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Introduction

The Government of Fiji through the Fiji Meteorological Service hosted the sixth Meeting of the Pacific
Meteorological Council (PMC-6), which convened at the Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa in Denarau, Nadi, Fiji
from 14 to 16 August 2023. The PMC-6 included representation from American Samoa, Australia, Cook
Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tokelau, Tuvalu, United Kingdom, United States of America,
and Vanuatu from the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services and the National Disaster
Management Offices. The PMC convened with the Secretariat support of the Secretariat of the Pacific
Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), and World Meteorological Organization (WMO) with the
presence of national, regional and global partners including from the United Nations, Council of
Regional Organisations of the Pacific, civil society, non-governmental organisations including the
Pacific Disability Forum and the private sector. Refer to annexes for agenda and participants list.

The Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC) is a specialised subsidiary body of SPREP, established at the
Fourteenth Regional Meteorological Services Directors (RMSD) meeting in Majuro, Marshall Islands in
August 2011 to facilitate and coordinate the scientific and technical programmes and activities of the
RMSD meeting. The PMC replaces the Regional Meteorological Services Directors body and provides
policy relevant advice to the SPREP Meeting on the needs and priorities of its member countries and
territories in relation to meteorology of weather and climate and related fields. The PMC normally
meets on a biannual basis.

The PMC-6 was organised around the following objectives:

=  Facilitate/Foster coordination, networking, sharing of information and discussions among
PMC's members, development partners, CROP agencies, United Nations’ agencies,
collaborating organisations and institutions on current status and advancement of weather,
climate, water ocean and related development services in support of national development
and a resilient Pacific;

= Discuss the Weather Ready Pacific Programme of Investment and its governance framework;

= Review the progress in the implementation of the PIMS through the PMC Panel work,
identifying achievements, challenges, and gaps; and

= Provide an opportunity for NDMO and national stakeholders to participate in the PMC
meeting.

The expected outcomes of the PMC-6 are:

=  Awareness of the shared progress of the PIMS and issues since PMC-5;

= Strengthened partnership and networking with development partners, CROP organisations,
United Nations’ agencies, collaborating organisations and institutions;

= |ncreased awareness of potential direct access to financial resources by PICTs for development
and advancement of weather, climate, water and ocean services;

= Discuss progress of the Review of the PMC and its Secretariat, the Pacific Meteorological Desk
Partnership (PMDP);

= Guidance is provided on the review of the Pacific Meteorological Strategy and the Pacific
Roadmap for Strengthened Climate Services

= Endorsement of the Weather Ready Pacific Governance Framework

= Updates provided from the PMC Panels (PICS, PIAWS, PIMOS, PIETR, PICI, PHS) on progress of
their works and directions for future works of PMC in the development of weather, climate,
water, and ocean services.
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https://www.pacificmet.net/pmc

This report offers a short synopsis of the working papers presented during the Meeting, the key
discussion points, and the Meeting recommendations. For more information on a given agenda item
please refer to the working papers and presentations that were submitted to the Meeting available at
the following website link: https://www.pacificmet.net/pmc/meetings/pmc-6/agenda
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Agenda Item 1. Opening Ceremony

1. The sixth Meeting of the Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC-6) opened with a prayer from the

Reverend Tevita Ramokosoi Kete, which entailed the key message of the duty of stewardship for
present and future generations, as led by ancestors of the past. Ms Lealaisalanoa Frances Reupena,
PMC-5 Chair and Chief Executive Officer of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of
the Government of Samoa delivered the opening address. Mr. Ben Churchill, representative of the
Secretary General for the WMO delivered one of the two keynote addresses as the shared
Secretariat of the PMC.

Mr. Sefanaia Nawadra, Director General of SPREP requested a moment of silence be observed in
respect of the lives lost and communities affected by the devastating wildfires in Maui, Hawaii. Mr.
Nawadra then delivered the second keynote address as the shared Secretariat for the PMC. The
official opening remarks were delivered by the PMC-6 Host Government of Fiji through the
Honourable Ro Filipe Qaranigio Tuisawau, Minister for Public Works, Communications, Transport
and Meteorological Services. Refer to annex for speeches.

The Secretariat acknowledged the remarks of the speakers, which noted the excellent support and
investment of the Fiji Government in hosting the PMC-6. The Secretariat summarised the key
messages from the opening session:

a. 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent as the Leaders endorsed overall framework
for sustainable development in the Pacific.

Importance of robust Early Warning Systems

Importance of reliable data

Resilience building

Weather Ready Pacific

Investment in partnerships

Need for coordination and collaboration across thematic areas and communities of
practice.

h. Institutional and human capacity building

i. Role of all stakeholders to serve the people of the Pacific.

m o oo T

Agenda Item 2. Organization of the Sixth Meeting of the Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC-6)

2.1: Election of Chair and Vice Chair for PMC-6

The Meeting:

4,

confirmed the Representative of Fiji as Chair; and
confirmed the Representative of Kiribati as Vice Chair.

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the Meeting host Fiji was appointed as Chair and
Kiribati was appointed as Vice Chair of the PMC.

5. Samoa through Ms. Lealaisalanoa Frances Reupena the outgoing PMC-5 Chair expressed

appreciation for the support received since 2019 and extended best wishes to the new Chair, Fiji
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by presenting Mr. Bipen Prakash with traditional Samoan gifts to signify status as “Leader of the
PMC.”

6. The Chair conveyed appreciation to the Meeting and acknowledged the great leadership of the
outgoing Chair, Samoa with the presentation of a tanoa to Ms. Lealaisalanoa Frances Reupena.

2.2: Adoption of Agenda and Programme Work
The Meeting:

I.  considered and adopted the Provisional Agenda; and

. approved hours of work.

2.3: Establishment of a Drafting Committee and the PMC and the Ministerial Outcome Statement.
The Meeting:

I.  Appointed an open-ended Report 6th Meeting of the Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC-6)
Drafting Committee consisting of American Samoa, Australia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, New
Zealand, and Samoa; and

Il.  Appointed an open-ended Ministerial Statement Drafting Committee consisting of Fiji, New

Zealand, Niue, Solomon Islands, and Tonga.

7. Fiji the Chair of PMC-6 would serve as Chair of the Ministerial Statement Drafting Committee and
Kiribati as the Vice Chair of PMC-6 would serve as Chair of the Report Drafting Committee.

Agenda Item 3. Setting the Scene for PMC-6: Objectives and Expected Outcomes
The Meeting:
1. Noted the objectives and expected outcomes of the meeting.

8. The Secretariat presented the theme of the meeting, “Sustaining Weather, Climate, Water and
Ocean Services for a Resilient Blue Pacific” aligned with the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders’ Agenda
and the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent.

9. The Secretariat welcomed the presence of the Pacific media, which was noted as an opportunity
to ensure that the priorities, and stories of the work in the region are reported to wider
stakeholders and communities.

10. The Secretariat then presented the objectives of the PMC-6:

a. Facilitate/Foster coordination, networking, sharing of information and discussions

among PMC's members, development partners, CROP agencies, United Nations’
agencies, collaborating organisations and institutions on current status and
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advancement of weather, climate, water ocean and related development services in
support of national development and a resilient Pacific;

b. Discuss the Weather Ready Pacific Programme of Investment and its governance
framework;

¢. Review the progress in the implementation of the PIMS through the PMC Panel work,
identifying achievements, challenges, and gaps; and

d. Provide an opportunity for NDMO and national stakeholders to participate in the PMC
meeting.

11. The Secretariat also shared the expected outcomes of the PMC-6 and invited the meeting to note
both the objectives and expected outcomes of the meeting.

a. Awareness of the shared progress of the PIMS and issues since PMC-5;

b. Strengthened partnership and networking with development partners, CROP
organisations, United Nations’ agencies, collaborating organisations and institutions;

¢. Increased awareness of potential direct access to financial resources by PICTs for
development and advancement of weather, climate, water and ocean services;
Discussion regional strategies related supporting the Pacific Meteorological Council

e. Discuss progress and Updates of the Weather Ready Pacific and the Governance
Framework

f. Updates provided from the PMC Panels (PICS, PIAWS, PIMOS, PIETR, PICI, PHS) on
progress of their works and directions for future works of PMC in the development of
weather, climate, water, and ocean services.

Agenda Item 4. Report on Actions Taken on Matters Arising from the 5th Meeting of the Pacific
Meteorological Council (PMC-5) and Ministerial Meeting Outcome

The Meeting:

. Noted actions taken against the decisions and directives of PMC-5.

Il. Noted the Secretariat noted the last in-person meeting of the PMC was held in Apia, Samoa in
August 2019. The impacts of COVID-19 and lockdown for over 2 years from 2020 to mid-2022
affected delivery of some of the key decisions.

1. Requested the Secretariat Panels and Partners to continue implementing outstanding
activities.
IV.  The Secretariat, Panels and partners have taken actions against some of the decisions and
directives from PMC-5 and actions related to the Ministerial Statements.
12. Key updates presented by the Secretariat included:
a. The alignment of the PMC with WMO Reform and the review of the PacMetDesk:
i. Terms of Reference finalised and funding allocated by the WMO/CREWS

ii. The review to be aligned to the Weather Ready Pacific governance structure.
iii. Completed in 2021
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b. Weather Ready Pacific established, and initial funding secured.
Donor and Development Engagement Platform and the development of the
Dashboard.

d. Completed projects such as NextGen, ROK-PI CLIPS, PPOA, CREWS1.0 and COSPPac-
2.

e. Started implementation of new projects such as CLIMSA, CREWS2.0, UNEP CIS-Pac5,
and COSPPac-3.

f. Continued implementing projects for the UKMO Fund and VanKIRAP.

13. The Secretariat noted the last in-person meeting of the PMC was held in Apia, Samoa in August
2019. The impacts of COVID-19 and lockdown for over 2 years from 2020 to mid-2022 affected
delivery of some of the key decisions.

14. The Secretariat, Panels and partners have taken actions against some of the decisions and
directives from PMC-5 and actions related to the Ministerial Statements.

15. Key updates presented by the Secretariat included:
a. The alignment of the PMC with WMO Reform and the review of the PacMetDesk:

i. Terms of Reference finalised and funding allocated by the WMO/CREWS
ii. The review to be aligned to the Weather Ready Pacific governance structure.
iii. Completed in 2021

b. Weather Ready Pacific established, and initial funding secured.
Donor and Development Engagement Platform and the development of the
Dashboard.

d. Completed projects such as NextGen, ROK-PI CLIPS, PPOA, CREWS1.0 and COSPPac-
2.

e. Started implementation of new projects such as CLIMSA, CREWS2.0, UNEP CIS-Pac5,
and COSPPac-3.

f. Continued implementing projects for the UKMO Fund and VanKIRAP.

Agenda Item 5. 19th World Meteorological Congress Outcomes and the Hydrology Assembly including
the Human and economic costs of weather, water, climate and ocean related events and socio-
economic benefits of investments in Hydro-met.

The Meeting:

. Noted the update on outcomes from the 19th World Meteorological Congress and the
Hydrological Assembly.
1. Noted the societal and economic costs incurred due to weather, climate and water related
disasters.
1. Further noted the importance of socioeconomic benefit assessments of weather, climate and
waters services and the gap that exists in terms of performing such assessments.
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Iv. Encouraged the conducting of socioeconomic benefits to raise awareness on the importance
of investing in weather, climate and water services in the region.

16. Marshall Islands acknowledged the presentation from WMO and requested the Secretariat share
the presentation so that it is available to all present in the meeting.

17. Samoa commended WMO on the presentation and acknowledged the usefulness of the
information presented, particularly with respect to the context of climate negotiations, where
work is still progressing on the Loss and Damage Finance Facility (LDFF). Samoa requested that the
information be made available to all members in preparation of the UNFCCC COP 28 in Dubai.

18. WMO conveyed appreciation for the feedback and responded that members would be shared a
copy of the presentation and provided support from the Panel directly through the WMO Pacific
Sub-Regional office.

19. Niue congratulated WMO on the presentation and acknowledged the work that has taken place
over the many years. Niue raised the work of WMO on the GGGW aligning with the work
undertaken by the UNFCCC for countries on their GHG inventories. WMO responded that they
remain committed to the GGGW but a