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“To reduce vulnerability and increase the adaptive capacity to the adverse 

effects of climate change in the coastal zone management sector”  

FSM PACC staff, attended the Disaster Management training during 

November 13-16  in Kosrae. We learned and practiced initial damage 

assessment and Emergency Operation Center (EOC). Last day of the 

training we had a drill on an imaginary  tropical storm; so we set an EOC, 

where the agencies practiced their roles and the information flow. With this 

practice, we will have a more effective disaster response. The Training was 

sponsored by USAID, SOPAC, FSM National Office of Environment & 

Emergency Management and the Kosrae Disaster office.  

Disaster Training 

36” culverts 

Pilot Project-  Circumferential Road 

Climate proofing the circumferential road is going on. More culverts were 

positioned in RS 4. The hauling of fill materials was a bit slow due to 

quarry lease  problem with land owners. New quarry sites are being ex-

plored and selected to begin with the extraction contracts. The final prepara-

tion of the incremental cost estimate and work schedule was done.  Bids 

were announced for the construction of headwalls, wing walls and aprons of 

the 36” PVC culvert pipes along the RS 3. The contractor is selected and 

work will begin next quarter. 

United Nations Climate Change Conference COP-18 

The United Nations Climate Change Conference COP-18, was held in Doha, 

Qatar; during November 26 until December 7. Mr. Simpson Abraham, at-

tended this meeting and presented the Loss and Damage report from Kosrae 

during a side event titled “ Pioneering Study Shows Evidence of Loss and 

Damage today from the Front Lines of Climate Change”. Mr. Simpson 

joined four more experts, who discussed the findings based in nearly 1,800 

households interviews and 200 focus groups and stakeholders conducted in 

Bangladesh, Buthan, Gambia, Kenya and Micronesia. For more information 

on Policy Reports with case studies, press releases and fact sheets,  visit  

www.loss-and-damage.net   

Mr. Abraham presents Kosrae Loss and Damage report 

during the UN Climate Change Conference. Image by 

Simpson Abraham 

Disaster Management Training 



Media Training 
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Mr. Carlos Cianchini attended a Media training in Pohnpei from October 6-15. 

The training objective was to learn and practice how to produce written, radio and 

video awareness articles on climate change. Mr. Cianchini and Ruthey Luckymis, 

were in the written group, which practiced with an informative poster and 

newsletter. Also from Kosrae, Mr. Swenson Thompson took part in the video 

production.  A poster and a video script was written by Mr. Cianchini and with 

the help of Ruthey and Swenson, they will publish them by March 2013.  Media training 

Walung village is not connected by road and does not have power supply from 

the Kosrae Utilities Authority. People there depends on kerosene lamps or electri-

cal generators for their lightning needs. Now they will have access to one or two 

light bulbs for their children to study at night, powered by solar panels and batter-

ies. The FSM PACC secured assistance for this solar project. These equipment 

was funded by the European Union and implemented  by SPC North-REP. 

Around fifty households will be provided with these solar systems, that includes a 

solar panel, battery, one or two light bulbs and a radio. A nominal charge will be 

paid to the Kosrae Utilities Authority for spare parts that could be needed in the 

future. With this project, the people of Walung is reducing their carbon footprint 

and saving money. 

Solar System for Walung Households 

Showing the equipment to 

the residents. 

LED light bulb 

Installing the solar panel 

Kosrae in the UN CC Conference, COP –18 

International media cover the climate change issues that Kosrae faces in both the 

printed media as well as in video format.  Articles were written in The Guardian ,” 

CC Compensation emerges as major issue at Doha talks”; The Verb, “ Kos-

rae:Another Sinking Island” and the Climatepasifika blog, “Climate change im-

pacts bring Loss and Damage to FSM”. The video is the You Tube site under 

Simpson Abraham. You can access these articles and the video in our blogsite, 

fsmpacc.blogspot.com 

Mr. Abraham being  

interviewed during the  

UN CC Conference.  

Image by Simpsom  

Abraham 
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Pacific Islands Climate Education Partnership 

PACC PMU staff attended a Strategic Plan Activities meeting of the Pacific 

Islands Climate Education Partnership. The meeting included science educators 

from the island, including Elementary and High School teachers, NGO’s and 

government agencies working in climate initiatives. The objective of this meeting 

is organizing a Local Professional  Community (LPLC) for climate education on 

Kosrae. 

New Administrative Officer 

 The new FSM PACC Administrative officer, Mr. Ginny T. Jose. He is from 

Malem Village. He has prior experience in financial and administrative matters 

from his service with  the U.S. Marine Corps service.  

Mr. Ginny T. Jose 

Loss and Damage in Vulnerable Countries Initiative 

 Loss and damage are the negative effects of climate variability and climate change 

that people have not been able to deal or adapt to. It is a reality for the communities 

that are vulnerable. Changes in climate are increasing in intensity and the adapta-

tion is limited. Not addressing loss and damage will adversely affect sustainable  

development. Case studies where conducted in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Gambia, 

Kenya and Kosrae.  The case study research in these countries took peoples  

perspectives on the loss and damage by showing how the communities adapt and 

deal with the negative impacts of the change in climate and the consequences of 

failed adaptation measures. The aim of this project is  to support Least Developed 

Countries (LCDs) in climate negotiations at international meetings, by providing 

real life stories of loss and damage. This will be achieved by knowing how loss ans 

damage is incurred by households based in interactions between climatic and liveli-

hood factors. 

 

 Kosrae is particularly vulnerable to climate change as the rising sea level is exacer-

bate coastal erosion, storm surge. Communities have adopted many measures 

against coastal erosion such as building sea walls and planting trees along the 

shore. As individual households are largely left to their own, most adopted meas-

ures are insuffient. In Kosrae, 363 households were interviewed. 87% said they ex-

perienced coastal erosion, 80% had an impact on their household economy, affect-

ing crops(69%) and housing (53%). Also twelve in-depth interviews and six focus -  

groups  discussions were done. For more information visit the Loss and Damage 

site at loss-and-damage.net  

 

Senator Josiah Wakuk 

Utwe community meeting 
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The PACC Newsletter is a quarterly publication to share the project achievements and news to our stake-

holders and colleagues. It is written, revised and edited by the PACC project coordinator and assistant. The 

photos where  taken by Carlos Cianchini unless credited to another person. 

Contact us at: 

fsmpacc@mail.fm 

cjcianchini@yahoo.com 

ABOUT PACC FSM: 

The Federated States of Micronesia is part of the 14 member countries under the Pacific Adaptation to Climate 

Change Project. PACC FSM is adapting coastal road designs to take into consideration the impacts of climate 

change. The Project is implemented by the United Nations Development Programme in partnership with the 

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme. It is funded by the Global Environment Facility 

and the Australian Government. For more information click on link: PACC FSM 

New Pressure Transducer Installed 

We received the new pressure transducer for the Okat tide level meter. We in-

stalled it on December 12. On December 18, we recharge the satellite transmit-

ting system to relay the data collected to the meteorologists in charge of analiz-

ing the data. The data is received in the National Institute of Water & Atmos-

pheric Research Ltd. (NIWA) in New Zealand; and includes rainfall, solar ra-

diation and tide levels. There was a problem with the system that was not re-

laying the information. We follow up with the Kosrae’s FSM Telecom office 

until they fixed and the data reach NIWA.  

New transducer installed 

Visit our blog at fsmpacc.blogspot.com  for the latest news and leave us your comments. 

The Island Climate Update 

Here is a monthly site with weather information and forecasts for Oceania re-

gion. Oceania region. Parameter included are rainfall, sea surface tempera-

tures, El Nino/ Southern Oscillation (ENSO) status and the South Pacific Con-

vergence zone forecast.  This update publication is a collaboration of the mete-

orological services of the Pacific Islands, Australia, France, United Kingdom, 

New Zealand, NOAA and the World Meteorological Organization.  You can 

acess the Update  by this link www.niwa.co.nz/climate/icu . NIWA is the Na-

tional Institute of Water & Atmospheric Research Ltd. From New Zealand. 

Our meteorological data is transmitted to them and they provide us with the 

tide tables for Kosrae. 

Landslide in the upland. 

Caused by  Merremia vine 

infestation and heavy  

rainfall 

http://www.sprep.org/PACC-Countries/pacc-federated-states-of-micronesia

