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MESSAgE FROM MR. kOSI LATu, DIRECTOR gENERAL OF SPREP

greetings from the SPREP Campus,

The month of May saw the People’s Republic of China reaffirming their support for 
a resilient Pacific through the official handover of its annual financial assistance to 
SPREP. The assistance, a total of uSD 200,000, is part of the Chinese government’s 
support of uSD 1 million over five years, pledged by President Xi Jinping. China has 
been supporting the work of SPREP since 1998, and I would like to acknowledge and 
thank them for their continous support, and for believing in our vision of a resilient 
Pacific environment sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our 
cultures. 

we also celebrated the International Day for Biological Diversity on 22 May under the theme 
“Our solutions are in nature.”  This theme rings true, as nature-based solutions can support 
climate change adaptation, food and water security, and sustainable livelihoods. Biodiversity also 
provides the answer to a number of sustainable development challenges we are currently facing. 
 
Despite border closures and a temporary stop given to travel by SPREP staff, our Environmental 
Monitoring and governance were still able to deliver trainining on Environmental Impact 
Assessments and Social Sustainability for the Environment and Conservation Department in 
kiribati. The training was conducted virtually, and was hailed a great success. 

Over the past few months, we have been giving our Members and the general public an insight 
into some of our SPREP staff, through a Q&A series we have been running on our website and 
social media. In this issue of the SPREP-Tok, we share these Q&A profiles of our staff, giving you, 
our readers, the opportunity to get to know a bit more about the work they do, and how they 
help us best serve our Member countries. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the SPREP-Tok. 

 
Soifua,
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ChINA’S SuPPORT FOR A RESILIENT PACIFIC 
REMAINS STEADFAST IN ThE FACE OF COVID-19 

The government of the People’s Republic of China reaffirmed 
its support for a resilient Pacific through its annual financial 
assistance presented to SPREP at the recently completed 
Pacific Climate Change Centre in May. 

READ MORE …

https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PEIN
https://twitter.com/SprepChannel
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secratariat-of-the-Pacific-Regional-Environment-Programme-SPREP/286089054916778
https://www.sprep.org/news/chinas-support-for-a-resilient-pacific-remains-steadfast-in-the-face-of-covid-19


How mucH are HealtHy sea turtles wortH to 
you? 

wwF is committed to stopping the decline of marine turtles 
and is advocating for greater protection against the threats 
they face. Please take this 5-minute survey to express the 
importance you place on marine turtle conservation 

take tHe survey . . .

strengtHenIng capacIty of pacIfIc met 
SERVICES

Mr Tile Tofaeono is the Climate Prediction Services 
Coordinator. he works with Pacific National Meteorological 
Services to strengthen their capacity, which in turn 
contributes to local community resilience and national 
development planning. 

READ MORE … 
 
PACIFIC ISLANDS MEDIA – ChAMPIONS FOR OuR 
ENVIRONMENT  

If you know of Pacific island people or organisations that 
have shown innovation and/or outstanding commitment 
in the field of environmental media, then now is the time 
to nominate them for the 2020 Pacific Islands Environment 
Leadership Awards media category. 
 
READ MORE …

PACIFIC ISLANDS ShARE EIA EXPERIENCE AT ANNuAL 
CONFERENCE OF NEw zEALAND ASSOCIATION FOR 

hELPINg SOLOMON ISLANDS BuILD RESILIENCE 
tHrougH ecosystem-based adaptatIon 

Mr Fred Siho Patison is the SPREP Pacific Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation to Climate Change (PEBACC) Country Manager 
for Solomon Islands, based in honiara. PEBACC focuses on 
strengthening and protecting natural ecosystem services to 
enhance resilience to climate change. 

READ MORE … 
 
FIRST VIRTuAL EIA AND ESS TRAININg DELIVERED FOR 
kIRIBATI 

Despite travel restrictions in the Pacific due to COVID-19, 
SPREP continued to deliver training to its Members to 
strengthen capacity on environmental management 
through tailored online training. 

READ MORE … 
 
TACkLINg PLASTIC POLLuTION AND MARINE OIL 
SPILLS IN ThE PACIFIC 

Mr Anthony Sumasafu Talouli is the Pollution Adviser 
with SPREP’s waste Management and Pollution Control 
Programme. he works with our Members to address marine 
oil and hazardous noxious substances spills, as well as plastic 
pollution.

READ MORE …
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PROTECTINg PACIFIC gENETIC RESOuRCES AND 
ASSOCIATED TRADITIONAL kNOwLEDgE 

Ms ‘Ofa Ma’asi-kaisamy is the Access and Benefit Sharing 
(ABS) Project Legal Adviser at SPREP. This regional project 
helps Pacific island members ratify the Nagoya Protocol, 
and ensure fair and equitable benefit-sharing when genetic 
resources leave the country providing those resources. 

READ MORE …

nIue state of envIronment report endorsed by 
CABINET

Niue’s State of Environment report is now completed, 
endorsed, and ready to be launched. As the world grapples 
with the COVID-19 crisis, now is an opportunity to rethink 
approaches to environmental sustainability. 

READ MORE …

Happy InternatIonal day for bIologIcal 
dIversIty 

“Our solutions are in nature” is the theme for this year’s 
International Day for Biological Diversity observed annually 
on 22 May. Nature-based solutions can support climate 
change adaptation, food and water security, and sustainable 
livelihoods, and biodiversity provides the answer to a number 
of sustainable development challenges. 

READ MORE …

PROTECTINg ThE PACIFIC FROM hAzARDOuS wASTES 
AND ChEMICALS

Mr Joshua Sam, hazardous waste Management Adviser 
for SPREP’s waste Management and Pollution Control 
pogramme, was the mission leader for a month-long 
assignment to Papua New guinea, as part of a global 
initiative aimed at improving management of chemicals and 
wastes.

READ MORE …

https://www.surveygizmo.eu/s3/90184053/Turtle-survey
https://www.sprep.org/news/building-pacific-resilience-through-strengthening-capacity-of-pacific-met-services-a-qa-with-mr-tile-tofaeono-climate-prediction-services-coordinator
https://www.sprep.org/news/pacific-islands-media-champions-for-our-environment
https://www.sprep.org/news/helping-solomon-islands-build-resilience-through-ecosystem-based-adaptation-qa-with-mr-fred-patison-pebacc-solomon-islands-country-manager
https://www.sprep.org/news/first-virtual-eia-and-ess-training-delivered-for-kiribati-environment-and-conservation-division
https://www.sprep.org/news/tackling-plastic-pollution-and-marine-oil-spills-in-the-pacific-a-qa-with-mr-anthony-talouli-pollution-adviser
https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PEIN
https://twitter.com/SprepChannel
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secratariat-of-the-Pacific-Regional-Environment-Programme-SPREP/286089054916778
https://www.sprep.org/news/protecting-pacific-genetic-resources-and-associated-traditional-knowledge-qa-with-ms-ofa-maasi-kaisamy-abs-project-legal-adviser
https://www.sprep.org/news/niue-state-of-environment-report-endorsed-by-cabinet
https://www.sprep.org/news/happy-international-day-for-biological-diversity
https://www.sprep.org/news/protecting-the-pacific-from-hazardous-wastes-and-chemicals-a-q-a-with-mr-joshua-sam-sprep-hazardous-waste-management-adviser

