PACIFIC ISLANDS YEAR OF THE WHALE DECLARATION 2016/17

We, the undersigned Ministers and government officials from Pacific Islands
and Territories gathered at the Whales in a Changing Ocean conference held in
Nuku’alofa, Kingdom of Tonga, 4-6 April 2017, to celebrate the Year of the
Whale in the Pacific Islands and Territories:

CONSCIOUS of the deep cultural relationship, including traditional knowledge,
between whales and Pacific peoples;

RECALLING that many species of large whales that overwinter in Pacific islands
breeding grounds were reduced to near-extinction by industrial whaling fleets
in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries;

AWARE that some populations of these species are now recovering in
numbers, thanks to the global moratorium on commercial whaling imposed
and maintained by the International Whaling Commission;

GRATEFUL that many Pacific island countries and territories have established
legislation, whale sanctuaries, and other commitments which add to the
regional protection of whales;

NOTING that for many Pacific island countries and territories, the presence of
whales in their waters is an important cultural resource, and that well-
managed whale-watching activities can promote sustainable economic
benefits;

AWARE also that recovering populations of whales in the Pacific island
countries and territories are now at risk from an emerging range of new
threats, including climate change, entanglement in marine debris, by-catch in
fishing operations, noise and pollution;

ENDORSING the Year of the Whale theme that whales are living sentinels that
reflect and contribute to the health of our oceans;

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGING the generous hospitality of the Government of
Tonga and the excellent arrangements provided to host the Whales in a
Changing Ocean conference;



Déclaration des lles du Pacifique sur ’Année de la Baleine 2016/2017

Nous, soussignés Ministres et représentants officiels des lles et Territoires du Pacifique
rassemblés a la Conférence sur les Baleines dans un Océan en Changement « Whales in a
Changing Ocean Conference » tenue a Nuku'alofa, Royaume des Tonga, du 4 au 6 Avril
2017, pour célébrer I'Année de la Baleine dans les fles et Territoires du Pacifique:

CONSCIENTS du lien culturel profond, incluant des connaissances traditionnelles, entre les
baleines et les peuples du Pacifique;

RAPPELANT que de nombreuses espéces de grandes baleines venant passer I'hiver dans
les aires de reproduction du Pacifique ont été réduites a la quasi-extinction par les flottes
haleiniéres industrielles au cours des XiXe et XXe siécles;

AVERTIS qu'a présent les chiffres de certaines populations de ces espéces se redressent,
grace au moratoire mondial sur la chasse commerciale a la baleine imposé et maintenu par
la Commission baleiniére internationale;

RECONNAISSANT que de nombreux Etats et territoires insulaires du Pacifique ont mis en
place une législation, des sanctuaires de baleines et pris d'autres engagements qui
accroissent la protection régionale des baleines;

NOTANT que pour de nombreux Etats et territoires insulaires du Pacifique, la présence de
baleines dans leurs eaux représente une ressource culturelle importante, et que des
activités d'observation de baleines bien organisées peuvent favoriser des retombées
économiques durables;

CONSCIENTS aussi que les populations de haleines en voie de rétablissement dans les
Etats et les territoires insulaires du Pacifique sont désormais confrontées a de nouvelles
menaces, incluant le changement climatique, la prise au piége dans des débris marins, les
prises accidentelles au cours d'opérations de péche, le bruit et la pollution;

SOUSCRIVANT au théme de 'Année de la Baleine que les baleines sont des sentinelles
vivantes qui refletent et contribuent a la santé de nos océans;

RECONNAISSANT AVEC GRATITUDE la généreuse hospitalité du Gouvernement des
Tonga et les excellents arrangements fournis pour accueillir la Conférence sur les Baleines
dans un Océan en Changement;

RECONNAISSANT les contributions des agences régionales et internationales, OIG, ONG,
du secteur privé et d’autres acteurs dans la promotion de la reconstitution des populations
de baleines ;

EN CONSEQUENCE;



RECONNAISSONS que les engins de péche perdus et abandonnés sont l'une des formes
de débris marins les plus nocives pour les baleines et que des mesures urgentes pour
prévenir et réduire de fagon significative la pollution marine sont nécessaires:

LOUONS l'engagement du PROE a produire un Plan d'Action pour les Baleines et les
Dauphins afin de fournir un cadre pour les activités de conservation dans la région des fles
du Pacifique pour les années 2018-2023;

DEMANDONS aux experts présents a la Conférence sur les Baleines dans un Océan en
Changement de travailler avec le PROE a I'élaboration d’un projet de Plan d'Action pour les
Baleines et les Dauphins afin qu’ils 'examinent et 'approuvent lors de la réunion annuelle du
PROE en Septembre 2017,

DEMANDONS au PROE de s'engager avec les iles et les territoires du Pacifique et d’autres
acteurs afin d'identifier les principaux besoins en développement des capacités de
conservation des baleines, pour examen dans le cadre du plan d'action 2018-2023 sur les
baleines et les dauphins;

ENGAGEONS nos gouvernements a collaborer avec d'autres iles et territoires du Pacifique
pour assurer un avenir slr aux haleines dans la région du Pacifique insulaire;

ACCUEILLONS l'engagement et la contribution de toutes les parties prenantes dans cette
entreprise, y compris les OIG, les ONG, les milieux universitaires, le secteur privé, la société
civile et les communautés locales;

ACCUEILLONS de nouveaux partenariats, y compris des organisations multilatérales, pour
mettre en ceuvre les engagements volontaires des iles et territoires du Pacifique pour
répondre aux aspirations de cette Déclaration.

Cette Déclaration restera ouverte aux signatures jusqu’au 31 Décembre 2017



Signée a Nuku’alofa le 6 Avril 2017 par les Ministres et représentants de :

Suzi Heaton

Département de I'Environnement et
De I'Energie

Australie

Hon Kiriau Turepu
Ministre pour 'Environnement
fles Cook

Joshua Wycliffe
Secrétaire Permanent
pour 'Environnement
Fidji

Amy Laurenson
Conseiller Spécial, MFAT
Nouvelle-Zélande

Soumynie Kartadiwirja
Chef de Cabinet, Ministére de I'Economie
Nouvelle-Calédonie

Percy Bitoch
Conseiller Supérieur des Péches
Palau

Michael Kaiglo Bongro
Directeur des Projets Spéciaux
CEPA
Papouasie-Nouvelle-Guinée

Hon Fiame Mataafa
Vice Premier Ministre
Samoa

Mikaele Fatia
Directeur des Péches
Tokelau

Hon Fakahau
Ministre des Péches
Tonga

Fakavae Taomia
DG, Cabinet du Premier Ministre
Tuvalu

Ryan J. Wulff

Administration Nationale
Océanique et Atmosphérique
Etats-Unis d’Amérique



Signée a Manille le 24 Octobre 2017 a la CMS COP

N,

M. Laurent LEGODEC
Chargé d’Affaires a Manille
France



Pacific Islands Year of the Whale Declaration 2016/17
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We, the undersigned Ministers and government officials from Pacific Islands and Territories
gathered at the Whales in a Changing Ocean conference held in Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of

Tonga, 4-6 April 2017, to celebrate the Year of the Whale in the Pacific Islands and
Territories:

CONSCIOUS of the deep cultural relationship, including traditional knowledge, between
whales and Pacific peoples;

RECALLING that many species of large whales that overwinter in Pacific islands breeding

grounds were reduced to near-extinction by industrial whaling fleets in the Nineteenth and
Twentieth Centuries;

AWARE that some populations of these species are now recovering in numbers, thanks to
the global moratorium on commercial whaling imposed and maintained by the International
Whaling Commission;

GRATEFUL that many Pacific island countries and territories have established legislation,
whale sanctuaries, and other commitments which add to the regional protection of whales;

NOTING that for many Pacific island countries and territories, the presence of whales in their
waters is an important cultural resource, and that well-managed whale-watching activities
can promote sustainable economic benefits;

AWARE also that recovering populations of whales in the Pacific island countries and
territories are now at risk from an emerging range of new threats, including climate change,
entanglement in marine debris, by-catch in fishing operations, noise and pollution;

ENDORSING the Year of the Whale theme that whales are living sentinels that reflect and
contribute to the health of our oceans;

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGING the generous hospitality of the Government of Tonga

and the excellent arrangements provided to host the Whales in a Changing Ocean
conference;

ACKNOWLEDGING the contributions of regional and international agencies, IGOs, NGOs,
private sector and others to promote the recovery of whale populations:

NOW THEREFORE

RECOGNISE that lost and abandoned fishing gear is one of the most harmful forms of
marine debris for whales, and that accelerated action to prevent and significantly reduce
marine pollution is needed;

COMMEND SPREP’s commitment to the production of a Whale and Dolphin Action Plan to
provide a framework for conservation activities in the Pacific islands region 2018-2023;



REQUEST the experts at the Whales in a Changing Ocean conference to work with SPREP
to develop a draft Whale and Dolphin Action Plan for their review and endorsement at the
SPREP Annual Meeting in September 2017;

REQUEST SPREP to engage with Pacific islands and territories and others to identify key
capacity development needs for the conservation of whales, for consideration in the 2018-
2023 Whale and Dolphin Action Plan;

COMMIT our governments to collaborations with other Pacific islands and territories to
provide a secure future for whales in the Pacific islands region;

WELCOME the engagement and contribution of all stakeholders in this endeavour, including
IGOs, NGOs, academia, the private sector, civil society and local communities;

WELCOME new partnerships including multilateral organisations, to implement voluntary
commitments by Pacific islands and territories to meet the aspirations of this Declaration.

This Declaration will remain open for signature until 31 December 2017



Signed in Manila at the 12" Conference of Parties to the Convention on Migratory Species,
26 October 2017,

il toe

Elaine Kendall
Head of International Species Conservation

Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs
United Kingdom
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ACKNOWLEDGING the contributions of regional and international agencies,
IGOs, NGOs, private sector and others to promote the recovery of whale
populations;

NOW THEREFORE

RECOGNISE that lost and abandoned fishing gear is one of the most harmful
forms of marine debris for whales, and that accelerated action to prevent and
significantly reduce marine pollution is needed,;

COMMEND SPREP’s commitment to the production of a Whale and Dolphin
Action Plan to provide a framework for conservation activities in the Pacific
islands region 2018-2023;

REQUEST the experts at the Whales in a Changing Ocean conference to work
with SPREP to develop a draft Whale and Dolphin Action Plan for their review
and endorsement at the SPREP Annual Meeting in September 2017;

REQUEST SPREP to engage with Pacific islands and territories and others to
identify key capacity development needs for the conservation of whales, for
consideration in the 2018-2023 Whale and Dolphin Action Plan;

COMMIIT our governments to collaborations with other Pacific islands and
territories to provide a secure future for whales in the Pacific islands region;

WELCOME the engagement and contribution of all stakeholders in this
endeavour, including IGOs, NGOs, academia, the private sector, civil society
and local communities;

WELCOME new partnerships including multilateral organisations, to implement
voluntary commitments by Pacific islands and territories to meet the
aspirations of this Declaration.

This Declaration will remain open for signature until 31 December 2017



Signed in Nuku’alofa, 6 April 2017, by the Ministers and representatives of:

Nick Gales
Australian Commissioner to IWC
Australia

Hon Kiriau Turepu
Minister for Environment
Cook Islands

Joshua Wycliffe

Permanent Secretary for Environment

Fiji

Amy Laurenson
Special Adviser, MFAT
New Zealand

Soumynie Kartadiwirja

Chief of Staff, Ministry of Economy

New Caledonia

Michael Kaiglo Bongro
Director for Special Projects, CEPA
Papua New Guinea

Hon Fiame Mataafa
Deputy Prime Minister
Samoa

Mikaele Fatia
Director of Fisheries
Tokelau

Hon Sioasi Sovaleni
Deputy Prime Minister
Tonga

Fakavae Taomia
CEO, Office of the Prime Minister
Tuvalu



Percy Bitoch
Senior Fisheries Adviser
Palau

Signed in Nuku’alofa, 6 April 2017, by the Ministers and representatives of:

Suzi Heaton
Department of Environment and Energy
Australia

Hon Kiriau Turepu
Minister for Environment
Cook Islands

Joshua Wycliffe
Permanent Secretary for Environment
Fiji

Amy Laurenson
Special Adviser, MFAT
New Zealand

Michael Kaiglo Bongro
Director for Special Projects, CEPA
Papua New Guinea

Hon Fiame Mataafa
Deputy Prime Minister
Samoa

Mikaele Fatia
Director of Fisheries
Tokelau

Hon Fakahau
Minister of Fisheries
Tonga



Soumynie Kartadiwirja
Chief of Staff, Ministry of Economy
New Caledonia

Percy Bitoch
Senior Fisheries Adviser

Palau

Fakavae Taomia
CEO, Office of the Prime Minister
Tuvalu

Ryan J. Wulff (Q‘a\/

National Oceat€ Atmospheric
Administration
United States of America



