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Dear Members,

In preparation for the 17" Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD
COP17), the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) will be convening a
preparatory meeting for the Pacific Islands region from 21 — 25 September 2026 in Pacific Harbour,
Fiji.

The CBD COP17 is a major opportunity for ensuring that the unique situation of Small Island Developing
States are considered effectively in the design of biodiversity protections and monitoring as well as
resourcing of biodiversity-related actions over the next decade.

The main objectives of the Preparatory meeting are to provide a forum for the Pacific Parties to:

e coordinate a collaborative approach on key regional priority issues and prepare strategic re-
gional positions, as appropriate.

e strengthen engagement at the COP meeting with the One-CROP approach and facilitation of
technical backstopping by regional partners.

e facilitate capacity building with skills for negotiation and enhancing confidence.

e enhance political support with participants in the CBD Process and key priorities of PICTs.

The Secretariat would like to invite relevant technical officers from Australia and New Zealand who
can provide input and technical support during the preparatory meeting, and ideally who may also be
potentially attending CBD COP17. We specifically request technical support on any of the following
including Nagoya Protocol and Digital Sequencing Information (DSI), resource mobilisation and weav-
ing the nexus of the TPC negotiation skills to tackle biodiversity loss of our PICTs. We are happy to
discuss these needs in more detail as required.

You may also want to consider broader involvement for your country delegations for COP17 and their
involvement in the Pacific Pre-CBD COP17.

Please submit nominations by completing the attached nomination form (Annex 1) and conveying to
the contacts below.
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A resilient Pacific environment sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our cultures.
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The tentative agenda for the meeting is attached, and the final agenda will be shared in due course.
For further information, please contact Monifa Fiu, monifaf@sprep.org and Lina Dorovolomo,
linad@sprep.org.
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Sefanaia Nawadra
Director General
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Cc: Susan McErlain
Kevin Yang
Pacific and Regional Section
International Environment Branch
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW)
Australia
Email: pacific.environment@dcceew.gov.au

Jennifer King

Program Manager

Pacific Climate Section (Contractor)

Pacific Regional, Climate and Communications
Branch (RCB) Pacific Strategy Division
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Email: jennifer.king@dfat.gov.au

Ryan McLane

Lead Advisor

Climate Change & Environment Team
Development People & Planet Division
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade
New Zealand

Email: Ryan.McLane@mfat.govt.nz

Alison Carlin (DEVPP)

Unit Manager

Climate Change & Environment Team
Development People & Planet Division
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade
New Zealand

Email: alison.carlin@mfat.govt.nz

Rachel Chisholm

Senior Adviser

Climate Change & Environment Team
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade
Wellington, New Zealand

Email: rachel.chisholm@mfat.govt.nz
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