other government sectors; and 

· Slow submission of reports results in SI lagging behind in its commitment & missing out on funding opportunities under UNFCCC funding mechanisms.

UNCCD:

· Refer to UNFCCC impacts. 

Opportunities, synergies and economies of scale generated by taking cross-cutting approaches and measures

· Investigate establishing an International Conventions Coordinating Unit within Foreign Affairs o improve information sharing, facilitate access to qualified govt & non govt people to support the reporting process, to monitor compliance with the obligations of the Rio Conventions & other multilateral environmental agreements;

· Build capacity of govt & non govt representatives participating in negotiations on international conventions and in COP meetings to strengthen skills in negotiation, diplomacy, conflict resolution;

· Improve internal briefing arrangements by national focal points pre & post COP; and

· Make full use of briefing services available from regional & international organisations (ie SPREP, NGOs).

8.0
Cross-cutting Capacity Constraints (Conventions and Environmental Issues)
8.1
Cross-cutting Environment, Economic and Social Issues

Tables 2a, 2b, and 2c describe the key cross-cutting issues affecting two or more Rio Conventions. (Table 2d summarises the issues). The issues were identified through the Thematic and Stocktake Reports and were highlighted at the NCSA workshop in July 2006. They are categorised as either environment, economic or social issues and impact on or are impacted by climate change, land degradation and loss of biological diversity. Therefore, they are all relevant to the delivery of obligations of the three Rio Conventions and if the convention obligations are met, these issues are expected to be addressed, eliminated, reduced or better managed.

Table 2a: Cross-cutting Environment Issues

	Cross-cutting Environment Issues
	UNCBD
	UNCCD
	UNFCCC

	Unsustainable logging & forestry management;  
	Loss of BD & habitat
	Land degradation;

Loss of forests
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability; 

Loss of carbon sink

	Inappropriate land use practices;
	Loss of BD  & habitat
	Land degradation & loss of viable fertile land
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability 

Loss of carbon sink

	Water resources polluted from silt, pollution, waste disposal, water catchment destruction;
	Loss of BD & habitat
	Loss of water catchments can lead to land degradation/loss of habitat
	Loss of water catchment can lead to vulnerability of water supply to storms, CC impacts

	Habitat loss & degradation;  


	Loss of BD & potential benefit from use of genetic resources
	Land degradation
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability;

Potential for landslides in extreme weather events

	Invasive species; 


	Loss of BD & habitat
	Land degradation
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability from loss of native flora/forests

	Biosafety threats; 

	Loss of BD & potential benefit from use of genetic resources
	Loss of agricultural production;

Timber & forestry sector at risk – can lead to land deg
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability from loss of native flora/forests

	Pollution & improper waste management; 
	Loss of BD & habitat
	Land degradation
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability

	Changing subsistence to commercial agriculture; 
	Loss of traditional knowledge
	Land degradation;

Loss of agricultural production
	Soil vulnerability to CC;

Potential for landslides in extreme weather events

	Coastal environment & ecosystems degradation;
	Loss of BD & habitat
	Land degradation along coastal zone
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability

	Fisheries/marine BD & ecosystems; 
	Loss of BD & habitat
	Poor agricultural & land management practices can adversely affect marine environment & destroy fisheries
	Coastal erosion & vulnerability to CC impacts from damaged reefs & mangrove zones; Coral bleaching

	Lack of scientific data, awareness, technical skills & resources;  
	Lack of information for good decision making for BD protection & sustainable use
	Lack of information for good decision making on land management practices
	Lack of information on susceptibility & high risk areas

	Lack of education & awareness (environmental issues including BD status, conservation & sustainable use, SD, CC).
	Lack of information for good decision making for BD protection & sustainable use
	Lack of information for good decision making on land management practices
	Lack of information on susceptibility & high risk areas; Lack of preparedness


Table 2b: Cross-cutting Economic Issues

	Cross-cutting Economic Issues
	UNCBD
	UNCCD
	UNFCCC

	Lack of market-based incentives (for BD conservation, sustainable livelihoods & rural development);
	Loss of BD & habitat from unsustainable economic activities & over exploitation;

Loss of potential benefits from sustainable use of genetic resources
	Unsustainable agriculture & forestry production;

Land degradation from inappropriate land uses
	Coastal land vulnerable to  erosion due to unsustainable activities;

Potential for landslides in extreme weather events

	Lack of infrastructure to support rural based enterprise (markets, transport, storage, communication);
	Limited rural infrastructure limits alternative sustainable livelihoods – can cause loss of BD, habitat & lost benefits from genetic resources
	Limited rural infrastructure limits new alternative sustainable livelihoods –– can lead to land degradation, loss of soil productivity.
	Continued habitat loss leads to land degradation & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels

	Lack of scientific info & awareness for decision makers &  resource owners; 
	Resource owners face limited options, continued unsustainable practices - leads to loss of BD & habitat;   Limited sharing of scientific information  
	Limited awareness of sustainable options – leads to continued land degradation, loss of soil productivity.

.
	Lack of information on susceptibility & high risk areas; Lack of preparedness

	Lack of national agency support at community & provincial level (ie extension & technical services);
	Lack of information & support for good decision making for BD protection & sustainable use
	Lack of information & support for good decision making on land management practices
	Lack of information on susceptibility & high risk areas; Lack of preparedness

	Customary land tenure restricting access to finance for rural people;
	Resource owners options limited to overseas investment in unsustainable economic activity – leads to loss of BD & habitat
	Resource owners options limited - unsustainable economic activity – can cause land deg & loss of economic opportunity
	Continued habitat loss leads to land degradation & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels

	Lack of money &  limited access to finance;
	Resource owners options limited to unsustainable economic activity – leads to loss of BD & habitat
	Resource owners’ options limited - unsustainable economic activity can cause land deg & loss of economic opportunity
	Continued habitat loss leads to land deg & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels

	Energy sector (dev of env friendly energy sources mostly driven by private sector & NGOs);
	Continued use of carbon based fuels leads to loss of BD & habitat destruction
	Continued use of carbon based fuels leads to continued land degradation;  Energy/fuel costly 
	Continued use of carbon based fuels contributes to CC

	Land use (all development & investment processes should consider do EIA;
	Inappropriate land use contributes to loss of BD & habitat
	Inappropriate land use contributes to land degradation
	Continued habitat loss can cause land deg & land vulnerable to extreme weather events/rising sea levels

	Forestry (needs effective management strategies considering CC & environmental factors); 
	Unsustainable logging & forestry leads to continued habitat loss, BD loss & lost opportunities from beneficial use of genetic resources; loss of TK & management practices
	Unsustainable logging & forestry leads to land degradation, loss of long term economic opportunity, loss of traditional management methods; vulnerability to CC impacts
	Continued habitat loss leads to land degradation & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels; Loss of carbon sinks - 

contributes to CC

	Agriculture (land clearing &  deforestation, loss of organic matter through cultivation, soil erosion, desertification, salination, biomass burning under shifting cultivation cause GHG – must maintain vegetation as GHG sink; 
	Unsustainable agricultural practices can cause habitat loss, BD loss & lost opportunities from beneficial use of genetic resources; loss of TK & management practices
	Unsustainable agriculture leads to land degradation, loss of long term economic opportunity for resource owners, loss of traditional agricultural methods, loss of food security, vulnerability to impacts of CC
	Continued habitat loss leads to land degradation & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels;

Loss of carbon sinks - contributes to CC

	Marine & Fisheries Resources – loss of habitat & economic opportunity from commercial, artisanal & subsistence fisheries.
	CC could have significant impact on marine BD & affect subsistence & artisanal fishers & offshore fisheries which could be affected by more frequent & severe El Nino events
	Loss of marine resources for subsistence & economic purposes will put more pressure on land & food production from agriculture & on forestry for income & subsistence
	CC could have significant impact on marine BD & affect subsistence & artisanal fishers & offshore fisheries which could be affected by more frequent & severe El Nino events


Table 2c: Cross-cutting Social Issues

	Cross-cutting Social Issues
	UNCBD
	UNCCD
	UNFCCC

	Loss of TK & management systems;


	Loss of BD & habitat
	Land degradation
	Continued habitat loss leads to land degradation & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels; Loss of carbon sinks;

Contributes to CC

	Loss of food security;


	Can arise from loss of BD & habitat & visa versa with changing food production putting pressure on habitats & causing loss of BD
	Loss of viable land for food production can lead to pressure on existing supplies of food & methods of food production
	CC impacts can cause a loss of viable land for food production; can cause pressure on existing supplies of food & methods of food production

	Potential conflict over scarce resources;


	As BD becomes scarce (for medicine, food, shelter, building materials etc), can lead to conflict & can result in further loss of habitat/BD 
	As land & resources become scarce for food production, can lead to conflict
	CC can cause loss of viable land for food production & loss of other natural resources (for medicine, shelter etc) & can cause conflict

	Chiefly system breaking down, poor governance; 


	Poor governance of natural resources can lead to loss of BD & habitat; breaking down of traditional methods of NRM; loss of TK
	Poor governance of natural resources can lead to land degradation; breaking down of traditional methods of NRM; loss of TK
	Poor governance of natural resources can cause land deg; break down of traditional methods; loss of TK – leaves communities vulnerable to CC impacts

	Loss of cultural linkages to the environment;


	Lack of info & understanding of importance of BD for good decision making for BD protection & sustainable use
	Lack of info & understanding of importance of SD for good decision making for sustainable land use & management 
	Lack of understanding of the importance of protecting the environment to mitigate the impacts of CC & sea level rise

	Conflict over customary land & resource ownership; 


	Complicates environmental management – impacts on BD conservation & sustainable use; Custom owned land not subject to Planning laws
	Complicates environmental management – impacts on SD & sustainable land use; Custom owned land not subject to Planning laws
	Impacts CC mitigation & adaptation strategies



	Lack of awareness of important links between environment & human welfare & development;
	Lack of info & understanding of importance of BD for good decision making for BD protection & sustainable use
	Lack of info & understanding of importance of SD for good decision making 
	Lack of understanding of importance of protecting environment to mitigate impacts of CC 

	Limited access to income & cash;


	Resource owners options limited to unsustainable economic activity – can lead to loss of BD & habitat
	Resource owners options limited - unsustainable economic activity – can lead to land degradation & loss of economic opportunity
	Continued habitat loss leads to land degradation & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels

	Lack of access to appropriate info & knowledge for good decision making & use of natural resources;
	Lack of information for good decision making for BD protection & sustainable use
	Lack of information for good decision making on land management practices
	Lack of info on susceptibility & high risk areas; 

Lack of preparedness

	Insufficient infrastructure, transport, communication networks & market outlets;


	Limited rural infrastructure limits new alternative sustainable livelihoods –  can lead to loss of BD, habitat & lost benefits from genetic resources
	Limited rural infrastructure limits alternative sustainable livelihoods –– can cause land deg, loss of soil productivity;  Limits access to alternative incomes
	Continued habitat loss leads to land degradation & land vulnerable to extreme weather events & rising sea levels

	Public health; 

	Human health can be affected by loss of BD such as loss of resources for food production, shelter, building, medicine, custom & culture
	Human health can be affected by land deg & inappropriate land use ie loss of food security, impact of pollution & chemicals etc
	CC can result if increase in disease, conflict, injury & death from severe weather events

	Population increase. 


	Escalates loss of BD & habitat loss;

Impacts on human health & wellbeing
	Escalates land deg through increased pressure from housing, food prod, industry, commerce, waste disposal
	Escalates CC, land degradation & loss of BD.

Impacts on human health & wellbeing


Table 2d – Summary of Cross-cutting Environment, Economic and Social Issues

	Cross-cutting Environment Issues 
	Cross-cutting Economic Issues 


	Cross-cutting Social Issues 



	· Unsustainable logging & forestry management practices;
· Inappropriate land use practices;
· Water resources management;

· Habitat loss & degradation;  

· Invasive species;

· Biosafety threats; 
· Pollution & improper waste management; 
· Changing subsistence & commercial agriculture;

· Coastal environment & ecosystems management;

· Fisheries/marine BD & ecosystems management;

· Lack of scientific data, awareness, technical skills & resources; and

· Lack of education & awareness (environmental issues including BD status, conservation & sustainable use, SD, CC).


	· Lack of market-based incentives for BD conservation, sustainable livelihoods & rural development;

· Lack of infrastructure to support rural based enterprise (markets, transport, storage, communication);

· Lack of scientific info & awareness for decision makers &  resource owners; 

· Lack of national agency support at community & provincial level (extension & technical services);

· Customary land tenure restricting access to finance for rural people;
· Lack of money &  limited access to finance;

· Energy sector (development of environmental friendly energy sources mostly driven by private sector & NGOs);

· Land use (all development & investment processes should consider environmental & CC factors - EIA process);  

· Forestry (needs effective management strategies considering CC & environmental factors); 

· Agriculture (land clearing &  deforestation for agriculture, loss of organic matter through cultivation, soil erosion, desertification, salination & biomass burning under shifting cultivation cause greenhouse gases (GHG) – need to maintain vegetation as major sink for GHG); and
· Marine & fisheries resources (CC could have significant impact on marine BD & potentially affect subsistence & artisanal fishers plus commercial offshore fisheries which could be affected by more frequent & severe El Nino events).

	· Loss of TK & local management systems;

· Loss of food security;

· Potential conflict over scarce resources;

· Chiefly system breaking down, poor governance; 

· Loss of cultural linkages to the environment;

· Conflict over customary land & resource ownership (complicates environmental management – impacts on CC mitigation & adaptation strategies, SD & BD conservation & sustainable use);

· Lack of awareness of important links between environment & human welfare & development;

· Limited access to income/cash;

· Lack of access to appropriate info & knowledge for good decision making & use of natural resources;

· Insufficient infrastructure, transport, communication networks & market outlets;

· Public health (human impacts from CC, land degradation & loss of BD; and

· Population increase (escalates CC, land degradation &  loss of BD, but conversely, these environmental changes impact on & displace  human populations).




8.2
Capacity Constraints Cross-cutting UNCBD, UNCCD and UNFCCC

The following is a summary of the cross-cutting capacity constraints affecting Solomon Islands’ ability to achieve the commitments of the Rio Conventions. There are a number of common issues which affect all three conventions such as the need for capacity building and awareness and information sharing.  However, cross-cutting issues are those specific issues such as the need for enhanced R&D capacity and increased awareness on climate change impacts which cut across the conventions.   

Cross-cutting issues are important for Solomon Islands because they affect more than one sector (eg forestry, land, water, agriculture), they involve more than one agency and require strong coordination and an all-of-government approach. Such issues are complex and multi-dimensional and therefore require effective coordination amongst stakeholders, good sharing and management of information, joint research, sustained collaboration and integrated management and planning approaches.

The extent to which cross-cutting issues are successfully managed by a country can reflect on the extent of coordination, integration and application of good governance principles in that particular country. It can show that a country is tackling environmental management challenges in a holistic, inclusive and participatory manner. These factors as they apply to Solomon Islands were considered as part of this cross-cutting assessment and are reflected in Table 3.

The cross-cutters have been identified from Section 7.0 which highlighted information drawn from the Thematic Assessments and included the commitments and status of achieving those commitments under each convention, the existing capacity, capacity gaps, and the impacts of those gaps.  These capacity gaps will form the priority actions to be outlined in the National Action Plan for Capacity Development because they can achieve synergies across two or more conventions. A series of supporting actions will also be included in the plan to address key capacity constraints which may only affect one convention but is considered to be a critical capacity constraint impacting on the national environmental agenda as well as poverty alleviation strategies.

The cross-cutting capacity constraints identified are listed below and detailed in Table 3:

1. Poor governance; 

2. Ineffective legislative & policy framework;

3. Institutional, technical & capacity weaknesses;

4. Lack of public awareness &  information sharing for sound environmental management & decision making;

5. Lack of scientific knowledge of, and research into Solomon Islands environmental issues including sustainable development, impacts of climate change & biological diversity;

6. Lack of mainstreaming environmental considerations, biodiversity conservation & sustainable development across government programmes and policies;
7. Poor technology development & transfer (including loss of traditional knowledge);

8. Gaps in human capacity & development; and

9. Limited access to financial mechanisms & lack of financial & economic incentives.

Table 3: Cross-cutting Capacity Constraints

	No.
	Capacity Constraint/Weakness
	UNCBD Impacts
	UNFCCC Impacts
	UNCCD Impacts

	1.0
	Poor governance:

· Lack of political will;

· Poor governance & accountability;

· Lack of transparency & accountability;

· Poor governance structure (between central, provincial govt & village level communities);

· Lack of priority to environmental management;

· The “architecture of govt” is fragmented & uncoordinated;

· National govt is highly sectoralised & Honiara focused;

· Lack of effective routine intergovernmental coordination mechanisms; 

· Too little money allocated to provincial govts;

· Local level govt is missing;

· Customary owners dispute & resist national govt’s regulatory role of natural resources; and

· Govt not able to harness the energy & coordinate the work of NGOs & church groups.


	Lack of priority to meet commitments, funds diverted away from appropriate govt functions & activities; and

Low priority for good governance of resources.
	Lack of priority to meet commitments, funds diverted away from appropriate govt functions & activities; and 

Low priority for good governance of resources.
	Lack of priority to meet commitments, funds diverted away from appropriate govt functions & activities; and

Low priority to good governance of resources.

	2.0
	Ineffective legislative & policy framework:

· Environment & Wildlife Acts not properly implemented;

· Forest Resource Utilisation and Timber Act out of date;

· Research Act, Quarantine Act & protocols need review & strengthening;

· No legal protection for BD, threatened species or habitats; 

· No legal protection for traditional knowledge or regulations governing access to & protection of genetic resources;

· No national policy or legal framework to drive govt consideration for CC;

· Town & Country Planning Act not applicable to custom owned land;

· Policies/strategies developed but not implemented;

· Environment Advisory Committee not functioning - limits public participation & stakeholder input;

· Attorney General’s Office lacks sufficient staff with experience & knowledge of international conventions;

· Lack of understanding of legal provisions by govt officers & how & when provisions are to be enforced; 

· Lack of coordination between AG’s office & govt depts - public servants not getting appropriate & effective legal advice;

· Penalties imposed under relevant Acts either not severe enough or punitive to discourage breaches of the law;

· Need provision under environmental laws to allow for victims of environmental damage to seek compensation from perpetrators; 

· Laws are interpreted by the courts on limited basis, often on grounds of public policy not to set precedents to allow collective law suits against developers in fear of discouraging foreign investments; and

· Confusion over natural resource sovereignty (customary ownership of natural resources vs govt regulation of NRM).
	No protection for BD;

No procedures for identifying & establishing protected areas; 

Ad hoc in-situ conservation;

Loss of TK;

Loss of commercial opportunities from use of genetic resources;

EIA procedures not implemented; 

No NBSAP;

NEMS not fully implemented; and

Lack of public participation in govt decision making & planning – Environment Advisory Committee not established.
	NIS completed but not implemented;

NAPA in progress;

Lack of adaptation & mitigation activities; and

Renewable Energy Policy & Strategy developed but not implemented.
	NAP not completed; 

No SD plans or policies;

Western laws not adapted to fit with customary land ownership – limits govt planning over custom owned land & resources; and

Lack of public participation in govt decision making & planning. 

	3.0
	Institutional, technical & capacity weaknesses:

· Key govt agencies (Environment, Forestry Division, Fisheries, Agriculture, MET, Planning, Attorney General’s, Foreign Affairs) under staffed & under resourced;

· Poor working conditions & low salaries in public service;

· Lack of human resource management & development systems;

· Lack of career opportunities linked to training & performance;

· Limited pool of qualified & skilled staff in conservation, research, environmental management & planning, GIS, data management, EIA, CC, biosafety, SD, integrated land use planning, policy); and

· Lack of support to provinces (need legal & environmental officers, assistance with fisheries management plans, enforcement of regulations, extension services, logistics & planning).


	EIA process not applied; 

Lack of staff to ensure enforcement of pollution control or monitoring impacts of industry & other developments;

Lack of monitoring on compliance of regulations (ie COLP);

Lack of in-situ & ex-situ conservation; Uncoordinated  research & monitoring; 

Limited govt driven awareness raising; Illegal trade in flora & fauna in provincial areas; and

Potential for invasive species & LMOs to enter SI.
	Local NGOs, govt agencies &  funding agencies not focusing on CC as an issue;

Limited innovation & technology development to mitigate & adapt to CC impacts; and

Application of renewable energy technology not developed extensively throughout SI.


	Programmes & strategies failing to achieve desired output;

Development activities allowed to continue at expense of the environment;

Land degradation escalating;

Resource owners marginalised - limited powers or support to confront developers; and

Ill equipped officers unable to carryout planned programmes.



	4.0
	Lack of public awareness &  information sharing for sound environmental management & decision making:

· Lack of resources, staffing, capacity to develop & deliver info & awareness programmes;

· High cost of awareness in rural areas;

· Compartmentalising of govt depts;

· Few formal processes for info exchange;

· Committees established but not convened – duplication of roles;

· Lack of media focus on environmental impact awareness; 

· Govt agencies lack internal monitoring of under-achieved activities; 

· Staff competency level insufficient – lack of training & knowledge of necessary tools & technologies; 

· Lack of coordination between govt & NGOs/ stakeholders to raise awareness on food security, land degradation & environmental issues ie BD & CC;

· Too much “sectoral egoism” &  duplication of activities;

· Info not going to provincial or community level (affects decision making power of resource owners & users & limits knowledge of sustainable alternative livelihoods); and 

· Need for improved coordinated extension services at  village level 


	Unsustainable harvesting & land use continues due to lack of knowledge & awareness of options/ alternatives;

Continued loss of BD;

Clearinghouse mechanism established but too expensive for govt to host ;

Limited input to govt policies & programmes by stakeholders; 

Communities unaware of environmental management, planning & natural resource management issues; and

Govt officers lacking in awareness & info on BD, SD, CC & their importance to food security & human development.


	Lack of preparation for CC issues affecting communities; 

Poverty &  loss of livelihood; 

Loss of low lying atolls & coastal areas imminent;

Lack of understanding of CC at policy development level to address as a priority & mainstream across national planning, finance & development process; 

No extensive information available on CC impacts; and

Mitigation & adaptation strategies not fully developed due to absence of relevant data.


	Limited knowledge of land use planning;

Lack of positive impact on rural livelihood;

Limited training, no public awareness or dissemination of info;

Lack of technology transfer & info sharing; 

Duplication of programmes & activities; 

No mechanisms to harmonise programmes & activities for food security, land degradation, & improved livelihoods;

Lack of technical support  to maintain & update info systems;

Need info & awareness on family planning; and 

Lack of information for resource owners on impacts of unsustainable logging & agricultural practices & conversion of forests/ fertile land to large scale mono-cropping & plantation crops.



	5.0
	Lack of scientific knowledge of and research into SI environmental issues:

· Limited pool of conservation specialists & researchers;

· No national research framework;

· No protection for TK;

· No single agency or organisation given responsibility for ex-situ conservation programme;

· No national policy or programme on protected area establishment, management & monitoring;

· Lack of national central info database on environment & CC; 

· Lack of staff within MET to focus on CC;  

· No research strategy by MET or ECD on sectors affected by CC;
· Lack of historical data to motivate further studies in CC;
· Limited financial &  human resources to undertake quantitative research;
· Non-monitoring of use & handling of chemicals & fertilisers &  impacts;

· Lack of land for DAL research activities;

· Dodo Creek agriculture research station &  Tenavatu Farm destroyed during tension; 

· Forest management research limited: and 

· Lack of data on land vulnerability
	Limited, ad hoc in-situ conservation driven by NGOs;

Lack of facilities for ex-situ conservation (Herbarium collection lost or fragmented & National Museum lacks expertise, curatorial facilities);

No systematic monitoring or data collection; 

Lack of scientific data or knowledge on BD, threatened species or habitats, cumulative impacts of subsistence harvesting (marine);

Lack of centralised data storage, analysis capability & info sharing between govt, NGOs & researchers; and

Limited sharing of scientific knowledge & information.


	Assessment of priority CC research not done;
Participation in regional & global research networks & observing systems not fully undertaken; 

Limited data or info of extent of CC impact except where it has become a disaster; 

Lack of baseline info to develop mitigation & adaptation strategies; 

Limited knowledge by communities, general public & policy makers of CC impacts; and

Response to CC issues reactionary not proactive to mitigate & adapt to CC.

	Unsustainable development causing land degradation;

Vulnerability to climatic conditions ie droughts & cyclones;

Continued economic dependence on larger countries for markets & investment limits alternative farming, fishing & forest activities;

Lack of systems to analyse & monitor ecological characteristics for early warning of droughts or cyclones;

Lack of info on extent of soil degradation & soil capacities to sustain crop species in a given land system; and

Lack of info on new crops less susceptible to pests & diseases & extreme weather conditions.



	6.0
	Lack of mainstreaming environmental considerations, BD conservation & SD across govt programmes & policies:

· Limited inclusion of integrated environmental consideration across agencies and activities in NERRDP 2003-2006;

· No overall SD policy or planning incorporated into govt process (opportunity to do so in the next national development plan); and

· ADB Country Environmental Assessment – Mainstreaming Environment report provided a series of recommendations but little or no implementation.
	BD conservation & sustainable use not mainstreamed across govt policies, programmes & activities; and

Loss of BD continues.
	CC considerations & adaptation not mainstreamed into govt programmes, policies & activities, leaves SI vulnerable to impacts of CC.
	SD principles not accounted for in social, economic & environmental policy; and

Unsustainable, agriculture, forestry, fishing & development continues.

	7.0
	Poor technology development & transfer (including loss of traditional knowledge)

· Concept of biotechnology new in SI hence limited understanding of benefits/impacts;

· Limited resources within ECD to deal with biotechnology; 

· Absence of legislation on ABS & access to genetic resources;

· No resources to control biopiracy;

· Limited documentation of TK & management systems;

· ABS & TK not given priority by govt; 

· Lack of info on existence of LMOs in SI;

· Weak provisions & implementation of quarantine & customs regulations & Research Act;

· Lack of implementation of govt renewable energy policy; 

· No systematic program/strategy to develop technologies for CC impacts; 

· Critical gaps in technology transfer & adoption of modern farming & forestry techniques;

· Shortage of staff in govt depts to work full time on projects;

· Expertise in CC related technology not available in responsible agency;

· Govt fiscal policy (taxes/incentives) not supportive of RET; and

· Technology Needs Assessment required for SI.


	Delays in completing a national biosafety framework;

Limited sharing of info &  technologies;

Limited understanding of benefit of commercialisation of genetic resources;

Loss of TK & ownership of genetic resources;

No baseline assessment of biotrade or potential for commercialising BD; and

Potentially lost opportunities for beneficial use of genetic resources.


	RET usage not well distributed in rural SI;

Country not focusing on biofuel & RET as future sustainable means of energy, left to the private sector;

TK potentially lost or ignored; and

Inability to innovate local technology or strategies. 


	Decline in traditional earnings;

Unsustainable agriculture & forestry impacting on land & food sources;

Insufficient info on available technology & methods of improving land fertility;

Lack of interest or limited knowledge in adopting new technology;

Limited options for engaging in alternative energy sources;

Lack of partnership & collaboration in technology & processes research; and

Little documentation of traditional ways of controlling pests & diseases & planting methods & systems.



	8.0
	Gaps in human capacity & development:

· Lack of resources & commitment to tertiary & technical/vocational education sector;

· Limited qualified teachers with knowledge of BD, CC, environmental & SD issues;

· Poor salary & benefits for teachers - lack of incentives & national human resources development strategy; 

· Insufficient scholarships & traineeships;

· Scholarships focus on economic & productive sectors; 

· Tertiary training too expensive, focus is on basic education;

· Limited training opportunities for public sector officers or opportunities for postgraduate students;

· Lack of community empowerment to make informed decisions on use of natural resources;

· Capacity building for community based NRM driven by NGOs;

· SICHE School of Natural Resources needs BD & CC components;

· USP centre under staffed & resourced - limited in degree courses – need a full university campus; 

· SICHE not fully resourced, lacks human & financial resources & infrastructure;

· Lack of standardised curriculum in RTCs;

· Lack of coordination between training & education providers; and

· Education sector not focused on training in technology & innovation. 
	Limited access to scientific & education programmes in SI;

Lack of overall awareness & knowledge on BD, environmental management & SD within govt, communities & natural resource owners; and

Lack of skilled/trained scientists & conservation practitioners within SI.


	Lack of trained experts & scientific assessment for  understanding of the nature of CC & impacts; 

Students not aware of need for further studies on CC;

Policy development capacity on CC absent; and

Lack of skilled & qualified experts in some SI institutions. 


	Shortage of skilled staff to carryout scientific research;

Lack of awareness  training;

Limited support to vulnerable people or those feeling the effects of land degradation;

Lack of initiative to find alternative means of supporting livelihoods;

Lack of preparedness for periods of extreme climatic conditions;

Loss of soil fertility & food gardens;

Contamination of water catchments, rivers & streams, increased sedimentation & loss of marine habitat;

Increased hunger & need for research on successful crop yields;

Suspension of courses at Forestry School;

Closure of National Agriculture Training Institute; and

Destruction of Dodo Creek research station, & Tenavatu Farm.



	9.0
	Limited access to financial mechanisms & lack of financial & economic  incentives:

· Funds not allocated in line with convention obligations & priorities;

· Resources & facilities for ex-situ & in-situ conservation lacking;

· Govt’s heavy reliance on logging & foreign fishing for export revenues compromises ability to develop alternatives;

· Disincentives – poor transport systems & infrastructure, lack of markets, poor communications infrastructure – makes alternative livelihoods unattractive compared to logging;

· Complexities of customary land & sea tenure;

· Govt offers no incentives for sustainable use of BD;

· Environmental considerations not  linked to national budget - insufficient allocation for implementing agencies;

· Lack of resource pricing in national accounting & economic policy (no accounting for resources degradation & budgeting for conservation); 

· Most conservation work funded on project by project basis – limits long term potential;

· Budget allocations to provincial govts not equitable & insufficient;  

· Ability to develop funding proposals for GEF impaired by lack of understanding of GEF process;

· Lack of national CC strategy affecting ability to attract funding from potential donors; 

· Limited access to banking & credit facilities for rural communities;

· Need improved p/ships with regional networks to maximise funding & technical support opportunities;

· Need improved collaboration between govt & NGOs to maximise funding opportunities; and

· Ethnic tension & performance in delivering outcomes of previous donor funds affecting SI access to future donor funds.
	In-situ conservation ad hoc, largely carried out by NGOs & not necessarily conducted according to a national agenda;

Little or no ex-situ conservation;

Little scope for incentives to encourage resource owners to conserve BD;

Limited options for villagers & rural people to identify & initiate sustainable alternative incomes; and

Continued loss of BD.


	Insufficient financial resources to address CC issues;

Lack of a national CC strategy affecting ability to attract funding from potential donor agencies; 

Mitigation & adaptation strategies not developed; 

CC impacts not well understood from community to policy development levels;

Increasing risk to coastal systems & low lying atolls; 

Lack of available data on potential CC& sea level rise impacts on livelihoods; and

Lack of preparedness.
	Insufficient funds to carry out obligations of UNCCD;

NAP not completed;

Solomon Islands missing out on funding opportunities through slowness in submitting reports & completing obligations;

Land degradation continuing; and

Potential for loss of food security.


8.3
Summary of Capacity Development Opportunities 

Sections 8.1 and 8.2 described the capacity constraints, causes and impacts and provided suggestions on synergies for taking cross-cutting measures.  The capacity development opportunities are summarised in Table 4 according to ten (10) priority capacity development needs cutting across the three Rio Conventions. 

Table 4: Capacity Development Opportunities 

	Priority requirement:   
	Potential Actions



	1.0 Policy, Planning & Programmes

UNCBD Art. 5,6,8,10,14,15,18,19

UNCCD Art. 

3,4,5,9,10

UNFCCC Art. 

4.1 (b), (e), (f)
	· Review & strengthen legislative framework to offer better environmental protection, management & planning;

· Identify & prioritise regulations for environmental management (ie Wildlife Act, Environment Act, Fisheries Act);

· Strengthen & build capacity in govt agencies & institutions – staff, resources, training, research capability, data & information management;

· Mainstream environmental considerations (BD, SD, CC, adaptation) across govt policies, programmes & plans (ref to ADB Mainstreaming Environmental Considerations report);

· Review NEMS taking into consideration cross-cutting issues;

· Develop integrated coastal zone management & land use plans;

· Build good governance through awareness & training for open & accountable govt;

· Strengthen SI legal capacity to support management of MEAs, ie build relationship between Foreign Affairs & Attorney General’s Office (and access regional network support ie SPREP); and

· Consider the need for a National Sustainable Development Strategy.



	2.0 Strengthen environmental governance at all levels 

UNCBD Art. 10

UNCCD Art. 3, 10

UNFCCC Art. 4.1(f)
	· Consider recommendations from Lane’s Coastal Governance in SI report (2005) and identify priority actions ie:

· Attention on policy for environmental management & sustainability in the work of national & provincial govts as well as major donor agencies;

· A review of the architecture of the national govt to reduce organisational fragmentation, increase administrative coordination & enhance policy coherence & efficacy;

· Review the vertical relations of governance; ie the relations between national govt & provincial govt to overcome the current policy & fiscal imbalance;

· Review institutional & administrative relations between govt (at all scales) & customary landowners; Reform to: 

(i) clarify respective rights & responsibilities;

(ii) improve ability of govt to intervene on matters of national environmental importance; and 

(iii) establish a mechanism to ensure customary landowners have access to advice prior to making important natural resource use decisions;

· National dialogue about the reform of governance to improve accountability, transparency, equity & accessibility; and

· The capacity of all actors in environmental governance, but particularly the capacity of govt, needs to be improved by additional training & resources.



	3.0 Promote & strengthen research, development & monitoring capacity to address priority issues & international obligations
UNCBD Art. 7,8,9,12,15,18

UNCCD Art. 4,10,12,16,17

UNFCCC Art. 

4.1(g), 5, 6


	· Develop a national platform for research & strengthen legislative framework to control/protect research, data, traditional knowledge & genetic resources;

· Build research capability; 

· Identify research priorities & develop mechanisms for carrying out priority research activities;

· Build capacity for data collection, management, interpretation & analysis, storage & dissemination;

· Develop a clearinghouse mechanism for SI research & information;

· Update State of the Environment Report & collect base line data & establish indicators (ie for BD status, land degradation & climate change impacts); and

· National agencies to provide support to provincial govts (ie legal advice, environmental management & planning, fisheries, forestry, policy development, integrated planning).



	4.0 Expand Training & Education opportunities to increase  environmental management capacity
UNCBD Art. 12,13

UNCCD Art. 10, 19

UNFCCC Art. 4.1(i), 6
	· P/ships with SPREP, NGOs, donors & education sector to enhance primary & high school curricula to include appropriate level environmental studies; 

· Encourage broader range of scholarships from aid donors, development partners, NGOs, universities & private sector for degree & postgraduate studies in environmental studies;

· Strengthen role of Rural Training Centres by including a broader range of environmental & NRM subjects as well as adaptation for future impacts of CC on land use options; and

· Strengthen skills & capacity of industry to improve environmental management & compliance with regulations (fishing, forestry, mining, agriculture).



	5.0 Public Awareness & Exchange of Information

UNCBD Art. 13,14,15,17,18,19

UNCCD Art. 4,5,10,12,16,19

UNFCCC Art. 4.1(i), 6


	· Targeted awareness programmes to empower resource owners; 

· Information & awareness on options for sustainable alternative livelihoods;

· Video documentaries, village level promotional activities eg drama, radio;

· Establish a central clearing house on data, information & resource materials;

· Improve telecommunications, transport infrastructure & services; and
· Promote why environmental conservation is important for its own sake (not just for financial incentives or benefit).


	6.0 Coordination & Collaboration 

UNCBD Art. 5,6, 10,17

UNCCD Art. 3,4,5,8,10,14

UNFCCC Art. 4.1(f)
	· Establish the Environment Advisory Committee as required under the Environment Act;

· Review SISDAC mandate, terms of reference & composition; reform into a coordinating group to achieve Rio Convention obligations & environmental management; increase cooperation & collaboration between govt agencies;   

· Govt agencies collaborate with NGOs & partners in delivery of awareness programmes to communities;

· Provincial level coordination of extension services to resource owners to improve decision making processes; and

· Govt/NGO collaboration to better coordinate activities & align programmes to complement SI environmental agenda & international obligations of Rio Conventions (align with national development plan).



	7.0 Technology Development & Transfer (including Traditional Knowledge)

UNCBD Art. 8,10,16,18

UNCCD Art. 4,10,12,18

UNFCCC Art. 

4.1(c), 4.5, 4.7
	· Develop legal framework to protect TK & regulate access benefit sharing of the use of genetic resources (participate in SPREP ABS project);

· Identify potential private sector partners to develop new environmentally friendly technologies & facilitate transfer;

· Strengthen quarantine & customs capacity to prevent & control invasive species – participate in SPREP Invasive Species Learning Network & Invasive Species Management Project;

· Build capacity for govt & communities to develop integrated land use plans based on contemporary & traditional technologies;

· Implement & support Renewable Energy Policy;

· Increase scholarships for students & graduates to encourage more studies in science & technologies areas; and

· Build resources & research capacity of national institutions to be innovative - ie Museum, DAL, MET, Ministry of Natural Resources.


	8.0 Adaptation to the affects of climate change

UNCBD Art. 5,6,10,17
UNCCD Art. 10

UNFCCC Art. 

4.1(b),(e)(f), 4.8, 4.9
	· Identify research priorities across sectors (ie agriculture, health) to strengthen resilience and preparedness; and

· Mainstream adaptation into sectoral policies & development planning.



	9.0 Access to Financial Mechanisms & external support
UNCBD Art 8,9,10,11,20,21

UNCCD Art. 3,4,5,6,12,13,14,20,21

UNFCCC Art. 

4.3, 4.4, 4.7
	· Improve process for accessing & managing funding from various sources (donors, govt, private foundations etc);

· Strengthen the role of GEF focal points;

· Increase budget allocations to depts & institutions involved in environmental management, planning, CC & SD; 

· Access regional networks for technical support (eg governance, data collection & management, adaptation, legislative reform, ABS; invasive species control, environmental education);

· Harmonise aid & development programmes; 

· Review tax regimes to remove disincentives to conservation & SD; and

· Implement resource pricing/environmental accounting in national accounts.


	10.0 Reporting & Participation
UNCBD Art. 26 

UNCCD Art. 10, 26

UNFCCC Art. 

4.1(j), 12
	· Improve internal briefing arrangements by national focal points pre and post COP;

· Make full use of briefing services available from regional & international organisations;

· Investigate potential for an International Conventions Coordinating Unit to improve coordination, information sharing, access to qualified govt & non govt people to support the reporting process, & to monitor compliance with obligations of Rio Conventions & other MEAs; and

· Build capacity of govt & non govt representatives participating in negotiations on International Conventions & in COP meetings to strengthen skills in negotiation, diplomacy, conflict resolution.




8.4
Guiding Principles for Prioritising Actions 

During the NCSA workshop to report back on the draft Thematic Assessments and Cross-cutting Reports (Honiara, November 2006), participants developed a series of guiding principles to use for the next stage of the NCSA process which is to develop an action plan to address the capacity development needs.

In determining priority actions, the guiding principles should identify whether the action:

· Is relevant to and impacts at national levels? 

· Enhances human and institutional capacity?

· Avoids duplication and negligence of other areas of need?

· Applies to socio-economic sectors?

· Strengthens and enhances existing environmental mechanisms? 

· Touches base with communities? 

· Builds ownership and commitment?

· Has incremental or multiple benefits to a wide range of issues/number of people?

· Does it address a priority obligation in terms of which international obligations are more important to SI?

· Build on existing strengths and uses existing mechanisms?

· Is it realistic and achievable?

· Is it an “on the ground” activity or part of a process to create an “enabling environment”?

· Is it to be undertaken by government, NGO, industry, community or a mix of partnerships?

· Over what timeframe can the action be achieved (ie short, medium or long term)?

· Is it low, high or medium priority?

· Does it have a strong livelihood connection?

· Does it change what is currently happening?

· What is the logical sequence of actions?

· What is the severity of the problem the action is designed to fix?

· What effect does it have on the short term peace and security of SI?

· What is the availability of resources to carry out the action?

· Has absorbative capacity of executing agency in terms of support?

· Is there a legal basis – does it comply with national policy?

· How systemic is the problem the action will fix?

· What amount of consensus is required to undertake the action?

9.0
Community Natural Resource Management
At the community level, management of cross-cutting environmental issues is a big challenge. The UNCBD Thematic Assessment discussed capacity constraints generally facing local communities in their effort to manage natural resources.  In summary, community level management of natural resources is critical to successful protection and sustainable use of biological diversity.  However, communities must be empowered with information for decision making on the use of their resources, be assisted to develop capacity to monitor and manage their resources using traditional knowledge and contemporary conservation measures, and be included in national decision making processes.  Communities and resource owners need support for identifying alternative sustainable livelihoods, and support services such as transport, markets, a tax and financial regime which offers incentives to sustainable resource use, and an equitable trade environment.   Communities rely on partnerships and collaborative efforts from national and provincial governments, NGOs, donor organisations, advocacy networks, academics and research institutions to develop the capacity and acquire information to manage their own natural resources in a sustainable way.  This includes combining traditional knowledge and management practices with contemporary natural resource management practices in a setting of community ownership and stewardship.

The community capacity constraints identified by NGOs and other stakeholders included:

· Lack of awareness and commitment by some communities – need information and environmental awareness that is easy to access and presented in a format and through an avenue that is understandable;

· Need simple ways of monitoring resources at the community level; 

· Need improved leadership and management (lack of respect for leaders in the community);

· Need support and/or skills to develop their own village or development plans;

· Need education on complex development challenges;

· Need recognition and utilisation of communities’ role in rebuilding the nation;

· Limited access to funding;

· Require skills ie basic accounting, bookkeeping, project cycle management and evaluation;

· Need alternative livelihoods (options, information, resources and support); 

· Need tools/skills/intuition/training to be creative and manage resources wisely;

· Require support and backup from provincial level ordinances and forest/fisheries officers;

· Lack of access to information on environmental regulations;

· Limited access to enforcement agencies to back up decisions by communities;

· Limited access to communications with NGOS and government in order to voice concerns;

· Lack of access to data on NRM;

· Communities need to change their attitudes to accept conservation for conservation sake and for sustaining their own livelihood – not for the benefit of incentives;

· Need improved community cohesion;

· Lack of access to EIA services for impacts of logging on terrestrial and marine areas;

· Be organised at community level to overcome land tenure issues which impact on NRM;

· Need to balance environment, economics and social issues and impacts;

· Marine tenure system – open access can lead to conflict between users/managers;

· Need assistance to develop community management plans, forest and marine management plans and support to progress plans through the provincial system;

· Poor knowledge of pesticides, their use and safe handling; and

· Training on reforestation, forest restoration & business skills for ecoforestry.

Potential pilot projects aimed at strengthening community based management of natural resources include establishing a network, similar to the Solomon Islands Locally Managed Marine Protected Area Network (SILMMA), for coastal or terrestrial protected areas. Another option is to support partnership projects being developed by organisations such as the University of Queensland, American Museum of Natural History, and University of California (Santa Barbara) which include strengthening the capacity of communities to better manage their marine resources. In terms of land resources, NGOs such as Kastom Gaden Association, Oxfam, SIDT and the Natural Resources & Rights Coalition are potential partners with Department of Agriculture and Livestock for future projects to prevent land degradation through integrated coastal zone and land use planning.

One issue which has been raised through the Thematic Assessments is the need for governments, at both the national and provincial level, to take a more proactive approach to natural resource management rather than relying on NGOs to lead the conservation agenda.  Therefore, it is important for divisions within the Ministry of Natural Resources to improve their own coordination and collaboration efforts so that effective partnerships with NGOs and other stakeholders can continue according to national agendas rather than being driven by external agendas. To support this effort, the Environment Advisory Committee, as required by the Environment Act, should be established to facilitate stakeholder input in national decision making and planning processes relating to environmental management. 

10.0
Linkages between Rio Conventions and National Development Strategies and Plans

10.1
Millennium Development Goals 

Solomon Islands is a party to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) initiated at the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000.  There are eight MDGs which aim to reduce poverty and improve peoples’ lives.  The key goals which specifically relate to the UNCBD, UNCCD and UNFCCC are Goal 1 – Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger and Goal 7 - To ensure environmental sustainability (See Table 5). 

The Solomon Islands’ pledge to the MDGs is to “Imagine Solomon Islands Hapi Isles where….

· There is no poverty and hunger.

· Children do not die from preventable causes.

· All mothers are healthy.

· Diseases like malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDs and non-communicable diseases are no more.

· All girls and boys finish primary and junior secondary school.

· All men and women have equal opportunities.

· The natural environment has recovered and is protected from exploitation and pollution and parents are proud to pass it on to their children.

· The global family of nations and institutions are united in peace and work in partnership to remove injustice and suffering from the ‘Hapi Isles’ and the world”.  

Table 5: Cross-cutting objectives with MDGs and Solomon Islands pledge to MDGs

	UNCBD Commitments
	UNCCD Commitments
	UNFCCC Commitments
	Relevant MDGs
	Relevant Solomon Islands Pledge to MDGs

	Develop plans for, &  to mainstream, the conservation of BD & sustainable use of the components of BD;

In-situ conservation, including protected areas establishment & management;

Ex-situ conservation of BD; Protection of TK;

Education & public awareness & Info exchange;

Provide scientific & technical education & training;

Research & monitoring  including identification of important elements of BD, assessment of  health & status of BD;

Access to & benefit sharing from commercial use of genetic resources;

Regulate or control risks associated with biotechnology;

Provide or facilitate access & transfer of technologies to promote conservation & sustainable use & benefit sharing;

Promote technical & scientific cooperation & establish a clearing house mechanism for scientific BD info; and

Promote environmentally sound SD adjacent to protected areas.
	Promotion of alternative livelihoods, including training in new skills;

Training for collection & analysis of data for disseminating & using early information systems on drought &  food production;

Effective early warning & advance planning for periods of adverse climatic variation;

Systems for research & development;

Technical & scientific cooperation;

Protection of TK;

Education & public awareness;

Transfer, acquisition, adaptation & dev of appr technology;

Integrated policy approaches;

Prepare national action programmes; and

Tie strategies with national policies & platforms for SD;


	CC considered in social, economic & environmental policies;
Cooperate in preparing for adaptation; 

Develop integrated plans for coastal zone management, water resources & agriculture & for protection of areas affected by drought & flood;

Formulate, implement & publish national & regional plans & strategies containing measures for adaptation & mitigation of CC factors;

Promote & cooperate in development, application & diffusion of technologies, practices & processes that control, reduce, prevent GHG emissions in all relevant sectors; Promote sustainable management & cooperation in conservation of sinks & reservoirs of all GHG ie biomass, forests, oceans & other terrestrial, coastal & marine ecosystems;

Cooperate in scientific, technical & socio-economic research & development of data relating to CC; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.
	Goal 1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Target 1.Halve, between 1990 &  2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than one dollar a day.

Target 2. Halve, between 1990 & 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger.

Goal 7 To ensure environmental sustainability.

Target 9. Integrate the principles of SD into country policies & programmes & reverse the loss of environmental resources.
	There is no poverty & hunger;

Children do not die from preventable causes; 

The natural environment has recovered & is protected from exploitation & pollution & parents are proud to pass it on to their children.




10.2
Linkages with the EU Stabex Programmes 

In August 2006, the Solomon Islands Government signed an agreement with the EU for Stabex funds of $42 million SBD for the Sustainable Forestry and Conservation Programme and $85 million SBD (with support from the World Bank and AusAID) for the Agriculture and Rural Development Programme.  

The Agriculture and Rural Development programme is still in the programming stage and is not expected to be launched until mid to end 2007. Therefore, no details are available to cross check with the Rio Conventions. However, the programme will be aimed at poverty reduction and rural growth. 

The Sustainable Forestry and Conservation Programme includes:

· Forest Management and Conservation – mobilising the National Forest Conservation Strategy, an Endowment Fund to support the conservation of a 12,000 ha area of unlogged lowland forest on Tetepare Island and a Forest Conservation Grant Scheme for community organisations and non state actors;

· Support to Customary Forest Landowners and community based organisations – landowner advocacy and legal support unit within the Public Solicitor’s Office;

· Investment in Marketability of Solomon Islands Plantation Logs (support for Forest Stewardship Council standards); and

· Support for National Capacity Needs – Support for Forestry Division and financial support to resurrect the National Forestry School.

Table 6: Cross-cutting Rio Commitments with Sustainable Forestry and Conservation Programme

	UNCBD Commitment
	UNCCD Commitments
	UNFCCC Commitments
	Sustainable Forestry & Conservation Programme

	National BD conservation planning, policy, legislative framework, EIA process;
	Integrated policy approaches;

Prepare national action programmes; and

Tie strategies with national policies & platforms for SD.


	Climate change considered in social, economic & environmental policies; and

Formulate, implement & publish national & regional plans & strategies containing measures for adaptation & mitigation of CC factors.
	Mobilising the National Forest Conservation Strategy.



	In-situ conservation, including protected area system management;
	Education & public awareness.


	Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.
	Endowment Fund to support the conservation of a 12,000 ha area of unlogged lowland forest on Tetepare Island.

	Accessing financial resources;
	Promotion of alternative livelihoods, including training in new skills.


	Promote sustainable management & cooperation in conservation of sinks & reservoirs of all GHG ie biomass, forests, oceans & other terrestrial, coastal & marine ecosystems.
	Forest Conservation Grant Scheme for community organisations & non state actors.

	Developing & introducing economical & social incentives;

Promote environmentally sound SD adjacent to protected areas; and
	Systems for research & development; and

Promotion of alternative livelihoods, including training in new skills.


	Promote sustainable management & cooperation in conservation of sinks & reservoirs of all GHG ie biomass, forests, oceans & other terrestrial, coastal & marine ecosystems.
	Investment in Marketability of Solomon Islands Plantation Logs (support for Forest Stewardship Council standards).

	Providing scientific & technical education & training.
	Transfer, acquisition, adaptation & development of appropriate technology; and

Technical & scientific cooperation.


	Cooperate in scientific, technical & socio-economic research & development of data relating to CC; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.
	Support for National Capacity Needs – Support for Forestry Division & financial support to resurrect the National Forestry School.


10.3
Linkages with National Environmental Management Strategy 

In 1993 the Solomon Islands Government published its National Environmental Strategy (NEMS).  Unfortunately, many of the strategies were never implemented.  Many will still be relevant today.  However, as stated in NEMS, the document should not be seen as a policy statement, rather it is a series of strategies for addressing environmental issues.  NEMS identified three key constraints (at the time) at the national and provincial level and these have also been highlighted through the NCSA process as constraints to delivering the Rio commitments and for addressing current environmental, economic and social issues. The constraints identified in NEMS were: 

· Human resources;

· Finance; and

· Physical infrastructure.

Many of the NEMs strategies address environmental issues which were raised in the NCSA Stocktake Reports and then considered during the Stocktake presentation workshop in Honiara in July 2006. The 29 strategies of NEMS were grouped into 10 priority environmental objectives aimed at sustainable development throughout Solomon Islands. The top 10 priority programmes were:

1. Environmental education and awareness;

2. Develop standard EIA guidelines and administrative procedures for national and provincial governments;

3. Strengthen resource information data base; 

4. Strengthen existing environmental institutions and administration; 

5. Introduce a comprehensive framework of environmental law with umbrella environmental national legislation reflecting the role of provincial authorities;

6. Expand customary land reforestation;

7. Improve customary landowner awareness of forestry processes and issues;

8. Provide assistance to landowners to enable them to extract and market timber from their own land using small-scale, controlled and sustainable harvesting methods;

9. Preserve traditional knowledge and management systems; and

10. Develop coastal environmental management plans. 

A number of NEMS strategies have synergies to many of the UNCBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD commitments (See table 7). Gaps include dealing with LMOs or biosafety and climate change, however there are activities dealing with waste management and industrial waste and pollution which have a bearing on climate change.  Also, there is a strategy dealing with alternative fuels which also impacts climate change mitigation. There were no activities specifically regulating access to and transfer of genetic resources, however, NEMs activities were identified to maximise sharing of benefits from commercial use of marine resources. In addition, there are no direct strategies dealing with ex-situ conservation of biodiversity. However, it was recognised that upgrading storage and curatorial facilities in Honiara for botanical and zoological specimens collected during survey work was important.  At the time of the NEMS preparation, the National Herbarium held 30,000 plant species.  However, this collection has since been largely dispersed or lost with some of the collection sent to Fiji.

Table 7: Cross-cutting Rio Commitments with NEMS Objectives

	NEMS Strategy – Objective


	UNCBD Commitment 
	UNCCD Commitments
	UNFCCC Commitments

	Objective 1) Integrating environmental considerations into economic development; 


	Develop plans for, &  to mainstream, the conservation of BD & sustainable use of the components of BD;

National BD conservation planning, policy, legislative framework, EIA;

Accessing financial resources;

Utilising EIA for BD conservation; and

Developing & introducing economic & social incentives.
	Integrated policy approaches;

Prepare national action programmes; and

Tie strategies with national policies & platforms for SD.


	CC considered in social, economic & environmental policies.


	Objective 2) Improving environmental awareness & education (including TK)
	Raising understanding & awareness;

Providing scientific & technical education & training;

Managing information, notably through clearinghouse mechanisms; and

Provide or facilitate access & transfer of technologies to promote conservation & sustainable use & benefit sharing.


	Education & public awareness;

Promotion of alternative livelihoods, including training in new skills;

Training for collection & analysis of data for disseminating & using early warning information systems on drought &  food production; and

Protection of TK.
	Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.

	Objective 3) Strengthening the resource database;
	In-situ conservation including protected areas system management;

Ex-situ conservation of BD; and

Research, monitoring, education, & awareness, including identification of important elements of BD, assessment of the health & status of BD.


	Training for collection & analysis of data for disseminating & using early warning info systems on drought &  food production; and

Systems for research & development.


	Cooperate in scientific, technical & socio-economic research & development of data relating to CC; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.

	Objective 4) Protecting areas of high ecological, wilderness & cultural values; 


	In-situ conservation including protected areas system management;

Regulating commercialisation & ensuring benefit sharing from genetic resources;

Developing & introducing economic & social incentives;

Research, monitoring, education, & awareness, including identification of important elements of BD, assessment of the health & status of BD; and

Promote environmentally sound SD adjacent to protected areas. 


	Promotion of alternative livelihoods, including training in new skills.
	Promote sustainable management & cooperation in conservation of sinks & reservoirs of all GHG ie biomass, forests, oceans & other terrestrial, coastal & marine ecosystems.



	Objective 5) Improving waste management & controlling pollution;


	
	Transfer, acquisition, adaptation & development of appropriate technology.


	Formulate, implement & publish national & regional plans & strategies containing measures for adaptation & mitigation of CC factors;

Promote & cooperate in development, application & diffusion of technologies, practices & processes that control, reduce, prevent GHG emissions in all relevant sectors ie energy, transport, industry, agriculture, forestry, waste management; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.

	Objective 6) Land resource management (excluding forestry);


	Promote environmentally sound SD adjacent to protected areas.
	Promotion of alternative livelihoods, including training in new skills;

Training for collection & analysis of data for disseminating & using early warning info systems on drought &  food production;

Systems for research & development;

Protection of TK;

Education & public awareness; and

Transfer, acquisition, adaptation & development of appropriate technology.
	Promote & cooperate in development, application & diffusion of technologies, practices & processes that control, reduce, prevent GHG emissions in all relevant sectors ie energy, transport, industry, agriculture, forestry, waste management;

Promote sustainable management & cooperation in conservation of sinks & reservoirs of all GHG ie biomass, forests, oceans & other terrestrial, coastal & marine ecosystems; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.

	Objective 7) Sustainable use of forest resources;


	Preserving indigenous & local knowledge, innovations & practices;

Raising understanding & awareness; and

Provide or facilitate access & transfer of technologies to promote conservation & sustainable use & benefit sharing.


	Protection of TK;

Education & public awareness;

Promotion of alternative livelihoods, including training in new skills; and

Transfer, acquisition, adaptation & development of appropriate technology.
	Promote & cooperate in development, application& diffusion of technologies, practices & processes that control, reduce, prevent GHG emissions in all relevant sectors ie forestry;

Promote sustainable management & cooperation in conservation of sinks & reservoirs of all GHG ie biomass & forests ecosystems; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.

	Objective 8) Sustainable use of marine resources;


	Access to & benefit sharing from commercial use of genetic resources; 

Developing & introducing economic & social incentives; and

Provide or facilitate access & transfer of technologies to promote conservation & sustainable use & benefit sharing.
	
	Promote sustainable management & cooperation in conservation of sinks & reservoirs of all GHG ie oceans & marine ecosystems; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.

	Objective 9) Coastal environment management; 

	In-situ conservation including protected areas system management;

Promote environmentally sound SD adjacent to protected areas; and

Developing & introducing economic & social incentives.
	Training for collection & analysis of data for disseminating & using early warning info systems on drought &  food production;

Effective early warning & advance planning periods of adverse climatic variation;

Integrated policy approaches;

Prepare national action programmes; and

Tie strategies with national policies & platforms for SD.
	Cooperate in preparing for adaptation; 

Develop integrated plans for coastal zone management, water resources & agriculture & for protection of areas affected by drought & flood;

Formulate, implement & publish national & regional plans & strategies containing measures for adaptation & mitigation of CC factors; and

Cooperate in education, training, public awareness & exchange of info related to CC & encourage widest participation in the process.

	Objective 10) Ensuring that exploitation of non-living resources is environmentally safe.


	Utilising EIA for BD conservation; and

Provide or facilitate access & transfer of technologies to promote conservation & sustainable use & benefit sharing.


	Transfer, acquisition, adaptation & development of appropriate technology.


	Promote & cooperate in development, application & diffusion of technologies, practices & processes that control, reduce, prevent GHG emissions in all relevant sectors ie energy, transport, industry, agriculture, forestry, waste management.


10.4
Linkages with National Economic Recovery, Reform and Development Plan 
The National Economic Recovery, Reform and Development Plan 2003-2006, Strategic and Action Framework (NERRDP) was the medium-term development planning document of the previous government. It set out strategies and actions that were necessary for economic recovery, social restoration, reform and development during the period of the plan.  It aimed to address issues affecting the economy and well being of Solomon Islanders following the ethnic tension period after 2003, and therefore concentrated on five key strategic areas:

· Normalising law and order and the security situation;

· Strengthening democracy, human rights and good governance;

· Restoring fiscal and financial stability and reforming the public sector;

· Revitalising the productive sector and rebuilding supporting infrastructure; and

· Restoring basic social services and fostering social development.

In virtually every industry sector, the need for reforming and building capacity of government agencies was a required action of the plan. In terms of sustainable use of resources and biodiversity protection, there were no specific policies which articulated the government’s position.  However, there were sector-specific strategies, actions and outcomes, a number of which related to commitments of the Rio Conventions (See Table 8).  

The next medium term national development strategy is now being prepared by the Office of the Prime Minister. It presents an opportunity for mainstreaming environmental and sustainable development considerations across government programmes and for harmonising donor and aid development programmes with Solomon Islands’ national environmental management agenda.

Table 8 identifies relevant NERRDP policy actions which cut across or have synergies with at least one Rio Convention.

Table 8: Cross-cutting Rio Commitments and NERRDP Policy Actions

	NERRDP Policy Actions (2003-2006)


	UNCBD Commitment 
	UNCCD Commitments
	UNFCCC Commitments

	Environment Actions Chapter 6 A4:
	
	
	

	· Completing national process for gazettal & enforcement of Environment Act 1998 & Wildlife Protection & Management Act 1998, preparing regulations & enforcing the Acts;
	√
	√
	√

	· Developing & implementing a National Biodiversity Strategy & Action Plan, National Framework for Biological Safety, & national programme for NCSA for UNFCCC, UNCBD & UNCCD;
	√
	√
	√

	· Developing & implementing National Implementation for Stockholm Convention of Persistent Organic Pollutants & national action plan for mitigating land degradation & drought;
	
	√
	

	· Review the National Environmental Management Strategy (NEMS);
	√
	√
	√

	· Draft legislation for access benefit sharing of genetic resources;
	√
	√
	

	· Completing National Pollution Prevention Plan; 
	√
	√
	√

	· Select pilot site for International Waters Programme focus on coastal fisheries; and
	√
	
	√

	· Reform & building capacity of Environment & Conservation Division.
	√
	√
	√

	Forestry Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Enforcing Code of Logging Practice;
	√
	√
	√

	· Drafting, enacting & implementing new Forests Legislation & new Forest Policy;
	√
	√
	√

	· Placing a moratorium on issuing of new logging licences;
	√
	√
	√

	· Continue to monitor, audit & inspect logging operations & shipments & improving coordination & information sharing with Customs & CBSI;
	√
	√
	√

	· Supporting family based reforestation initiatives;
	√
	√
	√

	· Encouraging community portable and small-scale saw milling & ecotimber production; and
	
	√
	√

	· Reforming and building capacity of Forestry Division.
	√
	√
	√

	Fisheries Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Review existing & formulate new legislation & management plans;
	√
	
	√

	· Improve the monitoring of fish catches, their exports and value and to share such information with Customs, CBSI and related agencies;
	√
	
	√

	· Promote aquaculture development of aquatic organisms such as seaweed, pearl culture, prawns etc;
	√
	
	

	· Promote tuna fisheries development through foreign & local investment;
	√
	
	

	· Facilitate the rational management & conservation of coastal fisheries & aquatic living resources through their sustainable utilisation; and
	√
	
	√

	· Reform & build capacity of Dept of Fisheries & Marine Resources.
	√
	
	√

	Tourism Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Facilitating to accord World Heritage status for Marovo Lagoon & East Rennell Lake & fostering ecotourism;
	√
	√
	√

	· Facilitate development of ecotourism projects;
	
	√
	

	· Formulate comprehensive training programme; and
	
	√
	√

	· Establish tourist sites at different locations.
	
	√
	

	Agriculture & Livestock Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Support smallholder & small to medium scale production of copra & coconut oil, cocoa & other agricultural crops such as rice, honey & small livestock production;
	
	√
	

	· Strengthen agricultural extension services for women & access training to enhance knowledge & skills in crop production; and
	
	√
	√

	· Reform & rebuild capacity in Department of Agriculture & Livestock.
	√
	√
	√

	Land Policy Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Review & amend the Lands & Title Act;
	√
	√
	√

	· Preparing & activating pilot project for registration of tribal lands & in liaison with Justice Department for the application of the land tribunal’s provisions;
	
	√
	√

	· Review associated Acts, Valuer’s Bill, Survey Act, Town & Country Act etc; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Reform & build capacity of Department of Lands & Survey.
	√
	√
	√

	Energy Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Increase rural electrification with hydro-power;
	
	√
	√

	· Increasing rural electrification with solar power home systems – survey 10 villages recommended in Master Power Development Plan & establish solar home systems in the villages; and
	
	√
	√

	· Reforming & building capacity of Energy Division.
	
	√
	√

	Water Resources & Water Supplies Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Drafting new water resources legislation to supplement the existing River Waters Act 1969 & enact in Parliament;
	√
	√
	√

	· Continuing visits & monitoring of hydrological sites & expand hydrological monitoring network to include rivers in the Master Power Development Plan;
	√
	√
	√

	· Improving urban water supply & sewerage disposal & the capacity of SIWA to deliver {see A.2 IV (2)};
	
	√
	√

	· Increasing rural water supplies & sanitation; and
	
	√
	√

	· Reforming & building capacity of Water Resources Division.
	√
	√
	√

	Communication, Aviation & Meteorology
	
	
	

	· Develop ICT strategy for all sectors including health, education, agriculture, women, youth & children, land, commerce, trade, marketing & banking services;
	√
	√
	√

	· Support rural access to ICT & expand PFNet; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Reforming & building capacity of Dept of Communication, Aviation & Meteorology.
	√
	√
	√

	KSA 5: Restoring Basic Social Services & Fostering Social Development -  Education
	
	
	

	· Achieve universal access to basic education from Std 1 to Form 3;
	√
	√
	√

	· Teachers receive training in curriculum materials, & make available textbooks & learning materials; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Establish education management information system.
	√
	√
	√

	Women & Gender Equity Actions Chapter 6 A4
	
	
	

	· Promote understanding on Pacific Platform of Action for Sustainable Development; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Implement rural women skills development through training.
	√
	√
	√


10.5
Linkages with Grand Coalition for Change Government Policy 

In May 2006, a new national government was elected in Solomon Islands.  The Grand Coalition for Change Government (GCCG) developed a “roadmap policy” which “is determined to bring about fundamental changes in the form of leadership and in critical policy areas”.  The policy aims to steer the government “to a people-centred, growth-focused, more effective governance and transformational leadership”, (GCCG 2006). Table 9 identifies relevant GCCG policies which support or have synergies with at least one Rio Convention. 

Table 9: Cross-cutting Rio Commitments with Grand Coalition for Change Policy

	Grand Coalition for Change Government Policy 2006


	UNCBD Commitments 
	UNCCD Commitments
	UNFCCC Commitments

	Constitutional Reform
	
	
	

	· Thoroughly review & revise the Draft Federal Constitution so as to properly accommodate the autonomy aspirations of the people, with specific focus on the rights & ownership of resources & fair distribution of revenues between the Central & Provincial govts. 
	√
	√
	√

	Finance & Treasury:
	
	
	

	· Adopt a less complicated budgetary format that provides a standardised & transparent financial reporting mechanism to all levels of govt; 
	√
	√
	√

	· Introduce specially designed credit facilities to encourage wider & optimum participation of Solomon Islanders in development;
	√
	√
	√

	· Continue with existing tax reform policies relating to all equipment that enhance rural economic activities; 
	√
	√
	√

	· Review the 2006 Appropriation Act 2005 to accommodate the Government’s new policy aims & objectives; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Create an environment conducive to both domestic & foreign investment to stimulate & broaden the country’s economic base. 
	√
	√
	√

	Foreign Affairs: 
	
	
	

	· Pursue the enactment of an International Treaties & Conventions Bill;
	√
	√
	√


	· Ensure that Solomon Islands’ interests are protected or safeguarded & that the country benefits from both international & regional trade & economic arrangements, including benefits from MSG & other regional & world Trade Agreements; and
	√
	√
	

	· Build both professional & technical national capacity to enable Solomon Islanders to participate & engage actively in trade, economic & other negotiations.
	√
	√
	√

	Fisheries
	
	
	

	· Encourage mariculture (eg fish, mud crab, pearl, seaweed) & other types of farming, while at the same time encourage the conservation of marine resources to ensure sustainable harvesting;
	√
	
	

	· Review, strengthen & coordinate all marine institutions (eg ICLARM ) with a view to providing government with research information that can be disseminated to farmers; and
	√
	
	√

	· Ensure that proper policies are put in place to oversee the commercial activities taking place within this sector, such that vigilant surveillance (in conjunction with FFA) of our EEZ & optimum returns from Solomon Islands marine resources are realised.
	√
	
	

	Agriculture:
	
	
	

	· Draw up a comprehensive Agricultural White Paper in which a short, medium & long term agricultural strategy for SI is laid out. Focus on activities that people can do in small scale commercial ventures;
	
	√
	

	· Drastically improve the domestic & export marketing infrastructure (outlets, storage, accessibility, facilities, management) for agricultural products produced by rural farmers;
	
	√
	

	· Ensure that food security for Solomon Islanders is improved & maintained to keep pace with a growing population;
	
	√
	√

	· Encourage organic farming & discourage genetically modified food farming technology;
	√
	√
	√

	· Formulate a more sustainable & pragmatic policy for strengthening agricultural extension services, keeping in mind the need for gender balance in extension services & in the agricultural sector as a whole;
	√
	√
	√

	· Re-establish the Agricultural Information Unit to disseminate available information, knowledge & skills to farmers;
	√
	√
	√

	· Upgrade quarantine services & facilities to comply with international requirements;
	√
	√
	

	· Encourage & support further research into protection & use of existing cash crops. Introduce new agricultural methods, appropriate technologies & crop species suited to SI’s highland/lowland terrain & climatic conditions.  Strive to increase local agricultural output for both consumption &  import substitution/export;  
	
	√
	√

	· Re-strengthen Research & Development in the sector by making certain that R&D institutions are revitalised & accorded priority action;
	√
	√
	√

	· Retrieve existing research data & information on the sector to improve agricultural policies;
	√
	√
	√

	· Pursue the development of small scale agro-based farming, including downstream processing of agricultural products; and
	
	√
	

	· Establish demonstration farms to enhance farm-based extension services in partnership with landowners & other existing institutions, such as Rural Training Centres.
	
	√
	√

	Development Planning, Aid Coordination & Management
	
	
	

	· Establish a machinery or unit that will ensure proper coordination between Provincial & Central Governments in the formulation & implementation of Provincial plans;
	√
	√
	√

	· Establish a Technical & Non-state Actors Aid Coordination Unit, the functions of which would be to orientate, guide & rationalise Government/NGO donor-recipient relationships, as well as Technical Assistants’ & NGO programmes in the country;
	√
	√
	√

	· Review the current planning strategies & approaches so as to properly address sectoral development & rurally based industries;  
	√
	√
	√

	· Target financial resources towards the creation & promotion of subsistence sector commercial infrastructures & projects; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Improve transparency in the management of bilateral & multilateral donor activities, as well as in development loans. 
	√
	√
	√

	Land Ownership & Land Use
	
	
	

	· Encourage & facilitate both village & town planning by using the Town & Country Planning Act; and
	√
	√
	

	· Amend/repeal existing land laws so as to make customary land a bankable or transferable commodity or introduce new legislation for the purpose.
	
	√
	

	Forestry
	
	
	

	· Review the current draft Forestry Bill with a view to requiring all logging companies to begin processing locally 20% of all logs harvested. Govt will also assist Solomon Islanders/resource owners to process & export their timber & timber products;
	
	√
	

	· Strive to adopt a holistic management approach to the country’s forests by properly controlling the activities of the logging industry;
	√
	√
	√

	· Assist forestry research institutions so that they could identify & regulate use of appropriate endemic species in reforestation projects; 
	√
	√
	√

	· Establish a scheme in which proper marketing of resource owners’ timbers, round logs & other lumber-based products is done with govt assistance.  Examine the advantages & disadvantages of establishing a central point for log purchasing in the country;
	
	√
	

	· Support existing & planned reforestation programmes, & make it mandatory for logging companies to carry out reforestation in the logged-out areas; 
	√
	√
	√

	· Avail more forestry services to rural communities to assist them in advising & managing the commercial use of the resource, as well as to transfer skills and technologies to them;
	√
	√
	√

	· Strive to achieve a better balance in the pecuniary & social benefits received by govt, operators & resource owners;
	√
	√
	

	· Reduce the annual log harvest-quota by introducing a moratorium on the issuance of new logging licences; abd
	√
	√
	√

	· Reinstate the Forestry Levy scheme & redesignate it Forestry & Development Levy to effectively address reforestation & other productive programmes in the logged out areas.  Consider granting the levy in kind to resource owners.  
	
	√
	√

	Natural Resources
	
	
	

	· Introduce new Forestry legislation by working on the new draft legislation. Solicit the views of all stakeholders before changing the existing Act;
	√
	√
	√

	· Explore ways with investors & resource owners for the latter to gain better financial rewards from large extractive industries; and
	√
	√
	

	· Put in place a Sea Tenure legislation aimed at effectively managing in-shore marine resources so that owners of coastal resources can benefit substantially.
	√
	
	

	Environment & Conservation
	
	
	

	· Introduce legislation to protect & manage flora, fauna & ecosystems relating to the export & import of plants & animals species;
	√
	√
	

	· Implement the National Environmental Management Strategy for SI, which embraces a holistic approach to conservation; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Devise appropriate control mechanisms for reducing & monitoring of the adverse effects of pollution on the environment.
	√
	√
	√

	Energy
	
	
	


	· Provide affordable electricity in all provinces using renewable energy sources, (hydro, solar, wind) & make sure adequate govt assistance is made available for the purpose; and
	
	√
	√

	· Pursue the implementation of the Master Plan for Renewable Energy Development.
	
	√
	√

	Regional and Rural Development
	
	
	

	· Revive all forms of extension services in agriculture, business & fisheries & extend the same to new entities & sectors;
	√
	√
	√

	· Grant every province opportunity to improve its managerial capacity for the purposes of enabling it to participate more actively in economic development;
	√
	√
	√

	· Deploy national human resources to various provinces for the purposes of promoting rural development;
	√
	√
	√

	· Introduce appropriate subsidies for basic tools & equipment, as well as finance to assist rural family units & individuals in the development of copra, cocoa & other products; and
	
	√
	

	· Create a new entity that will be responsible for monitoring, assessing & reporting on the impacts of all development projects in rural areas.
	√
	√
	√

	Mineral Resources & Mining
	
	
	

	· Review the Minerals & Mining Act to ensure that prospecting & exploration companies are transparent, accountable & responsible; &
	√
	√
	√

	· Encourage mining developments that meet proper criteria in protecting sustainability, stakeholder interests & national interest.
	√
	√
	√

	Investment & Trade
	
	
	

	· Drastically overhaul the current trade & investment regime in the country, as well as thoroughly review the tax system so that innovative & realistic incentives can be provided to genuine investors.
	
	√
	√

	Tourism
	
	
	

	· Encourage, promote & provide funding for tourist facilities in village settings so that rural people can participate & generate their own income.
	
	√
	

	Commerce and Industries
	
	
	

	· Subsidise commercial firms that undertake R&D in Solomon Islands’ commodities &/or natural resources for the purposes of meeting market demands. Provide criteria & qualifications for granting such subsidies;
	
	√
	

	· Establish an Industrial & Modernisation Fund to help Solomon Islanders enter key business areas such as manufacturing, info technology, food processing, tourism, agriculture, aquaculture, as well as certain science and technology-based industries;
	
	√
	√

	· Establish by law a National Training Council to consist of appropriate govt & private sector representatives with the aim of strengthening industry-specific training; this will be done in conjunction with other relevant training bodies; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Support & encourage Solomon Islanders’ participation in small, medium, & large-scale industries, particularly in value-added cottage industries, agro-forest projects, handcraft–making (carving & weaving), rural fisheries & food processing.
	√
	√
	

	Infrastructure & Development
	
	
	

	· Undertake a major review of where, why & for what purposes infrastructures have been built in given areas.  What criteria were used & how have the infrastructures facilitated economic development.
	
	√
	√


	Communication, Aviation & Meteorology
	
	
	

	· Provide affordable, accessible, reliable & cost-effective telecommunications network in the entire country; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Rehabilitate, upgrade & expand meteorology services in the country.
	√
	√
	√

	Education & Training
	
	
	

	· Ensure that the primary & secondary curricula include the study of health, environmental awareness, indigenous cultures & customs (including music, creative arts, carving, fine arts & traditional architecture), catering & sports;
	√
	√
	√

	· Harness both local & overseas teacher training institutions to meet the increasing demand for trained teachers;
	√
	√
	√

	· Strengthen & promote Rural Training Centres (RTCs) to higher levels of relevant vocational education & training in the rural areas;
	√
	√
	√

	· Pursue the TVET (Technical, Vocational, Education & Training) programme on vocational schools & institutions to elevate technical education in the country;
	√
	√
	√

	· Pursue the establishment of fourth USP campus in Solomon Islands; 
	√
	√
	√

	· Complete the SICHE restructuring exercise with a view to upgrading the institution to a National University College; and
	√
	√
	√

	· In conjunction with development partners & the private sector, provide funding for in-country industry-related scholarships.
	√
	√
	√

	Women
	
	
	

	· Re-activate & prioritise all policies, draft legislation or strategic intent relating to women & gender issues;
	
	√
	√

	· Assist to minimise the barriers that impede women from participating in decision making at all levels & facilitate research activities relating to women’s issues; and
	
	√
	√

	· Provide, through the newly established women’s department, training, advice, skills & knowledge, as well as gender-specific financial assistance that will enable women to participate actively in development.
	√
	√
	√

	Public Service
	
	
	

	· Establish a proper institution to cater for the continuous training of public officers from all levels of govt.  It will upgrade & properly resource the Institute of Public Administration & Management;
	√
	√
	√

	· Retire inefficient & non-productive public officers early & replace with professionally trained or qualified Solomon Islanders; and
	√
	√
	√

	· Ensure all new recruits into the public service pass entry requirements for subjects ie General Orders, Financial Instructions, Administrative Procedures, Elementary Law, verbal & written Communication, Financial Management, Basic Accounting, Org Leadership, Official Etiquette, Report Writing.
	√
	√
	√


11.0
Linkages with other Multilateral Environmental Agreements and Regional Plans

11.1
Joint Cooperation between Biodiversity Related Conventions

There are five (5) key international conventions protecting biological diversity – UNCBD, UNFCCC, UNCCD, World Heritage Convention, and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). Solomon Islands is a party to all but the CMS. Each convention has its own specific objectives and commitments, however the UN system has recognised that there are linkages between them which provide a basis for cooperation to address common issues and reduce duplication of effort.  The Biodiversity Liaison Group, comprising the executive heads of the five biodiversity-related conventions, was established in 2002 and identifies cooperative activities between the various convention secretariats. Options for cooperation between the conventions include: 

· Enhancing contributions to achieving and monitoring progress towards the targets set out in the UNCBD Strategic plan;

· Participating in the development of a Global Partnership for Biodiversity; 

· Harmonising national reporting processes to increase information quality and reduce the reporting burden on Parties;

· Strengthening national implementation ie increased coordination among national focal points of the various conventions;

· Developing common approaches to addressing the major threats to biodiversity (ie climate change, land use change, invasive species, overexploitation and pollution);

· Working to integrate biodiversity concerns into the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and the development process more generally, emphasising the links between environmental sustainability and development;

· Coordinating requests to scientific assessments, and sharing scientific expertise and tasks among the conventions; and

· Sharing criteria, guidelines and definitions to promote coherence.

(Source: Joint Web Site of the Biodiversity Related Conventions UNCBD Secretariat).

The following sections provide a brief look at other multilateral environmental agreements which have synergies with the three Rio Conventions.

11.2
Agenda 21 (Source: Agenda 21 Text)
Agenda 21 was adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) Summit meeting in June 1992. It is a global partnership for sustainable development that sets out actions to contribute to global sustainability. Agenda 21 identifies three important elements in progressing towards sustainable development:

· Relevant national strategies, plans, policies and processes;

· The integration of environment and development issues in decision making; and 

· Active community and local government level involvement. 

Key aspects of Agenda 21 include:

· Integration of social, environmental and economic issues;

· Participation of a range of stakeholders from the community, non government

· and government sectors; 

· Integrating environment & development at the policy, planning & management levels;

· Providing an effective legal and regulatory framework;

· Making effective use of economic instruments and market and other incentives;

· Establishing systems for integrated environmental and economic accounting;

· International cooperation should support and supplement national efforts. In this context, the UN system has a key role to play. Other international, regional and subregional organisations are also called upon to contribute to this effort;

· The formation of partnerships for developing, implementing and assessing progress;

· Importance of target setting, monitoring and reporting; and 

· Linking local issues to global issues and vice versa.

Agenda 21 emphasises the importance of poverty alleviation through sustainable livelihoods and highlights the need for “economic policy reforms that promote the efficient planning and utilisation of resources for sustainable development through sound economic and social policies, foster entrepreneurship and the incorporation of social and environmental costs in resource pricing, and remove sources of distortion in the area of trade and investment”.   Fulfilling the obligations of the three Rio Conventions - Biodiversity, Climate Change and Combating Desertification will fulfil many of the relevant actions outlined under Agenda 21.  The following is a brief overview of selected chapters which have specific relevance to the three Rio Conventions.
Conservation of Biological Diversity (Chapter 15) The objectives and activities in chapter 15 are intended to improve the conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable use of biological resources, as well as support the UNCBD by developing national strategies, integration of strategies for biodiversity conservation and sustainable use into national plans and strategies, benefit sharing from research and use of genetic resources, reporting on national biodiversity assessments; foster traditional knowledge and systems, biotechnology, scientific cooperation.  Agenda 21 also has a strong focus on capacity building and human resource development. 

Environmentally Sound Management of Biotechnology (Chapter 16)  The focus of this chapter includes: increasing the availability of food, feed and renewable raw materials; improving human health; enhancing protection of the environment; enhancing safety and developing international mechanisms for cooperation; and establishing enabling mechanisms for the development and environmentally sound application of biotechnology. This supports a key objective of the UNCBD - to regulate access to genetic resources and maximise benefit to the resource owners.  

Management of Land Resources and Combating Deforestation (Chapters 10 & 11) 
The Integrated Approach to the Planning and Management of Land Resources (Chapter 10) and Combating Deforestation (Chapter 11) support the UNCCD specifically but would also support objectives of the UNFCCC and UNCBD.  The objectives of Chapter 10 are to facilitate allocation of land to uses that provide the greatest sustainable benefits and to promote the transition to a sustainable and integrated management of land resources. In doing so, environmental, social and economic issues should be taken into consideration. Protected areas, private property rights, the rights of indigenous people and their communities and other local communities and the economic role of women in agriculture and rural development, among other issues, should be taken into account. Chapter 11 is focused on sustaining the multiple roles and functions of forests, forest lands and woodlands and its objectives are to strengthen forest-related national institutions for improved management, conservation and sustainable development of forests and to improve human technical and professional skills and expertise in policy formulation, research, management, conservation and sustainable development.

Promoting Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (Chapter 14 ) 

Programme areas include agricultural policy review, planning and integrated programming with regard to food security and sustainable development; ensuring participation; improving farm production and systems; land resource planning information and education; land conservation and rehabilitation; water resources; integrated pest management and control; rural energy transition; and sustainable use of genetic resources. These objectives support the UNCCD specifically but would also support objectives of the UNFCCC and UNCBD.

Protection of the Atmosphere (Chapter 9)  Supports the UNFCCC objectives and deals with many issues also addressed in the 1985 Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, the 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer as amended, and other international and regional, instruments including UNCBD and UNCCD. Activities are to be coordinated with social and economic development in an integrated way and with respect for the priority needs of developing countries for sustained economic growth and the eradication of poverty. They include:

· Addressing uncertainties: improving the scientific basis for decision making;

· Promoting sustainable development (energy development, efficiency and consumption; transportation; industrial development); 

· Terrestrial and marine resource development and land use; 

· Preventing stratospheric ozone depletion and transboundary atmospheric pollution.

Protection of the Oceans (Chapter 17) Protection of the Oceans, all Kinds of Seas, Including Enclosed and Semi-Enclosed Seas, and Coastal Areas and the Protection, Rational Use and Development of their Living Resources (Chapter 17) of Agenda 21 deals with marine issues, particularly those affecting small islands and coastal zones.  It refers to the provisions of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea which requires new integrated, precautionary approaches to marine and coastal area management and development at the national, subregional, regional and global levels.  The following programme areas aim to foster this approach and cross over between conservation of biodiversity and climate change:

· Integrated management and sustainable development of coastal areas, including exclusive economic zones;

· Marine environmental protection; 

· Sustainable use and conservation of marine living resources of the high seas and national jurisdiction;

· Addressing critical uncertainties for the management of the marine environment and climate change;

· Strengthening international, including regional, cooperation and coordination; and

· Sustainable development of small islands.

11.3
UNESCO World Heritage Convention (Source WHC Website)
The primary mission of the World Heritage Convention (WHC) is to identify and conserve the world's cultural and natural heritage by identifying sites whose outstanding values should be preserved and to ensure their protection through closer cooperation among nations.  It links the concepts of nature conservation and preservation of cultural properties and recognises the way in which people interact with nature, and the need to preserve the balance between the two. 

WHC sets out the duties of parties in identifying potential sites and their roles in protecting and preserving them. The Parties are encouraged to integrate the protection of cultural and natural heritage into regional planning programmes, set up staff and services at the sites, undertake scientific and technical conservation research and adopt measures which give this heritage a function in the day-to-day life of the community. Parties are also required to report regularly to the WHC Committee on the state of conservation of their World Heritage properties; to strengthen the appreciation of the public for World Heritage properties; and to enhance their protection through educational and information programmes and a management plan. These commitments have commonality with the UNCBD in terms of protected areas establishment. 
Solomon Islands became a party to the Convention in 1992 and the only World Heritage listed site is East Rennell (1998). This listing is in danger of being revoked due to the lack of management planning of the site.

11.4 Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals

(Source: CMS Website)

The Convention on Migratory Species (Bonn Convention) aims to conserve terrestrial, marine and avian migratory species throughout their range. Parties to the CMS work together to conserve migratory species and their habitats by providing strict protection for the most endangered migratory species, by concluding regional multilateral agreements for the conservation and management of specific species or categories of species, and by undertaking cooperative research and conservation.   Its objectives support conservation of biodiversity goals but Solomon Islands is not a party to CMS.

11.5
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 



(Source: Ramsar Website)

The Ramsar Convention “provides the framework for national action and international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources”. It covers all aspects of wetland conservation and wise use, recognising “wetlands as ecosystems that are extremely important for biodiversity conservation in general and for the well-being of human communities”.  The key wetland areas affecting island states such as Solomon Islands are mangroves and coral reefs.

Obligations on participating Parties include designation of wetlands of international importance; research and monitoring ecological status of listed wetlands; exchange of information; promotion of conservation and wise use of wetlands and waterfowl; creating protected areas (nature reserves); and training and capacity building. The convention requires all people responsible for wetlands management to be informed on outcomes of Conferences and requires support for present and future policies and regulations concerning the conservation of wetlands and their flora and fauna.  Solomon Islands is not a party to the Ramsar Convention.  The commitments for Ramsar would have synergies with those of UNCBD and UNFCCC. It would also have synergies with the environmental issues facing Solomon Islands, given the importance of mangroves and reefs for food, building materials, nurseries and breeding areas for fish and animals, and protection against storms, high tides and other potential impacts of climate change.

11.6
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Source: CITES Website)

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) was formed in 1973 and amended at Bonn, in 1979. It regulates and controls trade in endangered species and sets out in three appendices the categories of species according to level of threat.  It aims to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. CITES complements the aims of the UNCBD.  The convention requires that the Parties not allow trade in specimens of species included in Appendices I, II and III except in accordance with the provisions of the Convention. 

Solomon Islands is not a party to CITES but is affected by its provisions as a member of the international community and has enacted the Wildlife Protection and Management Act 1998 in preparation for signing.  CITES would have synergies with UNCBD for protecting threatened wildlife.

11.7
Montreal Protocol (Source: Ozone/Montreal Protocol Website)

The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (Under the Vienna Convention) controls the production and consumption of substances that can cause ozone depletion.  It became effective in 1989 and provides schedules for phasing out controlled substances including CFCs, halons, carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform, HCFCs, HBFCs, and methyl bromide. The protocol contains provisions for regular review of the adequacy of control measures that are based on assessments of evolving scientific, environmental, technical, and economic information; and reporting of data.   It also has provisions for research and development, public awareness and exchange of information and transfer of technology. This protocol is complementary to the objectives of UNFCCC however, UNFCCC has controls on other greenhouse gases not covered under the Montreal Protocol.

11.8
Cartagena Protocol (Source: UNCBD/Biodiversity Website)

The Cartagena Protocol is part of the UNCBD (Art 19) and achieving its stated objectives will have important implications for the UNCCD in terms of protection of local food crops and livestock.  The Protocol objective “is to contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health, and specifically focusing on transboundary movements”. (Art 1)

In summary Parties are required to: 

· Carry out risk assessments & establish & maintain risk management mechanisms, measures & strategies to regulate, manage, control risks identified in the assessment; 

· Share information through the Biosafety Clearinghouse to facilitate the exchange of scientific, technical, environmental & legal information; 

· Cooperate in development and/or strengthening of human resources & institutional capacities in biosafety, including biotechnology; transfer of technology & know-how; 

· Cooperate in capacity building including scientific and technical training in the proper and safe management of biotechnology; in the use of risk assessment and risk management; and the enhancement of technological/institutional capacities; 

· Public awareness, education & participation concerning the safe transfer, handling & use of LMOs in relation to the conservation & sustainable use of BD, taking also into account risks to human health; 

· Consult the public in decision making processes; take into account socio-economic considerations arising from impact of LMOs on the conservation & sustainable use of BD; and 

· Cooperate in research & information exchange on any socio‑economic impacts of LMOs, especially on indigenous & local communities. 

11.9
International Support and Networks for Small Island Developing States 

Over the past 15 years, since the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), the special vulnerabilities and needs of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) have been recognised.  As a result, there have been special thematic programmes for SIDS focusing on island biodiversity and networks to support countries such as Solomon Islands to deliver commitments under multilateral environmental agreements. The following summary highlights the various regional networks and United Nations programmes promoting sustainable development, conservation of biodiversity and adaptability to climate change.

· WSSD - Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI) – Recognises that the basis for sustainable development is good governance, sound environmental, social and economic policies, democratic institutions responsive to the needs of the people, the rule of Law, anti-corruption measures, gender equity and an enabling environment for investment. 

Essential requirements for sustainable development are poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patterns of production and consumption and protecting and managing the natural resource bases of economic and social development. It recognises SIDS as special cases and calls for regional level cooperation with information and communication technology, access to trade opportunities, investment, capacity building, disaster management, environment, access to and transfer of environmentally sound technologies, education and awareness raising; information for decision making and building scientific capabilities.  

JPOI advocates use of the Global Environment Facility as a financial mechanism to leverage additional funds from key public and private organisations and sectors. (Source: JPOI Text).
· Barbados Programme of Action (BPOA) 1994 – As part of the UN Environment Programme’s Regional Seas Programme, BPOA follows on from the Rio Declaration and translates Agenda 21 into specific policies and actions at national, regional and international levels in support of SIDS achieving sustainable development.  It recognises the urgency of protecting coastal and marine resources and their importance in sustainable economic development.  Financing for implementation of the BPOA is expected to come from the countries themselves through private and public sectors.  However, BPOA recognises the role of NGOs and regional and international approaches to sustainable development and addressing environmental issues through: access to new and additional financial resources; optimising use of existing resources; technical cooperation for capacity building; and access to environmentally sound and energy efficient technology for SIDS.

BPOA aims to enhance national capacities and self reliance for SIDS, who with assistance and support from the international community, should actively promote human resource development, strengthen institutions and administration capacities, encourage supportive partnerships and cooperation with technical assistance; and further develop legislation and mechanisms for information sharing.  It focuses on interdisciplinary approaches to planning and decision making and encouragement of public participation. 

BPOA advocates integrated coastal zone management, planning and monitoring for coastal watersheds and exclusive economic zones to be integrated with national development plans. Other priorities include land use planning and zoning; physical planning and application of environmental impact assessment and other decision making tools, laws and regulations, environmental economic pricing and energy efficiency.  It has a conservation focus which takes into account customary land and reef tenure systems and practices better integration of contemporary and traditional knowledge. 

In order to achieve sustainable development for SIDS, BPOA recognises that “Integration of environmental considerations into the national decision making processes is considered to be the single most important step to be taken by SIDS”. (Source: BPOA Text – UNEP Website).
· Mauritius Strategy – The status of the BPOA was considered at the BPOA+10 Mauritius meeting in 2005 and recommendations were made to improve implementation of BPOA. Good governance at the country and international level was recognised as important for achieving sustainable development. International trade was identified as being necessary for building resilience and sustainable development for SIDS. (Source: Mauritius Strategy 2005).

· UNEP Regional Seas Programme – A globally coordinated, region wide mechanism to implement all relevant global environmental conventions and agreements.  All SIDS are part of the RSP. (Source: UNEP Website).
· UN Food and Agriculture Organisation/SIDS – The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) is working to enhance the contribution of agriculture, forestry and fisheries to the SIDS development agenda.  In response to the 2005 Mauritius Strategy and in an effort towards achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, FAO is assisting SIDS integrate sustainable food security policies and programmes within national poverty reduction strategies.  
FAO also works with SIDS on: trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights; biosafety and health; and fostering initiatives on diversification of food production for domestic and export markets for organically certified products.  It is working on developing integrated approaches to land and water management tailored for SIDs involving appropriate national agencies and institutions, and on early warning systems and mitigation against natural hazards. FAO has a South West Pacific office which manages the Regional Programme for Food Security which includes Pacific Island countries. These activities support implementation activities for UNCBD and UNCCD and have synergies with UNFCCC. (Source: FAO and SIDSnetWebsites).

· CBD Island Biodiversity – At the 2004 Conference of Parties (COP 7), Island Biodiversity was identified as the new thematic area for development under the UNCBD. A programme of works was drafted by the Ad hoc Technical Experts Group under the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) as a means to implement the objectives of the UNCBD in islands.   

The programme of works incorporates priority actions to enhance conservation of island biodiversity, sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits from the utilisation of genetic resources from islands.   It contributes to the objectives of the UNCBD Strategic Plan, the BPOA, WSSD Plan of Implementation and Millennium Development Goals. It seeks to avoid duplication of existing thematic work programmes and initiatives of the UNCBD and addresses threats and vulnerabilities of climate change and land degradation. 

The programme of works was adopted at the Eighth Conference of the Parties (COP 8) in 2006 where it was recognised that “SIDS rely on biodiversity for sustainable development, have close links between culture and environment, have special concerns and particular vulnerabilities, limited land area, high levels of endemism and extensive coastal and marine biodiversity”, (SPREP Roundtable).  It will be a key programme for countries such as Solomon Islands to harmonise and focus its international commitments. The programme of works:

· Is one of the most significant new sources of financial and technical support for the implementation of NBSAPs; 

· Deals with island biodiversity in an integrated way and avoids duplication with existing thematic work programmes of the UNCBD; 

· Is a platform for a stronger island voice within the UNCBD and related international negotiations; and

· Strengthens the political and ecological connectivity and partnerships between governments and civil society and between small islands and countries with islands. (Source: SPREP and UNCBD/Biodiversity Websites).
· UN Commission on Sustainable Development – Established in 1992 to ensure effective follow up of the UN Convention on Environment and Development (UNCED or Earth Summit).  Reviews progress on Agenda 21, Rio Declaration and provides policy guidance to the JPOI. (Source: UN Sustainable Development Website)
· UN Capacity 2015 Programme – Promotes education reform and making education systems relevant for SIDS, including the integration of sustainable development into national curricula. A further focus is development of capacity of national institutions to monitor the state of the environment and to develop national priorities for meeting international obligations (Source: UN Website).

· Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) –An ad hoc lobbying and negotiating network for SIS within the UN system.  Solomon Islands is a member of AOSIS. It focuses on shared development challenges and environmental concerns, especially SIS vulnerability to the adverse affects of climate change and implementing the Barbados Programme of Action for Sustainable Development of SIDS. (Source: SIDSnet Website).

· SIDS Network – Global network for SIDS which also has a Pacific Region node managed by SPREP. SIDSnet was established in 1997 as a follow up to the 1994 Barbados Programme of Action (BPOA). It provides a communication tool for SIDS stakeholders on issues regarding BPOA, promoting the sharing of experiences and the development of the global SIDS agenda. The recent BPOA+10 Mauritius meeting resolved that “SIDSnet is a critical mechanism in support of the sustainable development of small island developing states and needs maintenance, strengthening and further enhancement.” SIDSnets aims to:

· Facilitate knowledge transfer within the region targeting governments, regional stakeholders & communities on SD and the significance of the ‘BPOA’ in providing a vehicle for coordinated progress;

· Provide a clearinghouse of information and communication network system targeting SD to stimulate debate, ideas, approaches & methods suited to Pacific Island countries (PICs);

· Promote modern technology & communication systems that extend the communication network to remote communities;

· Improve information packaging in relation to SD; 

· Encourage private sector opportunities & involvement; 

· Provision of necessary human resources support & training;

· Establishment of links to existing clearinghouses & similar network mechanisms & other relevant conventions;

· Invitation of appropriate international cooperation;

· Strengthening the network as an important source of information on best practices in integrated environmental & development planning; and

· Extending the use of the network to assist in regional environment & SD governance. (Source: SIDSnet Website).
· SIDS Roster of Experts and Networks – Collaboration between UNDP and SIDS unit of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs to encourage SIDS cooperation, sharing experiences, and utilising the national and regional institutions of the SIDS. (Source: UN Sustainable Development Website).

· Small Island Voices – Inter-regional multi-media initiative supported by UNESCO – promoting “countries in action” who are undertaking sustainable development activities on a local level. 

12.0
Regional Frameworks

The South Pacific has a significant network of regional organisations to support SIDS. This network is available to support the national governments and their partners in the implementation of national environmental agendas, meeting international obligations and in capacity building.  The organisations, networks and regional conventions are discussed in the following section.

12.1
Convention on Conservation of Nature in the South Pacific (Source: SPREP Website)

The Convention on Conservation of Nature in the South Pacific - Apia Convention objective is the conservation, utilisation and development of natural resources through planning and management for the benefit of present and future generations.  Provisions within the Convention include establishing protected areas to safeguard representative samples of natural ecosystems and endangered species; conservation of indigenous and migratory species under threat of exploitation or extinction; customary use of species and areas; maintenance of national reserves; research relating to nature conservation and the management of protected areas and species; exchange of information and training of personnel for nature conservation objectives. Solomon Islands did not sign or ratify the Apia Convention. 

12.2
Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South Pacific Region (Source: SPREP Website)
The Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South Pacific Region (SPREP or Noumea Convention, 1986) entered into force in 1990 to form the regional body known as South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) which is based in Samoa. Draft amendments have been made to its anti-dumping protocol and pollution emergencies protocols in order to bring them into compliance with updated international instruments.  Solomon Islands ratified the SPREP Convention and its protocols in 1989.

 


12.3
Waigani Convention (Source: Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat Website)
The Convention to Ban the Importation into Forum Island Countries of Hazardous and Radioactive Wastes and to Control the Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within the South Pacific Region, 1995 (Waigani Convention) entered into force in 2001. It is modelled on the Basel Convention and has links to the Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. Solomon Islands signed the Convention in 1995 and ratified the agreement in 1998.

12.4
Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (Source: FFA Convention Handbook)
This regional convention (Tuna Convention) came into force in June 2004. The objective is to ensure, through effective management, the long term conservation and sustainable use of highly migratory fish stocks in the western and central Pacific Ocean, in accordance with the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.  The Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission was established as the main implementing body.  Solomon Islands has signed and ratified the Convention and compliance with Convention obligations will support the UNCBD in relation to sustainable marine resource use. The Tuna Convention applies the precautionary approach, adopts measures to ensure long term sustainably of highly migratory fish stocks, protects biodiversity in the marine environment, aims to prevent overfishing, and takes into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence fishers. It stipulates measures for fishing gear, enforces the need for data collection and enforcing conservation and management measures through effective monitoring, control and surveillance. 

Participating members have increased powers and responsibilities relating to enforcement powers and new standards for collection of data. They are required to “develop data collection and research programmes to assess the impact of fishing on non-target and associated or dependent species and their environment, and adopt plans where necessary to ensure the conservation of such species and to protect habitats of special concern”, (FFA 2004).

12.5
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency Convention (1979)

(Source: 8th South Pacific Forum Resolution Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 1977)

In 1977 members of the Pacific Islands Forum agreed to establish a South Pacific Regional Fisheries Agency (FFA).  Solomon Islands hosts the FFA in Honiara. The agency plays a major role in assisting member countries to conform with and meet their obligations under the Tuna Convention. The services provided by FFA for its members include:

· Collect, analyse, evaluate & disseminate relevant statistical & biological information with respect to the living marine resources of the region & in particular the highly migratory species; 

· Collect & disseminate relevant information concerning management procedures, legislation & agreements adopted by other countries; 

· Provide, on request, technical advice & information, assistance in the development of fisheries policies & negotiations, & assistance in the issue of licences, the collection of fees or in matters pertaining to surveillance & enforcement; and

· Seek to establish working arrangements with relevant regional & international organisations, particularly the South Pacific Commission.

Member countries, in turn, are required to provide the agency with information including: 

· Catch & effort statistics in respect of fishing operations in waters under their jurisdiction or conducted by vessels under their jurisdiction; 

· Adopt relevant laws, regulations & international agreements; and

· Provide relevant biological & statistical data.

Compliance with the FFA Convention commitments has synergies with implementation of actions under the UNCBD.

12.6
Pacific Islands Forum (Source: PIF Secretariat Website)
Solomon Islands is a member of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), established in 1971, and therefore, is part of a regional grouping of countries which work together on economic development, political and environmental issues. Participation in PIF provides access to shared resources and support on a regional level.  The PIF developed The Pacific Plan, endorsed by leaders in October 2005, as a strategy to “enhance and stimulate economic growth, sustainable development, good governance and security for Pacific countries through regionalism”, (Pacific Plan, 2005).
The Pacific Plan - It is based on the concept of regionalism - countries working together for their joint and individual benefit. It aims to support and complement national plans and depends on support for regional approaches by PIF member countries, civil society and private sector organisations, development partners and other stakeholders.  The Pacific Plan has a series of immediate actions for the period 2006-2008 which if carried out, will have synergies with some obligations of UNCBD, UNCCD and UNFCCC and should help address some of the capacity constraints identified in the Thematic and Cross-cutting Assessments.  Immediate actions include: 

Sustainable Development:

· Development & implementation of National Sustainable Development Strategies (NSDS), using appropriate cross-cutting & Pacific relevant indicators;

· National & regional conservation & management measures for the sustainable utilisation of fisheries resources;

· Development & implementation of policies & plans for waste management;

· Implementation of the Pacific Islands Energy Policy & associated Strategic Action Plan to provide available, reliable, affordable, & environmentally sound energy for the sustainable development of all Pacific Islands communities;

· Investigation of the potential for expanding regional technical & vocational education training (TVET) programmes (including establishment of an Australian Pacific Islands Technical College in the Pacific region) to take advantage of opportunities in health care, seafaring, hospitality/tourism, peacekeeping, etc; for enhancing & standardising regional training programmes; & ensuring portability of technical qualifications; and

· Facilitation of international enhancing for SD, BD & environmental protection & climate change in the Pacific including through the Global Environment Facility.

Good Governance:

· Regional support to consolidate commitments to key institutions such as audit & ombudsman offices, leadership codes, anti-corruption institutions & departments of attorneys general; including through judicial training & education;

· Regional support to the Forum Principles of Good Leadership & Accountability;

· Enhancement of governance mechanisms, including resource management; & in the harmonisation of traditional & modern values & structures; and

· Upgrade & extension of country & regional statistical information systems & databases across all sectors.

Security:

· Development and implementation of policies and plans for the mitigation and management of natural disasters.

12.7
South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (Source: SPREP Website)
SPREP is a regional organisation established by the governments and administrations of the Pacific region that saw the need for a regional body to support environmental action at the regional level. SPREP has 21 Pacific Island countries as members and four other countries have an interest in the region. Based in Samoa, its mandate is to promote cooperation in the Pacific Islands region and to provide assistance to protect and improve the environment and to ensure sustainable development for present and future generations. SPREP’s main focus is to sustain the integrity of ecosystems of the Pacific Islands region to support life and livelihoods today and tomorrow. Focus areas are:

· Ecosystems, Species & Natural Resources;

· International conventions & regional coordinating mechanisms; and

· International Waters Programme, which undertakes conservation activities in 14 Pacific Island countries.

12.8
SPREP Action Plan for Nature Conservation (Source: SPREP Website)
The SPREP Action Plan for Nature Conservation 2003-2007 is “considered the most important regional strategy for biodiversity conservation and has been endorsed by all 26 member countries” (SPREP 2004).  The action plan is structured according to the three pillars of sustainable development – environment, economy and society. It identified that the threats facing the region are: climate change; over harvesting of natural resources; proliferation of invasive species; high population growth; natural disasters; and unsustainable development which continue to place biodiversity under intense pressure.

The strategy identified major challenges to environmental management and conservation in the region as: a lack of institutional capacity (especially at national level); limited infrastructure development; lack of coordination and integration of environment and conservation activities; limited economic alternatives; lack of political support and good governance; limited funds; and making the environment and conservation a national and regional priority. These constraints are cross-cutting across the national environmental agenda in Solomon Islands and have synergies with the three UN Rio Conventions.

Mainstreaming conservation is key element of SPREP’s plan which “recognises that a successful conservation strategy will improve quality of life through a vibrant economy, a prosperous society and a healthy environment”.  The plan includes five and 30 year goals at national and regional levels in the following areas: 

· Environment - Biodiversity and the natural environment

· Economy - Economic activity

· Society - People, their cultures, traditions, social situations and attitudes.  

Environment 30 Year Goal - Biodiversity and natural environment of the Pacific region are conserved.  Five year environment targets include:

· Establish & strengthen conservation networks & partnerships;

· Increase the number of areas under effective conservation management;

· Bring each Pacific Island country & territory’s priority invasive species under effective control, prevent new introductions of marine & terrestrial alien invasive species, regulate genetically modified organisms;

· Safeguard & restore threatened species of ecological & cultural significance;

· Address the impacts of CC on the natural environment & BD; and

· Improve knowledge & understanding of the state of the Pacific’s natural environment & BD.

Economy 30 Year Goal - Nature conservation and sustainable resource use are integral parts of all island economies. Five year economy targets include:

· Develop multi sector partnerships for sustainable resource use &  management;

· Develop & enforce integrated environmental, economic & social planning, policy & legal frameworks;

· Foster economic instruments that create incentives for conservation & remove those with negative impacts;

· Strengthen resource & environmental valuation for effective decision making;

· Engage business in environmentally sound practices & support for conservation;

· Create sustainable financial mechanisms; and

· Promote sustainable livelihoods to eradicate poverty.

Society 30 Year Goal - Pacific peoples, their governments, and institutions are leading activities for the sustainable and equitable use of natural resources in the Pacific region. Five year Society targets include:  
· Empower local people, communities & institutions to effectively participate in decision making & action;

· Recognise & integrate customary structures & processes in natural resource & environmental governance systems;

· Safeguard & strengthen traditional knowledge & practices; and
· Raise awareness & promote conservation values.
12.9
SPREP Regional Education Programme (Source: SPREP Website)
The SPREP regional education programme supports development and implementation of education and communication initiatives at national and regional levels such as:

· A regional education framework: To support the development of national education initiatives and activities; to strengthen education and delivery systems that promote sustainable environmental management and education for sustainable development (ESD). It builds on SPREP’s Action Plan for Environmental Education and Public Awareness in the Pacific Islands Region, a blueprint for environmental education and ESD activities up to 2008.

· Decade of Education for Sustainable Development:  A UN initiative to promote education to achieve environmental sustainability goals. The aim is to promote the role of education and participation in the implementation of international agreements by integrating environmental sustainable development into existing frameworks. SPREP is participating in a Pacific working group that includes UNESCO and USP to determine the next steps for participation by Pacific countries.

12.10
Pacific Regional Centre (Source: SPREP Website)
The Pacific Region Centre is a SPREP based organisation which aims to strengthen the capacity of Pacific Island countries party to the Basel and Waigani Conventions “to promote the environmentally sound management of waste in a coordinated manner through better integration of regional strategies and relevant conventions”.

12.11
Pacific Roundtable for Nature Conservation (Source: SPREP Website)
The Roundtable is the Pacific’s largest cross-sectoral coalition of organisations working to increase effective conservation action in the region. It was formed in 1997 on request by Pacific Island countries and territories for stronger collaboration and coordination of conservation initiatives and activities. This partnership enables stakeholders to come together to discuss and develop new ways to address the main issues of nature conservation facing the Pacific Islands. The Roundtable exists as the coordination mechanism of organisations and governments that have a role in implementing the Action Strategy for Nature Conservation in the Pacific Islands Region 2003 – 2007.  It has the official endorsement of all Pacific Island governments and representatives from local and national Pacific Islands groups. 

The Roundtable’s mandate is to increase effective conservation action in the Pacific Islands by:

· Fostering greater coordination & collaboration among national, regional & international organisations;

· Identifying critical gaps in the Action Strategy & developing new conservation activities in the region;

· Communicating & linking with countries through NBSAPs or alternative processes to promote implementation & monitoring of the Action Strategy;

· Strengthening linkages with CROP agencies to promote multi-sectoral mainstreaming at the regional level; and

· Strengthening links with regional & national NGOs for more effective coordination. 

12.12
South Pacific Applied Geosciences Commission (Source: SOPAC Website)
The South Pacific Applied Geosciences Commission (SOPAC) is an inter-governmental, regional organisation dedicated to providing services to promote sustainable development. Its work is carried out through a Secretariat based in Suva. SOPAC has the regional mandate for disaster management and hazard risk management and its Governing Council is assisted by Secretariat representatives, a Technical Advisory Group and a Science, Technology and Resources Network. 

12.13 
Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific (Source: SPC Website)

Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific (CROP) was formed in response to the need for better coordination between regional organisations. It has a strong role to play in addressing biodiversity conservation and sustainable development particularly through facilitating Type II partnerships (SPREP 2004).  It is made up of the heads of Pacific Islands intergovernmental organisations and is chaired by the Forum Secretariat. Its purpose is to “discuss and coordinate the work programmes and policies of the different regional agencies to avoid either duplication or gaps in the provision of services to its member countries”, (SPC 2002). Participating agencies include:

· The Forum Secretariat

· South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency 

· Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

· South Pacific Applied Geosciences Commission 

· University of the South Pacific 

· South Pacific Regional Environment Programme 

· South Pacific Tourism Organisation 

· Pacific Islands Development Programme (East West Centre)

· Fiji School of Medicine

· South Pacific Board for Educational Assessment

CROP has a range of working committees for issues including Marine, Rio +10, sustainable development, information and communication technology and land based resources (SPC 2002).

12.14
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (Source: SPC Website)

SPC is an international organisation which provides technical assistance; professional, scientific and research support; and planning and management capability building for its 22 member countries and territories. It works in partnership with members, other organisations and donors to deliver priority work programmes to member countries and territories focusing on: 

· Land Resources (Agriculture & Forestry);

· Marine Resources (Coastal, Oceanic Fisheries & Maritime); and

· Social Resources (Community Education, Culture, Women & Youth; Demography/Population & Statistics; Information & Communication Technology, Media Production & Training; Public Health). 

12.15 
Type II Partnerships 

Type II Partnerships for sustainable development are voluntary multi-stakeholder partnerships intended to strengthen implementation of the agenda on sustainable development by involving all those who can make a contribution. They are “an emerging instrument for improving coordination and leveraging resources in a range of thematic areas, including the mainstreaming of conservation into development planning”, (SPREP 2004). “Pacific Type II Umbrella partnerships were endorsed at the highest level by Pacific Heads of Government at the WSSD and should be supported and facilitated at the regional level by CROP members”, (SPREP 2004). Pacific related partnerships include:

· SP Vulnerability & Adaptation Initiative (AusAID)

· Cooperative Initiative on Invasive Alien Species on Islands (IUCN)

· Sustainable Tourism Development for the Pacific (SP Tourism Organisation)

· Mainstreaming of Conservation of Biological Diversity & Associated Traditional Knowledge in Pacific Islands (SPREP)

· Sustainable Land Resources Development for the Pacific (SPC)

· Pacific Islands Adaptation Initiative (SPREP)

· Pacific Island Waste Management Initiative (SPREP)

· Pacific Island Energy for Sustainable Development (SOPAC)

· Pacific Strategies for Waste, Sanitation & Hygiene & Regional Consultation on Sustainable Water Management (SOPAC)

· Pacific Island Governance Initiative (USP)

· Planning for Sustainable Community Lifestyles in Pacific Island Countries (SPREP)

· Pacific Islands Health for Sustainable Development (SPC)

· Pacific Islands Information & Communication Technology for Development 2002-2012 (PIF Secretariat)

· Pacific Islands Ocean  Initiative (CROP)

12.16
Ecoregional Approach 

The 7th Roundtable on Conservation in 2002 called upon national governments and international NGOS to work with communities, SPREP, other NGOs, universities and research organisations to, “develop a shared map of conservation priorities for the Pacific region using an ecoregional approach that helps us meet human needs and aspirations fairly, and integrates traditional knowledge and cultures with the process and strategically builds long term capacity”, (SPREP, Roundtable). International conservation NGOs have followed a macro regional approach and divided the world into “ecoregions” or “hotspots” for priority conservation effort.  These approaches require a partnership or collaborative effort of NGOs, governments and stakeholders to address the priority threats and protect the environment and ecological processes of these globally important areas.
Bismarck Solomon Seas Ecoregion (BSSE) Solomon Islands is part of the globally significant Bismarck Solomon Seas Ecoregion (BSSE) which also includes Papua (Indonesia) and the northern coastal area of Papua New Guinea.  In 2003, WWF and stakeholders conducted a visioning workshop which identified the main challenges for the countries of the BSSE.  These seven challenges are cross-cutting environmental issues in Solomon Islands and have synergies with the Rio Conventions. They include:

· Growing coastal populations & poorly designed coastal developments – including industry & mining;

· Unregulated fishing (ie over harvesting, destructive techniques etc);

· Increasing market demand for particular marine species (sea cucumber, shark fin);

· Lack of scientific data & monitoring capacity in the region;

· Pollution from both land & sea sources;

· Irresponsible & insensitive tourism practices; and

· Climate change & coral bleaching events.

A key feature of the ecoregional approach to conservation and sustainable management of marine resources in the BSSE, is the sharing of information and networking at community, NGO and government level.  An example is the signing in August 2006 of a tri-national MOU between the governments of Papua (Indonesia), PNG and Solomon Islands for a joint approach to marine turtle conservation.  Through this ecoregional approach, conservation partners can access the networks and resources of international and regional support organisations such as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, SPREP, and academic institutions and universities. Solomon Islands Government, through the actions of conservation NGOs WWF and TNC, has taken the initiative to endorse and embrace this approach.

Solomon Islands Rainforest Ecoregion - The Solomon Islands Rainforest Ecoregion is also of global significance.  Through the ecoregional approach and regional networks, the 2005 Solomon Islands Forests Strategy draws on the experience and support of PNG, Australia and other partners and stakeholders to:

· Establish a viable & ecologically representative protected areas network that conserves BD & protects the conservation values of the forests;  

· Harnesses market mechanisms including an international campaign in collaboration with key partners to raise awareness of unsustainable logging practices & an investigation into potential Forest Stewardship Council certification for large-scale commercial forestry companies; and 

· Offers landowners viable alternatives to the current model of industrial logging through development of community enterprises such as ecomilling & non-timber forests products.

The 2005 Solomon Islands Forests Strategy highlights the following issues and constraints as urgent priorities to halting the rapid loss of forests and terrestrial biodiversity and protecting the livelihoods of local resource owners:

· Reform legislation & institutions in Solomon Islands to support new models of sustainable forest management;

· Reform of the forest sector which is widely recognised as corrupt & poorly managed;
· Current forestry legislation lacks consistency & coherence due to frequent amendments & gives very poor coverage to environmental issues;

· Lack of appropriate & effective national legislation that promotes BD conservation through establishment of protected areas, sustainable forest management & that meets the needs of customary landowners;

· Lack of focus on viable alternatives to landowners that meet basic economic needs, while promoting the conservation of BD & the protection of the range of forest values; and

· Lack of a national forests network that strengthens the advocacy efforts of NGOs with respect to improved forest governance & provide a forum for dialogue with government & industry.
13.0
Consultation
The agencies and organisations consulted or which provided information and input as part of the process towards developing the cross-cutting assessment are listed below:

Government Agencies and Programmes:

John Roughan, PS Office of the Prime Minister

Lawrence Foana’ota, National Museum

Noelyn Biliki, Department of National Planning and Aid Coordination

Paul Roughan, National Biosafety Framework

William Soaki, United Nations and Treaties Division, Foreign Affairs

National Disaster Council

Christa Jacob, Senior Mines Inspector, Department of Mines and Energy 

Isaac Lekalalu, Deputy Director, Water Resources Division, Department of Mines and Energy 

Kenneth Bulehite, Project Officer, Energy Division, Department of Mines and Energy

Carol Pitisopa, Legal Officer, Forest Management Project, Forestry Division 

Chanel Iroi, Director, Meteorological Services, Depart Communication, Aviation & Meteorology 

Joe Horokou, Director (Acting), Environment and Conservation Division

Terence Titiulu, Chief Planning Officer, Forestry Division 

Jacob H, Environmental Engineer, Solomon Islands Water Resources
Francis Wale, Deputy Solicitor General, Attorney General’s Office

Ellen Iramu, Department of Agriculture and Livestock

Alex Carlos, Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources

Provincial Governments:

Western Province

Choiseul Province

Isabel Province

Central Province

Malaita Province

Makira Province

Research and Academic Institutions:

Norm Duke and Mark Love, University of Queensland

Shankar Aswani, University of California, Santa Barbara

Chris Filardi, American Museum of Natural History, Center for Biodiversity and Conservation

Reuben Sulu, University of the South Pacific

Simon Foale, Australian National University

Non Government Organisations:

World Wide Fund for Nature

The Nature Conservancy

International Waters Programme

Environmental Concerns Action Network of Solomon Islands

Oxfam

Live and Learn Environmental Education

Tiola Development Foundation

Conservation International

Development Services Exchange

Ecoforestry Programme, SIDT

The Foundation of the People of the South Pacific International

Natural Resources Development Foundation

Kastom Gaden Association
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