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Legends of the Reef Competition Winners: Culture and creativity raise awareness of nature    

Students from Cook Islands, Niue, Samoa, and Vanuatu took top honours in a two-month regional competition that illustrated cultural values of coral reefs and showcased the creativity of Pacific students. 

Students from around the Pacific islands region submitted over 320 legends and poster entries for the ‘Legends of the Reef’ competition that was part of the 2008 Pacific Year of the Reef campaign run by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and partners.

Due to the quality and types of entries, three additional judging categories were created. 

First places in the overall, legend, and story categories were shared between Vaiala Beach School of Samoa and Samoa Primary School. Subjects ranged from patterns of turtle shells and tattoos, the origin of reefs, and dolphin sightings at a particular place. 

Entries from Niue Primary School and Apii Te Uki Ou of Cook Islands took second and third places, respectively, in the overall category. Both legends explained the distribution of fish around their islands.    

An entry from Vila East School in Vanuatu was judged best poster for artistic skill, illustrating a diversity of reef life, and depicting a campaign theme “coral reef: provider, protector.” 

SPREP Director, Mr Asterio Takesy, who praised participants’ awareness of the cultural significance of coral reefs, lauded the enthusiasm and remarkable talent of the student entries. 

“I am extremely proud of these young people, who at such tender ages, are already expressing their sense of respect and care for the cultural values of reefs,” Takesy said.

Winning entries can be viewed on the campaign webpage at www.sprep.org/PYOR. Individual winners will receive prizes, as will their schools, and each participating school will receive an education pack.

For more details please contact SPREP’s Pacific Year of the Reef Campaign Coordinator Sereima Savu.  T: (685) 21929 F:(685) 20231 E: sereimas@sprep.org
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