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Our mission is to reduce marine debris in our oceans
But if all we do is clean-up, that’s all we’ll ever do!
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The Solution? The Australian Marine Debris Initiative

Beach & river clean-ups Sorting debris Data collection

AMDI DatabaseTrack to the sourceSource Reduction Plans

http://amdi.tangaroablue.org/


200 Source Reduction Plans 
implemented
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AMDI Statistics – 2004 - 2018

2700 clean-up locations 115,000 volunteers

11 million items of data

1,000 partners –
community, 

government and 
industry
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81 shipping containers lost 1st June – NSW, Australia
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Shipping Container Debris on NSW Central Coast
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Shipping Container Debris
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Resources

Marine Debris 
Identification Manual

1. How To Sections
2. All categories shown

with photos and
examples

3. Can download from
www.tangaroablue.org

http://www.tangaroablue.org/
https://www.tangaroablue.org/
https://www.tangaroablue.org/resources/id-manual.html
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AMDI App

http://amdi.tangaroablue.org/
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Australian Marine Debris Initiative App - Introduction
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Home Page & Menu



www.tangaroablue.org

Collection Information Page
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Collection Information Page

Hints:
- Hours can be part hours e.g. 1.5
- Number of people needs to be a whole 

number
- A standard clean-up bag – 56 litres
- Weight can be done with fish scales or 

estimated in kilograms
- Length can be measured with a tape or 

on Google Earth
- Organisations can include schools, 

councils, NGOs etc. – separate them 
with a comma e.g. Suva School, Suva 
Council
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Location – turn location on in your phone
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Location
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Items – finding the right category
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Items – finding the right category
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Items – finding the right category
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Items – not sure if you have the right category?
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Recording data – item information
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Recording data – country of origin & brand information
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Pollution Rating
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Pollution Rating
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Microplastic Data
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Microplastic Data
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Microplastic Data
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Conditions
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Last checks!



www.tangaroablue.org

Uploading Data to the AMDI Database
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Uploading Data to the AMDI Database
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Uploading Data to the AMDI Database
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Australian Marine Debris Database

https://www.tangaroablue.org/database.html
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Beach Clean-up Logistics

Safety:
- Keep hydrated – drink water and work within your limits!
- Sunscreen and sun protection
- Shoes and don’t trip over the rocks
- Don’t stick your hands in holes – snakes, spiders etc
- Watch for sharp items – broken glass 
- Don’t pick up needles - let me know we have sharps container
- Don’t pick up asbestos
- Bend you knees – look after your back
- Don’t pick up anything that is heavy or you think is dangerous
- Leave liquids in the bottle – might be something not nice!
- Work in pairs – kids to be supervised
- Please wear gloves
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Syringe – Briefing Sheet

https://www.tangaroablue.org/resources/fact-sheets/category/30-clean-up-safety-fact-sheets.html?download=90:syringe-safety-poster
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Silver Canister – Briefing Sheet

https://www.tangaroablue.org/resources/fact-sheets/category/30-clean-up-safety-fact-sheets.html?download=69:silver-canister-warning-poster
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Asbestos – Briefing Sheet

https://www.tangaroablue.org/resources/fact-sheets/category/30-clean-up-safety-fact-sheets.html?download=91:asbestos-warning-poster
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Beach Clean-up Logistics

How the clean-up will work:
- Work in teams – we will give you a team number
- Each team will clean a different area
- Make sure you pick up the small stuff as well as the big 

stuff – all man made items
- We’ll call teams in one at a time to collect the data
- If you have a full bag bring it back to the data area
- Everyone will have a turn to do the data, we just need to 

keep the data teams manageable in size
- Finish at 11.45am and head back to the venue for lunch
- Photos being taken – if you don’t want to be in a photo 

just let us know
- Wash your hands before you eat!
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Support is available info@tangaroablue.org

For more information on volunteering or donating please visit 
www.tangaroablue.org
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