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State of Conservation in Oceania

For the 9th Pacific Islands Conference on Nature Conservation and Protected Areas, the Secretariat of the Pacific
Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) commissioned an assessment of the status of biodiversity and
conservation in Oceania. This comprehensive regional report summarises the key findings on the state of
conservation in the 22 countries and territories of the Pacific islands region.
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Major pressures on native Pacific species with threat level
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Major pressures faced by single country endemic species in the Pacific
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Pressure on species

A variety of threats were observed to be
impacting species. For terrestrial and
freshwater species, invasive species
impacted on the largest number of
threatened species, followed by land-use
change due to agriculture, farming and
forestry activities and resource extraction.

In marine ecosystems, the greatest
pressure comes from climate change
(temperature rise and ocean acidification),
eutrophication, physical disturbance,
over-fishing, loss of habitat,
sedimentation, competition and
predation by crown-of-thorns starfish.

Endemic species are those found only on
one Pacificisland, or one group of islands.
As a result, they are particularly vulnerable
to the consequences of human activity.
More than 2,000 single country endemics
have been recorded amongst the 22
Pacific island countries and territories. Of
these, 115 are Extinctand 12 are Extinct in
the Wild (exist only in captivity), and 45%
are classified as Threatened (Critically
Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable).




Regional Level Assessment

A set of indicators was used to assess the current state of conservation in the Pacific Islands of Oceania. From this
analysis, it is clear that a number of actions should occur by 2020, not only to allow countries to meet their obligations
under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and achieve the Aichi Targets, but also to ensure a region that
retains its rich diversity of resources.

Maintaining ecosystem health and sustainability should be as fundamental a goal as economic development. The

adoption of sustainable practices can empower local communities, help maintain the cultural richness of Pacific
Ocean countries and territories, and reduce the human footprint on the Pacific.
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Protected Areas

The establishment of protected areas is a key mechanism for countries to conserve their biodiversity.
The traditional approach to conservation in Oceania, in the form of community managed areas, also plays a
fundamental role in the conservation of biodiversity in the Pacific and will continue to do so.

Under Aichi Target 11, Parties to the CBD have committed to expanding protected areas (and other
effective area-based mechanisms) to cover 17% of the terrestrial surface and 10% of the marine yd
surface, “especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity”.
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- Terrestrial areas

Oceania has a total land area of approximately 559,591km?. Protected terrestrial areas cover
27,805 km? of this land, or 5% of the total land across the region. Only four countries have reached
B — the terrestrial target set out under the international CBD Aichi Target 11: Pitcairn Islands (81%),
“—— New Caledonia (51%), Guam (27%) and Kiribati (22%). Five countries have a negligible proportion

— (<2%) of their land protected.

Protected Area coverage of the terrestrial and marine areas in each country
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Oceania has an area of ocean of approximately 62,761,420km? including international waters or
28,645,345km? of Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs). In 2013, Protected Marine Areas cover 575,857
km? of this area (less than 2%). Only Kiribati has exceeded the marine target set out under CBD
Aichi Target 11, with 12% of its territorial waters protected. Most countries and territories (17 out
of 22) have a negligible proportion (<2%) of their territorial waters protected.

In the Pacific islands, 26 Ecologically or
Biologically Significant Marine Areas
(EBSAs), with a combined area of
13,755,764 km? have been identified (see
map on right).

EBSAs are marine areas in need of
protection in open-ocean waters and
deep-sea habitats. The majority of overlap
with more than one country and cross
international waters.
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Priority Areas in the Pacific Islands Region

The establishment of protected areas is a key mechanism for countries to conserve their biodiversity. Priority sites
are now being identified throughout Pacific island countries and territories and these are highlighted in the State
of Conservation in Oceania report.
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Alliance for Zero Extinction (AZE) sites are a joint initiative
of biodiversity conservation organisations from around the
world. They aim to prevent extinctions by identifying and
safeguarding key locations.

The Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) identify networks of
marine and terrestrial sites that are critical for the
conservation of globally important biodiversity.
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Important Bird Areas (IBAs) use birds to select key sites for
conservation, identifying sites that are directly important
for bird conservation, and which therefore represent
potentially high priorities for formal protection and
conservation actions. Birds have been shown to be

Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas
(EBSAs) are marine areas with significant open-ocean
water and deep-sea habitats. EBSAs are identified due to
their rarity; special importance for threatened,
endangered or declining species and/or habitats;
vulnerability, fragility, sensitivity, or slow recovery;

extremely good indicators of overall biodiversity.

biological productivity and biological diversity.
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Species Protection

The Pacificislands of Oceania are characterised by a high degree of ecosystem and species diversity. The
region contains thousands of isolated small coral atolls and higher volcanic islands, which has led to the
high diversity of species found today. Extinction rates are disproportionately high on islands - 80% of all
known species extinctions have occurred on islands.

The Melanesian island nations of Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, New Caledonia, Vanuatu and
Fiji are the most species rich countries, and also contain a high proportion of endemic species. The
western Micronesian islands, which are closer to Papua New Guinea and other islands of Melanesia, tend
to be more speciesrich than the isolated islands in the eastern parts of Polynesia; this equates to a much
higher species blod|ver5|ty in Melanesia compared to the true |s|ands in the east of the reglon hich
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IUCN Red List species in the Pacific
The current distribution, status, and extinction risk of W Edtinct

m Extinctin the Wild

species found in Oceania, were examined according
to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Categories
and Criteria.

W (Gitically Endangered
Endangered
Vulnerable

Near Threatened

The 2013 Red List includes assessments for 5,797
species found in the Pacific Islands. The Red Listed
Species are grouped by Category (in Figure on right).

W Least Concern

Data Deficient

‘ﬂ' Species groups and levels of coverage by protected areas

Spatial data on the distribution of individual species are available for nine taxonomic groups,
comprising 2,777 species of mammals, birds, amphibians, marine bony fishes, cartilaginous fishes,
corals, decapods, mangroves and seagrasses.

100% Protected areas in the region
provide very little coverage for

0% | these species (Figure on left). Only

- 1% or less of birds, amphibians and
2 60%
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;5 0% 4 P distributions completely covered
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Note: Figures in parentheses indicate number of species
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