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Use of data for effective conservation in the 

Republic of Marshall Islands



• To inform decision makers to 
make sound judgements to 
sustainably use our environment 
and natural resources

• To help manage our resources

• Track status 

• Plan change 

Why is data 

important for 

decision making?



• In most cases, Pacific Island countries, like RMI, have limited 
existing infrastructure in place to house all the country’s 
data

• Each governmental department manages its own database if 
it has one

• Sometimes, this information has not been managed properly

• Issues include cost and technical capacity

Challenges using/accessing data and 

identified solutions



• Only land bird left in the RMI

• Was wiped out from the 
islands where it used to be 
found (only two islands were 
Majuro and Mili)

• Mule project from 2007-2011 
in Majuro successfully grew 
the number of birds from less 
than 20 to over 80

State of the 

resource, i.e. mule, 

and issues to be 

addressed



How data are used 

and analysed to 

better manage the 

resource



• The information can also be 
used to record trends 
concerning the state of the 
environment over time

• Can be used as a reference 
source

• Can be used for grant writing

How data are used and analysed to 

better manage the resource 

(continued)



How is the State of Environment 

Report useful in this process?

SOE

NBSAP

CBD

Baseline

• Planning

• Baseline for tracking change, 
helps with next SoE

• Basis for funding proposals

o Helps identify gaps and the 
information can serve as the 
jumping off point for proposal 
writing

o GAP- environmental database to 
manage datasets over time



Kommol Tata (Thank You)


