PACIFIC ISLANDS MINISTERS DECLARATION ON THE CONSERVATION OF SHARKS AND RAYS
SECOND DRAFT

We, the undersigned Ministers, representing XXX Pacific Island Countries and Territories (“the Region”), meeting in Apia, Samoa, 2 March 2018:
Acknowledging the deep spiritual and cultural connection between Pacific Island peoples and sharks and rays, which appear in art and oral histories throughout our Region;
Aware that the populations of many shark and ray species are vulnerable and have been seriously depleted throughout the Region in recent years as a result of over-fishing, destructive and unsustainable fishing methods and  habitat loss ;

Concerned that emerging threats such as climate change, marine debris (especially plastics) and discard of pollutants from vessels present an additional range of threats to depleted shark and ray populations;

Applauding the steps that have been taken by many Pacific Island Countries and Territories to protect and conserve their remaining shark and ray populations, through measures such as the establishment of shark sanctuaries and the listing of threatened species on the Appendices of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS);

Noting that healthy populations of sharks and rays contribute to healthy ecological conditions for marine ecosystems;

Considering that healthy populations of sharks and rays can provide an economic benefit for coastal communities in the Pacific Islands through the promotion of best practice ecotourism activities;
Affirming the significance of supporting the recovery of depleted shark and ray populations in the Region as part of the Leaders’ vision of a Blue Pacific continent;

Grateful for the excellent arrangements made by the Government of Samoa to host this meeting:
Now therefore, resolve to jointly develop appropriate actions and measures to promote the conservation of sharks and rays in the Pacific Island waters through the following actions:

Prohibiting the import and export of shark  products, including fins, from the waters of our countries and territories;
Collaborating in the sharing of information and the training of government officials and relevant stakeholders in the enforcement of international agreements made under the CITES to ensure strict compliance;
Encouraging the establishment of marine and riverine sanctuaries for the protection and conservation of all shark and ray species, and other area-based initiatives to protect their critical breeding and feeding habitats;

Investigating appropriate measures to mitigate the by-catch of sharks and rays in commercial fishing operations and ensuring that vessels licensed to fish in our waters comply with any international requirements mandated by the Western Central Pacific Fisheries Commission and any domestic restrictions on the use of fishing gear, to achieve a reduction in by-catch;

Establishing best practice standards for shark and ray tourism activities throughout the region;

Promoting and stressing effective conservation management of sharks and rays through national legislation and membership of the Intersessional Working Group Sharks of the Western Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, to bring forward a consensus draft Conservation Management Measure on Sharks and Rays at the next Regular Meeting of the Commission; 
We call upon governments, regional agencies, stakeholders and supporters to join in this endeavour through collaborative research projects, and by supporting advocacy and outreach programmes.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned being duly authorised to that effect, have signed this Declaration:

Cook Islands

Federated States of Micronesia

Fiji

French Polynesia

Kiribati

Marshall Islands

Nauru

New Caledonia

Niue

Palau

Papua New Guinea

Tonga

Tuvalu

Samoa

Solomon Islands
Vanuatu

Signed at Apia on ................ 2018.
