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SPREP Media Release

7 April 2008

Youth grab chances to define coral reef protection needs  

Youth and children across the Pacific responded enthusiastically to opportunities to plan actions to save coral reefs and illustrate the importance of these unique and rich ecosystems to their communities through entries submitted for two regional schools competitions, which recently closed.    

The competitions, which were run by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) as part of the 2008 Pacific Year of the Reef (PYOR) campaign and closed at the end of March, attracted more than 350 entries from across the region for both the ‘challengecoralreef’ and the ‘Legends of the Reef competitions. 

In acknowledging the overwhelming interest and large number of entries, SPREP Director, Mr Asterio Takesy, said the response of youth and children around the region is an encouraging sign of the values of the Pacific’s future leaders.  

“The numbers of entries speak volumes of the growing interest youth and children of our Pacific region have in doing meaningful actions for their natural environment, such coral reefs. This is a healthy indication of the quality of our youth, tomorrow’s leadership,” Mr Takesy declared.

Almost 30 groups of 13-18 year olds submitted action plans for the ‘challengecoralreef’ competition. The competition invited youth groups to develop activities that they could implement to help solve problems they identified as affecting reefs important to their communities. Groups with the five best action plans will be designated ‘Coral Reef Champions’ by mid April and will be provided with funding to implement their priority actions in Phase 2 of the competition. 

Primary school-aged children also took the opportunity to express the cultural importance reefs to our Pacific lifestyles through more than 320 story and poster entries for the ‘Legends of the Reef’ competition for 5-12 year old individuals. 

SPREP and campaign partners will judge all entries, which were received from most member countries and territories in both English and French. Winners of the ‘Legends of the Reef’ competition will be notified by May and winning entries will be posted on the PYOR webpage and displayed at all SPREP events for the duration of the campaign. 

The engagement of youth by inciting action and changes in behaviour has been a focus of the schools competitions and will continue into the later phases of the ‘challengecoralreef’ competition. 

Campaign products for other target audiences will be introduced throughout the year and will include new socio-economic monitoring guidelines, an example of natural resource governance, and reef economic valuations. 

For more details please contact SPREP’s Pacific Year of the Reef Campaign Coordinator Sereima Savu.  T: (685) 21929 F: (685) 20321 E: sereimas@sprep.org
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