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AFD Project Update, October 2012 

Solid and hazardous waste are now widely recognised in the Pacific islands as two of the major threats to sustainable development in the region.  All Pacific island countries and territories share the problems of waste disposal and pollution. These problems are exacerbated by the small size, remoteness and rapid urbanisation of many islands. In response to the severity of the issue, the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) is providing funding to enable implementation of a “Regional Solid Waste Management Initiative for the Pacific”.  
The three year project will focus on building regional capacity to manage specific solid and hazardous waste through implementation of three targeted activities between 2011-2014.
Activity 1: Training Programme
· A comprehensive, Pacific focussed waste management training course is currently being developed by Griffith University, Australia. The course will be taught in Suva, Fiji commencing in 2013, and will provide country participants working in waste management with training in waste management techniques and landfill/dumpsite management.

· Participants will be invited to attend the training course by submitting their applications to SPREP on an approved nomination form towards the end of 2012. Nominations will be open to applicants from both the Government and private sectors, NGO’s etc.
· Each teaching module will be limited to fourteen funded places with an additional six places available for participants at their own expense; the selection of participants will be handled by SPREP. A requirement of selection will be submission of a project concept in waste management that can develop into a full project proposal during the duration of the training course with assistance from SPREP. 

· The details of the application requirements will be contained in the application package with the SPREP circular released late in 2012.
· Fiji National University (FNU) has been selected to provide classroom facilities, teaching assistants and participants’ accommodation for the training course. Fiji National University will benefit from capacity building of its staff and will have full access to the training materials for delivery of future regional training programmes. This will create the potential for establishing a long-term, sustainable programme for solid waste management training in the region.
Activity 2: Waste Oil Management
· In the Pacific region, countries such as Australia, New Zealand and New Caledonia have introduced Product Stewardship programmes for waste oil management either through voluntary arrangements or through legislative measures. A Product Stewardship Programme for waste oil ensures that the disposal costs of waste oil arising from its use are paid for by the consumer. 

· A draft background paper for governments on a “Waste Oil Stewardship System” aimed at assisting Pacific Island Countries Governments to establish a stewardship system for waste oil in their country is currently being prepared and will be circulated for consultation with relevant stakeholders.

· Integral to the waste oil stewardship process is the necessity for a country to assess the national quantities of waste oil produced annually.  This provides a critical analysis of imported oil and waste oil recovery volumes as well as current disposal practices. The information obtained from these waste oil audits will be used by SPREP to assist Samoa, Fiji and Vanuatu, to develop waste oil stewardship systems.

· A waste oil audit has been completed for Samoa which will provide the baseline analysis to develop a waste oil stewardship system. Waste oil audits for Fiji and Vanuatu will be completed by the end of November 2012.

Activity 3:  Developing Proposals for Solid Waste Management Projects 

Development of a national waste management project concept is an integral element of the training programme application in Activity 1. Technical assistance will be provided by SPREP to country participants accepted into the training programme to develop projects into donor-ready project proposals.
· Between 5 and 10 PICs will be eligible to receive funding for one project each. The criteria for selection of projects for funding will include the proposed project’s consistency with National Waste Management Strategies or Plans, anticipated degree of multi-stakeholder involvement in delivery, and demonstrated high-level support for the project. 

