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SPREP Press Release

For Immediate Release                 25 February 2008

Regional Pacific Year of the Reef Campaign to be launched in Vanuatu 

Vanuatu is the home of the Pacific-wide launch of the 2008 Pacific Year of the Reef campaign. This Wednesday in Port Vila, the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and key partners will kick off the regional campaign to encourage the peoples of the Pacific to take urgent action to save the region’s coral reefs. 

The slogan ‘strong reefs, strong islands’ embodies two significant messages of the campaign; the need for future marine and coral reef projects as well as deriving lessons from the past.  These will be key points during the official launch this week, according to SPREP’s Coral Reef Management Officer, Caroline Vieux.

“Our first key message of ‘provider, protector’ sums up the importance of coral reefs to our livelihoods, lifestyles, and cultures; and as a defender of our islands against destructive events such as storm surges, ” Ms Vieux stated. 

“The other key message of ‘it’s time to give back’ encourages action that builds on the high levels of awareness about the status and threats to coral reefs in the Pacific,” she added.  

SPREP encourages Members to use the regional campaign plan as a guide to develop national actions that best meet their needs. Work has begun in this regard in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Fiji, Guam, and Hawaii. 

According to SPREP's Education and Social Communications Adviser, Ms Tamara Logan, the current campaign builds on the solid foundation of awareness raised during the highly successful 1997 Pacific Year of the Coral Reef. 

 "This year's campaign is more strategic - it looks beyond raising awareness to inciting action at national and community levels by encouraging changes in people’s practices. A key way to do this is by promoting incentives and reducing barriers," Ms Logan explained.       

"This year-long campaign is only the beginning. Sustainable use of coral reefs will require long-term commitment by policy makers to protect one of the most unique features of our region," she elaborated. 

Action in partnership and sustainable use of reefs are the aims of the two well received regional schools competitions launched earlier this year by SPREP and its partners.  Resources, details, and closing dates for both the primary schools-focused “Legends of the Reef” competition and the ‘challengecoralreef’ competition for secondary school students have been widely distributed and are available at www.sprep.org/pyor. 

Prizes for both competitions have been made possible with support from the Coral Reef Initiatives for the Pacific (CRISP) programme, the International Coral Reef Action Network, and the United Nations Foundation.

For more details and information you can contact SPREP’s Coral Reef Management Officer, Caroline Vieux in Port Vila, Vanuatu on phone (678) 28 725 
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