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From: Lane, Sharon [Sharon.Lane@environment.gov.au]
Sent: 07 September 2017 20:02
To: Joseph Brider
Cc: McNee, Andrew; Fieg, Sarah; Pentony, Alannah; Broomhall, Sara; Callister, Deb; Sandra I'Anson
(DFAT); Tandy, Amelia; Wolnicki, Mat; Richard Bontjer (richard.bontjer@dfat.gov.au); Ray Bojzcuk
(Fiji post); Callister, Deb; Heaton, Suzi
Subject: FW: SPREP Meeting 2017 - Proposed Member Paper on Pacific Wide Ban on Asbestos
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Kia Orana Joseph
Apologies for the delayed response. I am pleased to advise that:




Australia supports and is willing to sponsor the Cook Islands’ proposal for a Pacific wide ban
on asbestos.
The proposal is consistent with Australia’s strong domestic ban on asbestos.
Australia would be happy to share its experience with banning asbestos with Pacific
countries.

Unfortunately we are not in a position to provide direct funding for implementation of a ban at this
point in time. We are however, committed to continuing to support SPREP with funding to assist
Pacific Island countries with improving standards of environmental management throughout the
Pacific, including waste management and pollution control.
We have no comments on the draft paper.
Kind regards, Sharon
Sharon Lane
Acting Director
Pacific and Coral Triangle Section I Marine and International Heritage Branch
Wildlife Heritage and Marine Division I Department of the Environment and Energy
Phone: +61 (0)2 6275 9587 I Mobile: +61 (0)402 687 334
Email: sharon.lane@environment.gov.au
From: Joseph Brider [mailto:joseph.brider@cookislands.gov.ck]
Sent: Wednesday, 23 August 2017 10:06 AM
To: ameko.pato@epa.as.gov; faamao.asalele@epa.as.gov; Callister, Deb
<Deb.Callister@environment.gov.au>; sue.langford@dfat.gov.au; Raymond.bojczuk@dfat.gov.au;
Lane, Sharon <Sharon.Lane@environment.gov.au>; Jim Armistead
<Jim.Armistead@cookislands.gov.ck>; oeemdir@gmail.com; foreignaffairs@mail.fm;
soram@mail.fm; Joshua.wycliffe@govnet.gov.fj; karan.opm@gmail.com; Singhsk@govnet.gov.fj;
mereani.tabualevu@environment.gov.fj; christian.lechervy@diplomatie.gouv.fr; jean-luc.fauretournaire@diplomatie.gouv.fr; pierre.sigaud@developpement-durable.gouv.fr;
nadia.deckert@diplomatie.gouv.fr; daie@presidence.pf; Engel ER. RAYGADAS
<Engel.RAYGADAS@presidence.pf>; Sylviane.fauvet@culture.min.gov.pf;
miri.tatarata@environnement.gov.pf; raunderwood@uguam.uog.edu;
taouear@environment.gov.ki; secretary@melad.gov.ki; hcsuva@mfa.gov.ki;
mariim@environment.gov.ki; clarencesam@gmail.com; warwick47@gmail.com; Bruce Kijiner
(kijinerb@gmail.com) <kijinerb@gmail.com>; doreendebrum@gmail.com; obetkilon@gmail.com;
mavis.depaune@naurugov.nr; mike.aroi@gmail.com; bryanstar007@gmail.com; anneclaire.goarant@gouv.nc; Francois.bockel@gouv.nc; jimmy.naouna@gouv.nc;
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David.Nicholson@mfat.govt.nz; Mike.Walsh@mfat.govt.nz; andrea.stewart@mfat.govt.nz;
sauni.tongatule@mail.gov.nu; Josie.Tamate@mail.gov.nu; richard.hipa@mail.gov.nu;
Tagaloa.morrissey@mail.gov.nu; janicecastro@becq.gov.mp; mmpangelinan@gmail.com;
samsablan@becq.gov.mp; minister.mos@palaugov.org; fusengebau@gmail.com;
charmersai@gmail.com; eqpb@palaunet.com; esuroi1@gmail.com; jaitaro@gmail.com;
gjokua@dec.gov.pg; William.dihm@gmail.com; frankmohi@gmail.com;
bismarck.crawley@mnre.gov.ws; noumea@mfat.gov.ws; tuiolo.schuster@mnre.gov.ws;
c.iroi@met.gov.sb; pfaalamoa@gmail.com; aleta.aleta@tokelau.org.nz; mitimiti.ngauchun@tokelau.org.nz; paulm@mic.gov.to; makitala23@gmail.com; lupe.matoto@gmail.com;
Mafile'o Masi <mafileo.masi@gmail.com>; staukiei@gmail.com; qmoe.saitala@gmail.com;
Daniel.Lund@fco.gov.uk; Yvonne.davidis@fco.gov.uk; Joyce.Rounds@fco.gov.uk;
KangMG@state.gov; MineoMR@state.gov; Kristen.Koyama@noaa.gov; amembapia@state.gov;
jbenjamin@vanuatu.gov.vu; ratari@vanuatu.gov.vu; senv@mail.wf; adjoint.env@mail.wf
Subject: SPREP Meeting 2017 - Proposed Member Paper on Pacific Wide Ban on Asbestos
Kia Orana SPREP Colleagues
As the SPREP Focal Point for Cook Islands and in anticipation of the upcoming SPREP meeting in
Samoa, I would like provide a proposed advanced draft paper for pre-consideration and discussion at
the upcoming SPREP meeting. The paper is for a Proposed Pacific Wide Ban on Asbestos, and follows
on from discussions held at the SPREP Meeting in Niue on such a ban. AS you may recall from the
Niue meeting that there were questions raised on the provision of capacity to enforce such a ban
and possible trade implications of such as ban. The Cook Islands believes that following successful
discussions around the PacWaste 2 and EU funding and a review of WTO and WHO policies and
discussions on asbestos, that the time is right to continue dialogue on this matter.
Accordingly, I would like to provide this opportunity for SPREP members to review the advanced
draft and provide comment or guidance on improvements or areas requiring further discussion.
We have provided some supporting documentation on types of products in the region (through the
NZ Asbestos survey), a summary of public statements made by SPREP members in support of such a
ban and case studies on the WTO negotiations and challenges to a ban (page 84 of the WHO and
WTO Report).
It is anticipated that such a ban would provide the foundation to regulate the importation of
asbestos and asbestos products into the SPREP Pacific countries and territories. It is proposed that
the PacWaste 2 project being negotiated by SPREP would provide the capacity to put in place
national level monitoring regimes to manage new imports and the ban would provide a basis to
support the disposal of existing stockpiles within countries. The ban would be a statement from
SPREP members that the impacts of asbestos on the health of small islands and small communities
are too great and in order for us to manage it, we need to exclude it altogether.
I look forward to your comments to improve, adapt and if you are in a position to do, letters of
support.
Kind Regards and Kia Manuia
Joseph Brider | Director
Tu’anga Taporoporo | National Environment Service
phone: +(682) 21256 ext 8107 | fax: +(682) 22256 | PO Box 371 | Avarua, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
web: http://www.environment.gov.ck | mail: joseph.brider@cookislands.gov.ck

